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Chapters 9-11 

 

Mark 9:2-13 (Transfiguration Sunday) 

The Jesus portrayed in Mark was very human. 

Jesus experienced such emotions as pity, anger, hunger, and weariness.   

Jesus walked on water (Mark 6:45-52) to get to his disciples who were struggling. 

However, in the Transfiguration story, Jesus expressed no emotion and took no action. 

Jesus did not even speak but appeared in his glory (that revealed his inner nature). 

Story is unlike anything else we have seen (and will see) in Mark. 

 

Story is located almost exactly at the mid-point of the gospel. 

Along with the confession by Peter in 8:29 the Transfiguration is the turning point for Jesus. 

Until now, Jesus had been teaching and healing. 

Now Jesus will begin his journey to Jerusalem (time frame mirrors what we do in church). 

 

Immediately prior to this episode, Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah. 

Jesus foretold his death and resurrection to which Peter expressed serious objections. 

Jesus then began to teach his disciples the sacrificial nature of discipleship. 

In the Transfiguration the identity of Jesus was reaffirmed, and his glory was revealed. 

It reaffirmed that (in spite of the fact that he will suffer and die) Jesus was the Son of God. 

 

Interesting to note another technique by Mark: 

Section is bound on both ends by the healing of a blind man (8:22-26) (10:46-52). 

Disciples remained blind throughout these stories until his death and resurrection. 

Yes!  Peter made a good start by identifying Jesus as the Messiah. 

His response to Jesus’ prediction made it clear he expected a different kind of Messiah. 

 

Some scholars believe that this story is really a resurrection appearance, but it has little support: 

In the resurrection accounts no prophet from the past accompanied Jesus. 

Jesus did the talking rather than a voice was heard from heaven. 

There was no mention of Jesus’ dazzling clothing or face. 

After the resurrection people will mistake Jesus for an ordinary traveler, gardener, or stranger. 

The events of the resurrection appearances were quite ordinary compared to this story. 
 

    

 



Account parallels closely the story of Moses at Mount Sinai (Exodus 24 and 34): 

Three men accompanied Moses. 

A cloud covered the mountain for six days and God spoke from the cloud. 

Moses saw (at least in part) the glory of God. 

Skin of Moses’ face shone dazzling bright. 

People of Israel were afraid. 

On coming down the mountain Moses encountered people who lacked true faith. 

 

Other parallels with the Old Testament: 

Clothing of Jesus became dazzling white (like the snow-white clothing in Daniel 7:9). 

We are to note that Daniel used the title, Son of man, which is also used by Mark in this account. 

Elijah and Moses appeared to them. 

Elijah came first in Mark although Moses came first chronologically. 

Mark may have done it to recall the promise of God to send Elijah before the Day of the Lord. 

Matthew and Luke correct Mark and place the name of Moses before that of Elijah. 

Moses was the great lawgiver and Elijah was the great prophet. 

Two men embodied the Law and the Prophets. 

 

Peter felt the need to do something! 

He wanted to honor the occasion and perhaps prolong the experience.   

He suggested building three skenas (booths or tabernacles as described in Leviticus 23). 

Old Testament observation commemorated the Exodus and the wanderings of the Israelites. 

 

On the Mount of Transfiguration, the cloud episkiazousa (overshadows, overwhelms) them. 

Same verb was used to describe the power of the Most High overshadowing Mary.   

God spoke from the cloud just as God spoke from the cloud at Sinai. 

God spoke the same words at the baptism of Jesus – This is my beloved Son. 

Words listen to him are also found in Deuteronomy 18:15. 

In that story Moses told the people to listen to the prophet that God would raise in their midst. 

In this story the disciples were to listen to Jesus. 

Elijah and Moses bore their witness to the Son and were no longer needed. 

 

Earlier Jesus told the demons not to make him known to others (3:12). 

Following the confession of Peter, Jesus told the disciples not to tell anyone (8:30). 

Here on the mount Jesus gave a time limit to that order. 

They were to tell no one until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

For the disciples to reveal Jesus’ identity too early would result in two problems: 

Disciples misunderstood Jesus and his mission so they would not portray him faithfully. 

Jesus still had much to do and to say in order to prepare the disciples for what lied ahead. 

It is not always good to rush things. 

 



Mark 9:38-50 (Ash Wednesday) 

Lesson follows the story of Jesus taking a child in his arms and affirming all children. 

In 9:42 Jesus offered a similar sentiment but with the opposite emphasis. 

In between those two passages about children and little ones is a story about an exorcist. 

 

John is one of three disciples privileged to be with Jesus on several special occasions: 

At the healing/resurrection of the daughter of the synagogue ruler 

At the transfiguration 

And at Gethsemane (later in 14:22) 

 

Gospels also present these three privileged men as quick to say the wrong thing: 

Peter rebuked Jesus when Jesus first foretold his death and resurrection. 

