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Significance  

When we turn to Matthew, we turn to the book which may well be called the most important 

single document of the Christian faith, for in it we have the fullest and the most systematic 

account of the life and teachings of Jesus. Quote from William Barclay 
 

The writings of the early church fathers reveal that it was the most frequently quoted and perhaps 

the most widely read gospel during the first two centuries of the church’s history. 
 

The word gospel is the term used by the early church for the good news of Jesus Christ.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Author and Date  

Most scholars believe the gospel was composed between 80 and 90 A.D. 

Nowhere does the author claim to have been an eyewitness to the events surrounding Jesus. 

The anonymous author was probably a male Jew who drew from three main sources: 

The Gospel According to Mark 

A collection of sayings known as the Q source (a hypothetical collection of Jesus sayings) 

Material unique to his community (called the M source) (parables unique to Matthew) 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Major Themes 

The dominant characteristic of this gospel is its serious moral tone.  The evangelist sets himself 

apart from those who claim that accepting Jesus as Lord and Savior is all that is required of 

them.  In Matthew 7:21 – Not everyone who says to me – Lord, Lord – will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but only the one who does the will of the Father. 

 

The gospel reflects the struggles and conflicts between the Matthean Community and the Jews. 

There is a Gentile bias in Matthew. 

There is also a strong hostility towards the Jewish leaders in Matthew. 

He never bothers to explain Jewish customs since his intended audience was Jewish. 

It was designed to prove that Jesus is the Messianic king of the Old Testament prophecy. 

He quotes from almost every book in the Old Testament. 

Numerous times he identifies Old Testament prophecies as fulfilled in the life of Jesus. 

 

It is the only gospel which mentions the word church. 

Church was an organized group with rules for keeping order. 

It contains lengthy discourses especially beneficial to those in the church – 

Sermon on the Mount 

The Beatitudes 

The Parables  

The Lord’s Prayer  

The Golden Rule 

 



First Session – Matthew 1:1 to Matthew 4:11 

Who is Jesus Christ? 

 

Matthew 1:1-17      

The Royal Genealogy 

No other gospel starts the story of Christ in this way. 

Jesus is placed within the continuity of the history of Israel. 

(The version in Luke is an appendix to his account of Jesus’ baptism). 
 

The intention of the author is found in Matthew 1:1 
 

Jesus is declared an authentic king (a descendant of David). 

He traces the descent from David through Solomon (vs. 6). 

(Luke traces the descent from David through his little-known brother Nathan / Luke 3:31). 

For further emphasis he divides Jesus’ ancestors into three groups of fourteen. 

Jesus is not only a son of David but he is the long-awaited Messiah. 
 

Jesus is an authentic Jew. 

Jesus (like all Jews) is a son of Abraham. 

He was the ultimate Jew in whom Israel’s deepest hopes would be fulfilled. 

Contrary to custom four women are included – 

Tamar who played the harlot with Judah 

Rahab who was a Canaanite harlot (non-Jewish) 

Ruth who was a Gentile (non-Jewish) 

Wife of Uriah (Bathsheba) with whom David committed adultery 

God’s plan of salvation included Gentiles (even unrighteous Gentiles) 
 

In Jesus Christ God made a new beginning (genealogy / birth / genesis). 

The notion of Jesus being Savior of the Gentiles is implicit in the names found in this genealogy. 
 

Questions: 

How can this gospel’s report of Jesus’ ancestry differ so sharply from that found in Luke? 

Why is Joseph’s ancestry relevant since he is not regarded by the author as his father? 

Would it not have been more to the point to show that Mary was descended from David? 

The details of the genealogy were of secondary importance to the author. 

Important: Jesus was the true son of David (not by male procreation but by the will of God). 

 

Matthew1:18-25 

The Conception and Naming of the Messiah 

Joseph (not Mary) is the primary character in the story. 

The author stresses the active human response to the interaction with God. 

3 times Joseph is instructed by the angel in a dream and 3 times Joseph must do something. 

The author insists that the human response must be active and not merely passive. 

Joseph resolves to terminate the relationship out of deep religious convictions. 

