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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Following the judgment parables are a series of narratives. 

At the end of the narratives is the next major turning point in the gospel story. 

 

Matthew 13:53-58 

Jesus returns to his hometown. 

It would have been normal for him to be referred to as Jesus, the son of Joseph. 

Instead the people in Jesus’ hometown identify him as the son of Mary. 

It implies that the people questioned the legitimacy of his birth. 

 In Scripture we have very little information about Jesus’ family. 

 Here it is suggested that he had four brothers and at least two sisters (plural). 
 

The neighbors had difficulty believing that God could raise up a prophet from their town. 

They are astounded at his teaching in the synagogue. 

They illustrate perfectly the point made in the interpretation of the parables (Matthew 13:10-17). 

 They are able to hear and see but they cannot understand. 

 They lack the insight that God is doing something new through the son of a carpenter. 
 

The villagers were offended (Greek word – skandalizo) by Jesus.   

A confrontation with Jesus leads to a moment of decision … 

 Either one has to respond by faith or with disbelief. 

 Jesus predicts that his arrest and all that follows will lead to disbelief even in his followers. 

 They will stumble over him or be scandalized by him. 
 

What do we do and say to people who do not believe? 

 

Matthew 14:1-12 

The gospels contain few stories that do not focus on Jesus. 

Note that John does not play a role in his own story. 

He does not speak and there is no report of his faith in God. 

The emphasis is on Herod (the hostile ruler) and his followers. 

 Herod believes that Jesus is not the reincarnation of John – Jesus is another John. 

 It was believed that the spirit of the departed would transfer to the life of a successor. 

 For Herod Jesus is another political threat to his rule. 

 In Matthew the story functions as an anticipation of Jesus’ passion. 
 

Herod made a promise that he believed could not be broken. 

How seriously do we take promises today (in relationship to God and others)? 

 

Matthew 14:13-21 (August 6) 

This is the only miracle story recounted in all four gospels. 

We tend to get bogged down in the details and attempt to explain how it could happen … 

  



People were so moved by Jesus’ generosity that they brought out food that they had hidden. 

The meal was symbolic so their spiritual hunger was satisfied when each took a bit of food. 
 

Another approach is to discern the theological intent of Matthew specifically. 

 Prior to the feeding, Jesus’ compassion was directed specifically to the sick in the crowd. 

 Bread and fish constituted the basic ingredients of a peasant’s meal in Galilee. 

 Jesus directed everyone’s attention to the present moment. 

 God can be counted on to supply the bare necessities now. 

 Jesus is the Old Testament shepherd (king) who cares for his flock. 

 The story assures Jesus’ followers that God will hear them when they cry out. 

  God uses what we bring even if all we have to offer is five small loaves and two fish. 

  The twelve baskets of food suggest that with God we will experience abundance. 
 

In his grief Jesus withdrew after learning about John’s death (a natural human response). 

More than any other gospel writer, the author of Matthew describes Jesus as compassionate. 

Moved by their dire situation, Jesus moved into action.   

We have experienced that recently with the earthquake and hurricanes. 

 

Matthew 14:22-33 (August 13) 

Again we have a story that people attempt to explain in logical terms … 

 It was an optical illusion.   

 Jesus was actually walking through the surf in shallow waters. 
 

Like before, another approach is to discern the theological intent of Matthew. 

 The story is to be interpreted from a Jewish perspective. 

 In the Old Testament God walks on the sea (Job 9:8 / Habakkuk 3:15 / Psalm 77:19) 

 Jesus is the Messiah who God has endowed with the power to walk on water. 

 His ability to walk on water is not to show off who he is … 

  but to come to the aid of his disciples 

  Jesus is the Messiah charged and empowered by God to care for his people 
  

Only Matthew includes the additional story about Peter. 

It demonstrates what it means for a Christian to be caught between faith and doubt. 

Peter represents the risk-taking of faith.   

To believe in the saving power of Jesus is to take a risk. 
 

The verb distazo means to doubt and is only found in the New Testament in Matthew. 

In Mark the response of the disciples is one of astonished bewilderment. 

In Matthew those in the boat worship Jesus. 

The confession by Peter foreshadows his confession in Matthew 16:16. 
 

This story is similar to the one in Matthew 8:23-27. 

 The boat represents the church tossed around by temptations and persecutions. 

 Jesus is the one we call upon to save us. 
 

In Matthew, the extreme harshness is directed to those who doubt (but should know better). 

At the same time, in Matthew Jesus is extremely compassionate and caring to those in need. 

 

 

 



Matthew 14:34-36 

Despite growing opposition and rejection on the part of the religious leaders, Jesus the Messiah 

continues to show concern for his people by healing the sick.  In Matthew just touching the hem 

of his garment is sufficient to be healed.  The mass healing in this little narrative will now be 

contrasted to the negative reaction of the religious leaders from Jerusalem. 

 

Matthew 15:1-20 (August 20) 

The scribes and Pharisees ask Jesus why the disciples break the traditions of the elders. 

Remember!  Always answer a question with a question! 

 And why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? 

In Matthew there is no suggestion that the food and purity laws are obsolete. 

The issue is more a matter of Scripture versus tradition. 
 

Who (or what) sets the priority when two laws collide? 

Jesus states that praising the legal over the truly moral law is sheer hypocrisy. 

By doing so it claims allegiance to God’s law while disregarding God’s will. 

 Jesus offers an example from the Ten Commandments. 

 This section begins and ends with sins that come out of our mouths. 
 