He once more put his foot in his mouth at the Transfiguration. 

When Jesus spoke of his death a second time James and John had their own personal ambitions. 

In 9:38-41 John made another mistake by forbidding exorcists who were not following them. 

We note frustration in the comment made by John. 

Disciples tried without success to stop the man who was casting out demons.  

John was concerned with protecting the name of Jesus but also their unique status. 

 

Disciples drew a circle to keep the exorcist out, but Jesus re-drew the circle to include him. 

Exorcist was not an enemy.   

His work was in keeping with the concerns of Jesus. 

While he would not meet the standard of authentic discipleship, Jesus showed him sympathy. 

Jesus encouraged his disciples to do the same. 

From Jesus’ comments we hear that this man had authenticity that Jesus could endorse. 

A similar incident took place when Moses appointed seventy elders with the gift of prophecy. 

Eldad and Medad were not among the seventy but they also prophesied. 

Joshua told Moses to stop them, but Moses would not. 

Likewise, Jesus called the disciples to a more inclusive vision. 

Fine line between believing differently and having beliefs that are incompatible with Christ.   

 

NOTE: Verses 44 and 46 are not found in the best Greek texts and many translations omit them. 

Where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched (Isaiah 66:24). 

Warning – those who opposed God would be subject to a loathsome judgment. 

 

Jesus is not suggesting that we drown people who cause others to stumble. 

Use of hyperbole (exaggerated language) to dramatize the danger of causing injury to little ones. 

In the Old Testament, Gehenna was the place where the wicked were punished. 

Name comes from the Hebrew, Hinnom, which means the Valley of Hinnom. 

Valley near Jerusalem where human sacrifices were sometimes practiced (2 Kings 23:10). 

It was where rubbish from Jerusalem was burned in fires that never cooled. 

Valley stood as a metaphor for a place of eternal, fiery damnation.   

Jesus talked about the danger of an outside threat and those that came from within. 

So as not to scare any little ones it is better to say – 

If it costs an arm and a leg to resist temptation, it is worth it. 

 



For adults, discipleship sometimes requires amputations. 

We need to amputate bad habits, resentments, ambitions that cause us to act unethically. 

This is the only reference to hell and its torments in this Gospel. 

We should note that it is the disciples who are in danger rather than unbelievers.  

 

 

 
 

 

Mark 10:2-16 

Mark used the same Greek word, periazontes, to speak of Satan testing Jesus in the wilderness. 

Story is one in a series of incidents in which the Pharisees spark conflict with Jesus. 

House of Shammai interpreted Deuteronomy 24 – 

Man may divorce his wife only in the case of adultery. 

House of Hillel interpreted the same passage –  

Man may divorce his wife for nearly any fault that he might find in her  

 

House of Hillel and House of Shammai were two schools founded by Jewish scholars. 

Time period of Hillel and Shammai was last century BC and the early 1st Century AD. 

Two schools had vigorous debates on matters of ritual practice, ethics and theology. 

Examples of differences of thought: 

• Shammai believed only worthy students should be admitted to study Torah. 

Hillel believed that Torah may be taught to anyone. 

Expectation was that the one studying would repent and become worthy. 

• White lies (whether one should tell an ugly bride that she is beautiful). 

Shammai said it was wrong to lie. 

Hillel said that all brides were beautiful on their wedding day. 

• Shammai held that a man may only divorce his wife for a serious transgression. 

Hillel allowed divorce for even trivial offenses, such as burning a meal. 

 

Pharisees hoped to get Jesus to commit himself to one side thereby alienating him to the other. 

Jesus moved the discussion from Deuteronomy to Genesis (from Moses to God). 

Jesus moved the discussion from what it permitted to what was intended. 

Marriage reflected the creativity of God (to be a blessing to each other and their community). 

In private the disciples wanted clarification since what they heard was a departure from norm. 

Was Jesus condemning all who divorce and remarry (10:11-12 gives that impression)? 



In the Sermon on the Mount (not in Mark) Jesus is just as strict with anger, adultery, oaths. 

In those statements Jesus told the people to seek reconciliation. 

Jesus wants us to conduct ourselves in keeping with the will of God. 

When we fail . . . our hope is (and always will be) with Jesus.  

 

Mark 10:17-31 

Irony – Jesus is on the way to give his life, but this man is asking how to receive life. 

Mark identified him as a man who had many possessions. 

Matthew called him a young man and Luke identified him as a ruler. 

Man wanted to know what he must do to inherit eternal life (what were the requirements). 

It appeared that he was already doing the right things but for the wrong reasons. 

Question also revealed that he misunderstood the relationship between works and grace. 

Man might have been looking for reassurances, but he did not expect a new requirement. 

 

In most cases, Jesus called people by simply saying – Come and follow me. 

