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To Baptize (Greek: baptizō) 

In the LXX the word occurs only in 2 Kings 5:14: 

So Naaman went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan. 

 

Ezekiel 36:25 

I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleanness, and from 

all your idols I will cleanse you. 

 

Liturgical use of water was common in the Jewish world. 

Law of Moses required ablutions (washings) on the part of priests following certain sacrifices. 

Washings were also required for those unclean because of an infectious disease. 

Cleansing the body by washing and bathing in water was always customary in Israel. 

 

Toward the start of the Christian era the Jews adopted the custom of baptizing proselytes. 

Baptisms would occur seven days after their circumcision in front of witnesses.  

Proselytes were immersed naked in a pool of flowing water and became true sons of Israel. 

After their baptism, new converts were allowed full access to the sacrifices in the Temple. 

When John the Baptist came on the scene his teaching included the necessity to be baptized. 

His baptism was not based on (or authorized by) the Jewish laws. 

John was called to preach and baptize by God. 

 

Mark 1:41 

Jesus was moved to pity (Greek: splanchnízomia).  

Footnote to Bible states – moved to anger or indignation (Greek: orízomai) 

Indignation would better fit the harshness of vs. 43. 

Term may express Jesus’ hostility to the powers of evil (as in his rebuke of demons). 

Healing of the leper is then an example of Jesus’ aggressive action against all that is destructive. 

Same word for anger is used in Mark 3:5 –  

He looked around at them in anger. 

 

Scholars have opted away from moved to anger to better reflect Jesus’ gut emotions at the time. 

Verb I listed as pity occurs in the New Testament only in the Synoptics. 

In three parables it denotes human attitudes – 

In Matthew 18:27 the lord had pity on the servant. 

In Luke 10:33 the Samaritan had compassion on the man who had fallen among thieves. 

In Luke 15:20 the father had compassion on the prodigal son. 

 

Outside of those Biblical passages it is only Jesus who shows compassion. 
 

 



 
 

 

Mark 2-3:6 

Everything moved quickly in the opening chapters of Mark. 

At the end of Chapter 1 Mark recorded three distinct healings with countless more indicated. 

It is the only chapter in Mark that does not reflect some controversy because of Jesus’ activity. 

Moving forward, Jesus will generate equal measures of conflict and opposition. 

Healing the paralytic foreshadows how the main conflict in the story will play out. 

Here Jesus is accused of blasphemy as he presumed to have the authority of God to forgive sins. 

Same charge will ultimately lead to his being handed over to the Romans for execution.   

 

Mark 2:1-12 (Healing of the Paralytic and Its Controversy) 

      

          Mark 2:13-17 (Controversies about Eating) (Dinner with Levi) 

 

                    Mark 2:18-22 (Central Story about Fasting) 

 

          Mark 2:23-28 (Controversies about Eating) (Plucking Grain on the Sabbath) 

 

Mark 3:1-6 (Healing of the Man with the Withered Hand and Its Controversy)  

 

We also see an increase in the level of hostility Jesus engenders from the scribes and Pharisees: 

In Mark 2:6 they question in their hearts. 

In Mark 2:16 they question his disciples. 

In Mark 2:24 they confront Jesus himself. 

By the end they are so incensed that they start to plan immediately how to destroy Jesus. 

 

Section is also marked with pronouncements by Jesus that make it clear what he is about: 

In Mark 2:10 – The Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins. 

In Mark 2:17 – For those who are sick I have come to call not the righteous but sinners. 

In Mark 2:22 – No one puts new wine into old wineskins. 

In Mark 2:28 – The Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath. 

 

Controversies are largely over Jewish law. 

We should not dismiss the concerns of the Pharisees so quickly. 

God gave them these laws as a means of defining holiness and righteousness on earth. 

Boundaries of the laws could not be breached without profound damage to their religious order. 

Set in the culture of the Romans meant maintaining order was paramount. 



Issues raised were not trivial concerns. 

But there was no denying that words and actions of Jesus posed a threat. 

He proclaimed with great conviction that the time had come for a new vision of things. 

Thread connecting these controversies was that human need was also fundamental to God’s will. 

Jesus subverted ritual boundaries not so much by introducing something completely new.  

He drew on parts of the tradition. 

He accused his opponents of maintaining established boundaries at the expense of human need. 

 

But Mark does an interesting thing in his gospel. 

He does not set the conflict between the good church and bad Judaism. 

More than any other Gospel, he portrays the disciples as also lacking insight (nobody gets it). 

Due to the effects of fear his own disciples are blind and deaf and their hearts are hardened. 

It includes us and our fearful striving for self-preservation (sometimes we do not get it). 