We cannot always put the legal over the truly moral. 

We may not argue over hand washing but we do quarrel over piety issues. 

One example would be ecclesiastical tradition over against ecumenical cooperation. 

In more petty situations, we accuse each other of not being religious enough. 
 

What tensions do we experience between laws and the will of God? 

Jesus says that whatever comes out of our mouths proceeds from the heart. 

In James 3 we are invited to tame our tongues. 

 

Matthew 15:21-28 (August 20) 

This is another distressing passage from Matthew (but it is also found in Mark). 

Jesus seems to respond in an uncompassionate way to the cry of help from a Gentile woman. 

In his initial response, Jesus ignores her and when she persists he reacts before he heals. 
 

Anyone with a pressing need knows how terrible it feels to have a dire or significant request for 

help be met with silence.  No one immediately responds to the Canaanite woman or gives the 

impression that they will respond.  But she persists.  In Matthew what this woman does is an act 

of faith. 
 

There are at least three suggested ways to interpret this text: 

1) The story is not authentic and the saying was written by conservative Jewish Christians who 

were opposed to the Gentile mission.  It was later corrected by someone favorable to the 

Gentiles who supplied a happy ending. 

2) The story is authentic and Jesus’ behavior is not as harsh as it seems to modern readers.  In 

this scenario Jesus’ statement is not to be interpreted as his final word but as a test of her 

faith.   

3) We let the story stand in all of its harshness.   
 



There is sufficient evidence to believe that some of the stories about Jesus were edited to agree 

with the one telling the story.  It is also true that Jesus was capable of speaking firmly when he 

felt the situation demanded it.   
 

In Matthew 10:6 Jesus also spoke this same phrase – 

I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
 

In Matthew the conversion of the Gentiles is the end goal.  But for now repentance had to be 

preached to the Israelites.  This was urgent and the messengers had to spend their energy on 

them.  The author of Matthew limits the number of stories where Jesus ministers to the Gentiles.  

It is in this story, the story of the centurion and the story of the demons.     
 

In Matthew the believing Gentile poses a sharp contrast to the unbelieving Pharisees and scribes 

from Jerusalem.  Jesus is rejected by the Jews but Gentiles recognize him as their Lord. 
 

This story seems to highlight cultural differences between the Jewish community and the 

Gentiles.  It is further removed from our culture.  So what is the overall message of this story? 

 

Matthew 15:29-31 

This text is the introduction to the feeding of the four thousand.   

It also serves as the end of a larger section. 
 

At the start of his ministry in Matthew 5, Jesus saw the crowds and went up the mountain and 

(after he sat down) his disciples came to him.  Then he began to speak and taught them … 
 

Soon Jesus will be heading into Jerusalem (and his death) so in Matthew 15, Jesus went up the 

mountain where he sat down.  Great crowds came to him and he cured them … 
 

The author of Matthew creates this scene of mass healings (borrowed from Isaiah 35:5-6). 

He reminds us that Jesus is not just another healer. 

Jesus is the Messiah who fulfills the promises found in Isaiah. 

 The author also places Jesus on the mountain.   

In Matthew 5:1 the Sermon on the Mount was introduced through Jesus’ words.   

Now the power of God is revealed through Jesus’ deeds of healing and feeding.   

 

Matthew 15:32-39 

This story seems to repeat the story found in Matthew 14:13-21 (also repeated in Mark). 

In this story Jesus is the one who initiates the conversation to feed the crowd. 

This time they have seven loaves of bread and a few small fish. 

At the end of the day they collect seven baskets of leftovers. 

Jesus’ compassion is a manifestation of God’s loving concern for his people. 

Jesus is Emmanuel – God with us (Matthew 1:23) 

 

Matthew 16:1-12 

This text continues the transition –  

It serves as an epilogue to the first phase of Jesus’ ministry. 

It anticipates the second phase. 
 

In Matthew, the Sadducees are introduced since they will have a role in Jesus’ death. 

The opponents of Jesus have a common cause in their rejection of Jesus. 
 



The first scene is found in vs. 1-4 and recalls the scribes and Pharisees asking for a sign in 12:38. 

This time around the attack is much harsher than the first one. 

The new group of enemies is trying to tempt or test Jesus. 

 Jesus’ response is abrupt and he leaves them without any further conversation. 

 Now it appears that all the arguments have been presented and rejected. 

 Jesus says his peace and then he leaves. 
 

In the second scene (vs. 5-12) the disciples left without taking with them some loaves of bread. 

Jesus tries to engage them in a theological conversation but the disciples want food. 

Jesus reprimands them for worrying about their next meal and their lack of trust in God. 

They already forgot the two miraculous meals that Jesus provided for the crowds. 

Jesus states again the theological significance of the moment. 

The disciples understand now that the warning concerns the dangerous teachings of the 

religious leaders can spread like yeast in dough. 

 

In Matthew, what have we learned so far about Jesus Christ? 

 Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of David, and the Son of Man. 

 Jesus is a teacher and the ultimate interpreter of the law. 

 Jesus was confronted by many religious leaders who did not believe he was the Messiah. 

 There was an urgency to his message directed to the lost sheep of Israel. 

 His harsh sayings reflect that urgency. 

 Although the gospel was for the Jews and Gentiles, the Israelites were the priority for now. 

 Jesus was compassionate and demonstrated God’s care for his people. 
  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fifth Session (October 4)  

Matthew 16:13 – 23:39 

 

 

 

 

 

 