No record of Jesus requiring the fishermen to sell their boats. 

Simon and Andrew kept their house in Capernaum. 

Martha and Mary owned a house.  

There was no mention of Levi (the tax-collector) having to give up his ill-gotten gains.  

Why then should Jesus demand such a sacrifice for this man? 

 

In what follows Jesus was once more using exaggerated language to make a point. 

He spoke of the largest animal trying to negotiate the smallest opening. 

Scholars invite us not to water down the message. 

It is a word of judgment for all of us who have any possessions (the seductiveness of wealth). 

Disciples ask the obvious question – Then who can be saved? 

Answer – Apart from grace we have no hope. 

Only by the grace of God is there any possibility that we can enter the kingdom of God. 

 

In their defense Peter and his disciples had already done what Jesus told this man to do. 

They sacrificed everything to follow Jesus.   

Jesus made it clear that those who sacrifice for his sake will be rewarded now and in eternity. 

List of blessings in 10:30 parallels the list of sacrifices in 10:29 with one exception. 

Word father is absent in 10:30. 

Is it because God is our Father? 

 

Mark 10:32-45 

Jesus predicts his death for a third time. 

Disciples failed consistently to comprehend either the passion predictions or his instructions. 

In 10:36 Jesus would ask the same question of Bartimaeus who wanted his sight restored. 

What do you want me to do for you? 

 

James and John were seeking the two highest places of honor (and did not include Peter). 

James and John regarded his journey to Jerusalem as a messianic march on the city. 

They believed Jesus would restore its former glory and Jesus would assume the throne. 

Jesus did not rebuke them, but he did ask them a question – Are you able? 



James and John accepted the challenge (not understanding the consequences). 

Later (when Jesus was arrested) they would not be so brave. 

In Mark all of Jesus’ disciples will desert him and flee. 

 

Based on our discussion of the Greek word, baptizein, which means to be baptized. 

It does not always refer to water. 

A grieving person might be described as being submerged in sorrow. 

James and John were thinking of the cup and baptism as wonderful blessings. 

Jesus knew they would involve pain, sacrifice, and death.   

Ironically the men who will be at Jesus’ right and left hands will be two thieves at Golgotha. 

 

Other disciples became angry but not because James and John were insensitive to Jesus. 

All twelve responded to the second passion prediction by arguing among themselves (9:33-37). 

Now they are offended because they are contending for places of honor. 

James and John were trying to steal the prize from under their noses. 

Jesus did not rebuke James and John, and Jesus did not rebuke the twelve. 

He used their behavior as a springboard for teaching. 

Jesus taught them about the Kingdom of God – its rules – how it works. 

Jesus did not require more than he was willing to give. 

Jesus modeled service and sacrifice for his disciples. 

Jesus also accomplished something that the disciples could not. 

Only Jesus could serve as a ransom for many. 

 

 

 
 

 

Mark 11:1-11 (Passion/ Palm Sunday) 

Mark is the shortest of the four Gospels (16 Chapters). 

He devoted five chapters to Jesus’ death and the events that led to it. 

One chapter was left for Jesus’ resurrection.  

Gospel is sometimes described as a passion narrative with a lengthy introduction. 

 

Story of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem is found in all four Gospels. 

In the Gospel of Mark . . .  

There is no quotation from Zechariah 9:9 (Matthew 21:5) 

Jesus rode a colt instead of a donkey and colt (Matthew 21:2) 

People spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields instead of palm branches 



In the hosannas, there was no mention of Jesus as the Son of David 

Jesus did not weep over Jerusalem 

Jesus visited the temple, went to Bethany, cursed a fig tree, and then cleansed the temple  

(It is a different sequence from that in Matthew 21) 

 

We could think of Blind Bartimaeus as the beginning of the Palm Sunday events. 

He greeted Jesus as the Son of David. 

It is a confession of faith showing that a blind man is able to see what religious leaders could not. 

 

Hosanna is the transliteration of a Hebrew word that means Save us! 

People adopted it as a celebratory word or a word of praise. 

It can be used either as a prayer or as a shout of thanksgiving. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord is from Psalm 118:26. 

 

In Matthew and Luke Jesus cleansed the temple immediately after entering Jerusalem. 

In Mark Jesus simply went to the temple to look around and then went to Bethany. 

In the temple there was no crowd and no greeting from the priests. 

Acclamation that was accorded Jesus outside Jerusalem has faded already. 

 

Significance of the temple in Mark: 

After this Jesus will cleanse the temple, teach in the temple, and defend himself from attacks. 

Jesus will commend a scribe for understanding that love is more important than rituals. 

Jesus will also foretell the destruction of the temple. 

Enemies will charge him with planning to destroy the temple. 

At his death the temple veil will be torn in two (from top to bottom). 

After three days, the temple of his body will be restored to life. 
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Read Mark 12-14 

 

 