The role Joseph plays in this story is connected to his descent from David. 

This takes us back to the genealogy. 
 



The name Jesus was not uncommon among first-century Jews.  For the author it was essential 

that Jesus be recognized as truly the son of Joseph (an authentic descendent of David).  Joseph 

named the child to acknowledge that by the will of God the baby was authentically his son. 

 

Matthew 2:1-12 

Responses to the New King 

The Holy Family is entirely passive and Joseph is not even mentioned. 

The main characters in the story are the nameless strangers from the east and Herod the king. 

We have well embellished this story: 

The number of gifts suggested that there were three visitors. 

Eventually the three were viewed as kings. 

Later they were given names: Melchior, Gaspar, and Balthazar. 

Still later they were identified as descendents of Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
 

The narrative from Luke contains no negative elements.   

The exclusion of the Holy Family from the inn is due to full occupancy (not hostility). 
 

In Matthew the circumstances of Jesus’ birth includes the extreme jealousy of King Herod. 

The acceptance by Gentiles is in sharp contrast with the violent rejection by the Jewish ruler.  

 

Matthew 2:12-23 

The Exodus Story 

Just as in the advent of Jesus there was a new genesis so there was also a new exodus. 

Hosea 11:1 is applied to Jesus’ sojourn in Egypt. 

Jeremiah 31:15 is used to suggest the fulfillment of Scripture but not directly willed by God. 

1 Samuel 1:11 refers to them making their home in Nazareth. 
 

The murder of the infant boys is reminiscent of Pharaoh’s treatment of the male Hebrew babies. 

Jesus (the ultimate redeemer) is rescued from this fate just as was Moses (the first deliverer). 

Joseph is informed that he can return with Jesus to his people just as Moses was so instructed. 

 

Matthew 3:1-12 

The Proclamation of John the Baptist 

Only two gospels begin with stories about Jesus’ birth. 

All four gospels preface the ministry of Jesus with an account of John the Baptist. 

Two features distinguish this account from that of Mark and Luke. 

The author draws John and Jesus closer together by assigning them the same message –  

Repent – for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Opponents are addressed by John and Jesus as you brood (offspring) of vipers. 
 

In Luke the tax collectors and soldiers approach John with the question – What shall we do? 

In this gospel it is the Pharisees and Sadducees who are mentioned (future opponents). 

 

Matthew 3:13-17 

Baptized for Service 

The dialogue between Jesus and John is not found in the other gospels. 
 

 

 



Questions: 

Why would the author regard it as God’s will that the Messiah be baptized? 

Jesus is in solidarity with sinners. 

Jesus joins the sinful multitude in the waters of the Jordan. 

He accepts the sacrament of renewal and takes the first step on the road to Calvary. 
 

What does the coming of the Spirit to Jesus mean to the author? 

 It is a reference to Isaiah 11:2 – And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him.  

 For the author Jesus was already the Messiah at the time of his conception. 

 By this power he will be able to attack Satan. 

 

Matthew 4:1-11 

The Testing of the Messiah 

This story has less to do with defeating Satan and is more about Jesus as the Son of God. 

 It addresses what was said at his baptism –  

 This is my Son, the Beloved, in whom I am well pleased. 

 The first two temptations begin with – 

 Since you are the Son of God 
 

The Spirit that descended upon Jesus at the Jordan now leads him into the wilderness. 

The purpose is to subject him to a confrontation with the devil. 

God (through the Spirit) intends to test Jesus.   

Satan seeks to tempt the Messiah. 
 

This story has a parallel with God testing Abraham (Genesis 22). 

In this case Jesus is both Abraham and Isaac as he will eventually lay down his life on the altar. 

The three temptations reflect the chronological order of three tests faced by Israel. 

 Their hunger prior to the gift of bread from heaven (Exodus 16:1-4) 

 The people challenged God and put the Lord to the test (Exodus 17:1-7) 

 Israel repeatedly played the harlot with other gods (Exodus 32:1-6) 

 

How does the author answer the question – Who is Jesus? 

 

September 13 (Session 2)  

Matthew 4:12 to 9:38 

 

 

 

 

 

 


