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Matthew 10:1 – 13:52 

 

Chapter 10 – The Ministry of the Disciples  

The author of Matthew sees the mission of the church as an extension of Jesus’ ministry. 

Jesus gives his twelve disciples authority to heal every disease and sickness. 

The disciples are also instructed to preach what Jesus preached – 

The kingdom of heaven has come near. 

 

Matthew 10:1-15 

In Matthew this is the first time the names of the twelve disciples are listed (in pairs). 

The disciples are to first evangelize to the Jewish community. 

The missionaries are to travel light and live simply. 

They must not let their excess baggage get in the way of the gospel message. 
 

Today the message about the kingdom of heaven is grounded in concrete ways of caring. 

The church sends out missionaries but also medical personnel and other helpful professions. 

They communicate the living gospel through visible acts of compassion. 

To preach and to heal must go hand-in-hand. 

 

Matthew 10:16-25 

There are some major contrasts between Matthew and (Mark and Luke) – 

the author of Matthew writes nothing about the disciples’ departure and return  

 at the conclusion of this chapter it is Jesus who goes out to teach and preach 
 

the author of Matthew includes a prediction that the disciples will suffer violent persecution 

 in Mark this text refers to the sufferings of Christian believers before his return to glory 
 

in Matthew the persecution of missionaries will take place during the time of the early church 

 they will be flogged in their synagogues  

 this indicates that a break from the Jewish community already took place 

 

Matthew 10:26-39 

Since Jesus is the one who is sending them out (and the disciples are not expected to be treated 

better than their teacher), therefore they must rise above their natural fear of their opponents and 

be faithful to their calling as evangelists. 

What was secret during Jesus’ ministry must now be proclaimed from the housetops. 

God does not protect them from suffering but promises to bring them through the suffering. 

In Matthew Jesus acknowledges that a community will be split by their preaching.   

Today (in Africa and Asia) young Christians follow Christ despite pressure from family. 

 

Matthew 10:40-42 

The concluding paragraph returns to the missionary theme in 10:5-15. 

In Matthew it is assumed that the person who extends hospitality is himself a Christian. 

In Matthew the use of the words the little ones refers to humble and poor common Christians. 

 



Chapter 11 – Are You the One? 

The overall tone of Chapters 11 and 12 is negative (another reason Matthew is such a challenge). 

It was more common for people not to accept the gospel message. 

These chapters become the prelude to the judgment parables. 

The possibility of a positive response to Jesus remains open.  The negative response is explored. 
 

In Matthew the story is about a dying savior and not a religious hero. 

The Gospel of Matthew is a passion narrative with an extended introduction. 

 

Matthew 11:2-15 

From prison John wants to know if Jesus was the ONE (or should they continue to wait). 

In this question John speaks (not as a prophet) but as a representative of his community. 

The two sides of the question reflect Israel’s positive and negative response to Jesus’ activity. 

The author of Matthew is not concerned that this be placed within a historical context. 

The purpose of the question is to learn Jesus’ response. 

Jesus does not answer the question directly.  He speaks of his activity and not his person. 

In Luke – Go and tell John what you have seen and heard. 

In Matthew – Go and tell John what you hear and see.   

In Matthew we are reminded that Jesus must first be perceived as Messiah of the Word. 
 

In Matthew 11:7 Jesus questions the crowd about John. 

He is the messenger who fulfills the prophecy of Malachi 3:1. 

In the coming kingdom the little ones will be of equal standing with witnesses like John. 
 

The rest of this section prepares for the condemnation of this generation – those who should 

have been prepared for the appearance of the Messiah but did not take John or Jesus seriously. 

 

Matthew 11:16-24  

This generation – Jesus compared them to children who could not play together nicely. 

Those who refused to believe preferred to sit on the sidelines and remain uninvolved. 

The same people wrote off John because he veered away from normal social etiquette. 

They wrote off Jesus because he shared meals with sinners. 
 

In the woes to the unrepentant cities, Jesus claims only indirect responsibility for the miracles. 

They are described as manifestations of power which happened and not as wonders. 

Jesus rebukes the cities for failing to repent (not for refusing to believe in him). 

The cities are condemned collectively. 

 

Matthew 11:25-30 

In this last section the author contrasts the many that reject Jesus with the few who accept him. 

We all cling to Matthew 11:28-30. 

It is not an invitation to those who work too hard or sin too often. 

It is an invitation to those burdened by the law. 

Remember – Jesus did not abolish the law but provided a proper interpretation of the law. 

This is not to downplay the law but Jesus offers a less burdensome way of fulfilling it. 

The law is simplified by his emphasis on justice and mercy and faithfulness. 

It is also found in the double commandment of love (love of God and neighbor). 

 



The yoke of Jesus is called easy.  In Greek the word means kind. 

This yoke will be kind to our shoulders (enables us to carry our load more easily). 

Jesus does not diminish the weight of our accountability to God but helps us bear it. 
 

This text is the transition between the woes on the Galilean cities and the Sabbath controversies.   

It explains why Jesus was rejected by the majority of those who witnessed his miracles. 

Also explains why he is qualified to provide a yoke to those who struggle. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 12 – The Opposition Intensifies 

Controversies with the Pharisees dominates the chapter 

The significance of these disputes is found in the interlude (vs. 15-21) and epilogue (vs. 46-50) 

 

Matthew 12:1-14 

Who has the right to interpret the will of God as expressed in the Torah (Jesus or Pharisees)? 

The view of the Pharisees represents not ordinary Jewish opinion but a strict interpretation. 

Jesus invited them to remember David who broke the law by eating holy bread. 

Matthew adds another point: Priests could perform certain kinds of work on the Sabbath. 

The Pharisees should have shown mercy to the disciples in their need. 

Human need must take precedence over the abstentions required by the Sabbath laws. 

The author of Matthew again affirms Jesus as the ultimate interpreter of the law. 
 

The second challenge in this section is that healing is a profane activity. 

It should be reserved for ordinary days. 

At the end of this controversy (plus the other one) the Pharisees plot to destroy Jesus. 

This is the first text that indicates that the hostility directed towards Jesus will end in death. 

 

Matthew 12:15-21 

This text is an interlude and includes the longest quotation from the Old Testament. 

Isaiah 42:1 / Lamentations 3:31-33 
 

In this section we are to pause in the middle of the controversy to reflect on the meaning of 

Jesus’ ministry through the eyes of those who rejected him (his own people).  The author of 

Matthew wants us to see things as God saw them. 

God is the one who sent Jesus to serve as the Messiah. 

The author translates the Hebrew word for servant as pais (not doulos or diakonos). 

The word used by the author means child or son (not servant). 

God placed on the Messiah the Spirit. 

This becomes the major issue in the next story (Jesus and Beelzebul). 

The Old Testament quotation confirms in advance Jesus’ claim to exorcize by the Spirit. 

God’s plan is not foiled by the Pharisees’ rejection of Jesus. 

God foretold that the good news of the Messiah would be for the Gentiles and Israel. 

 

 

 

 

 



Matthew 12:22-37 

Jesus’ ministry caused controversy because of the radical claims he made in his teachings. 

By citing the Pharisees, the author implies this is a continuation of the Sabbath disputes. 
 

The event is also found in Mark and Luke but in Matthew – 

The demoniac is blind as well as mute. 

The whole crowd is overcome with astonishment (they went crazy over Jesus). 

It is in fear that the crowds will accept Jesus as their Messiah. 
 

Jesus challenges his opponents to see in his ministry evidence that the Spirit of God is at work. 

For the author, the Spirit was evidence that God was initiating the last act of salvation history. 
 

Vs. 31 – Jesus declares to his opponents that forgiveness is possible for those who slander him as 

a person but those who call his miracles the work of the devil are slandering not him but God.   
 

The unforgiveable sin was not meant to restrict God but to emphasize as strongly as possible that 

human resistance to God is ultimately pointless.  God’s patience will come to an end.  Our deeds 

must reflect our faith. 

 

Matthew 12:38-45 

The final controversy found in this chapter includes a demand by Jesus’ enemies. 

From the beginning of the chapter it was only the Pharisees who argued with Jesus. 

Now the scribes are included. 

Give us a sign verifying your claims that we can interpret by reference to Scripture.   

The exorcism you have just performed does not qualify. 
 

Jesus offers three responses – 

An evil and adulterous generation seeks a sign. 

This generation refuses to be moved by something far greater than Jonah and Solomon. 

Then Jesus concludes with a teaching about the unclean spirit. 

The parable gives the final blow to the opponents for their rejection of Jesus. 

In the end they will be far worse off than when they started. 
 

Jonah’s 3-day journey in the sea monster foreshadowed Jesus’ visit to the realm of the dead. 

It is Jesus’ first announcement of his death and resurrection. 

 

Matthew 12:46-50 

Over against the majority is this small band of men and woman who believe in Jesus. 

The only point the author is making is that for Jesus a new spiritual family takes priority. 

To be a part of Jesus’ family one must live the life of the kingdom. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 13 – Eight Parables of the Kingdom  

These particular parables provide an explanation for the unresponsiveness of the others. 

They reiterate the difference between those who accept Jesus and those who reject him. 

All are kingdom parables (but they still do not tell us what the kingdom will be like in the end). 

 

 

 



They are concerned primarily with God’s action in the present and the response of the people. 

What was intended by Jesus? 

How did the author of Matthew reapply the parable? 

What meaning can it have for us today? 

 

Matthew 13:10-17 

The purpose of the parables is explained. 

There is a mystery about the kingdom as compared to the life in the kingdom. 

Issues concerning our human relationships lead to revealing the will of God. 

The author of Matthew was deeply distressed about the mixed state of the church. 

 

The Sower and Its Interpretation   Matthew 13:3-9 and 18-23 

The Weeds Among the Wheat  Matthew 13:24-30 and 36-43 

Mustard Seed     Matthew 13:31-32 

Yeast      Matthew 13:33 
 

Hidden Treasure    Matthew 13:44 

Fine Pearls     Matthew 13:45-46 

The Net      Matthew 13:47-50 
 

Treasures New and Old    Matthew 13:52 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fourth Session (September 27)  

Matthew 13:53 – 16:12  

 

 

 

 

 

 