 

Mark 3:7-12 

Mark leads us through another transition between the two parts of Jesus’ Galilean ministry. 

As just discussed there was growing opposition from religious leaders. 

It led Jesus and his disciples to withdraw. 

Crowd that follows them to the sea attests to his growing popularity with the masses. 

List of places from which the crowd comes includes the south and the north. 

It foreshadows the wider mission which the naming of the twelve disciples will inaugurate. 

Transition acts like a sort of state of the ministry report. 

Healings have attracted large and enthusiastic crowds from an increasingly wide area. 

Still the only ones who perceive Jesus’ true identity are the unclean spirits who Jesus silences. 

 

Crowds come to touch the healer and be made well. 

They are attracted to Jesus but have no real understanding of him.   

Demons that afflict some of the sufferers in the crowd play an important role in the scene. 

Their voice is the only one we hear directly. 

Confession that Jesus is the Son of God is correct but made out of fear. 

It is an accurate assessment of Jesus but others dismiss it as a demonic babbling.  

Mark wants the messianic secret to remain in place. 

It is not yet time for a full and appropriate understanding of who Jesus is. 

Such titles can only be understood in light of Jesus’ passion, death, and resurrection. 

 

Mark 3:13-19a 

Naming of the twelve disciples starts the second major section of Jesus’ Galilean ministry. 

We are not to dwell on the list of names or try to discover biographical information about each. 

Text invites us to reflect on the meaning of being set apart for special responsibilities.   

 

Mark 3:19b-35 

Family of Jesus arrives with the hope to take him away. 

Family members see Jesus as not quite right in his mind. 

They have no other way of interpreting what he has been saying and doing.   

At the same time the scribes from Jerusalem are eager to offer their explanation of Jesus. 

Both groups should have recognized Jesus for who he was but both are blind to his true identity. 



Relatives of Jesus respond out of concern for him and maybe for the reputation of the family. 

Scribes from Jerusalem respond out of hostility (rejecting Jesus and his message). 

Here the two are bound together closely by the sandwich. 

 

Mark 3:19b-21 (Family Worries about Jesus) 

 

          Mark 3:22 (Scribes from Jerusalem Offer Opinions) 

 

          Mark 3:23-30 (Response from Jesus to Scribes) 

 

Mark 3:31-35 (Response from Jesus to Family) 

 

Jesus declared the imminent end of a satanic reign. 

He redefined the lines of family and belonging. 

Those who do the will of God are siblings and mother to him. 

Jesus has certainly promised good news but he keeps insisting that it is not comfortable news. 

 

 

 
 

 

Mark 4:1-34 

Gospel of Mark is about the Kingdom of God. 

In Chapter 4 Mark begins to expose what exactly the kingdom is like. 

String of parables start to answer one specific question: 

In whom does the kingdom best take root? 

Question is not fully answered until the end of Chapter 5. 

 

Jesus taught in parables. 

We distinguish between parable (4:3-9) and allegory (4:13-20) and sayings (4:21-25). 

Parables are open-ended and invite reflection rather than definition on the part of the hearer. 

It is normal for the parables in Mark to be interpreted differently than in Matthew and in Luke. 

 



Parable of the Sower is about four kinds of hearers: 

Those who hear but immediately reject the message. 

Those who hear gladly but not persistently. 

Those who hear many conflicting voices along with the gospel. 

Those who hear, receive, and act appropriately upon the gospel. 

 

Thrust of three portions of Mark 4:1-34 is the exhortation to listen. 

4:13-20 focus on how we are to hear the gospel. 

When the word of Christ confronts us in any form we are challenged to be receptive. 

We must also be persistent, single-minded, and responsive. 

Way we hear the gospel each time it is presented informs how we hear it the next time. 

At the heart of the final pair of sayings lies a great promise to those who hear, receive, respond. 

Still more will be given. 

 

Mark 4:35-41 

Now we see how Jesus’ disciples respond when faced with a crisis. 

Up to now they have followed Jesus around and listened to him. 

He designated twelve of them to have a particular share in his ministry. 

However, they will not try out their new authority until Chapter 6. 

Jesus has been explaining this teachings to this group privately. 

Yet at this point in the narrative we do not know what they think about him. 

 

In Mark the lake-crossing scenes serve as opportunities for them to reveal what they know. 

In those episodes we also see what their faith looks like or whether they have faith at all. 

 

A great storm materializes and threatens to sink the boats. 

Since most of them are fishermen nothing indicates they are overreacting.   

Jesus is asleep with placid confidence. 

Disciples wake him and accuse him of indifference and/or negligence. 

Words reveal that they already figured out how the story will end. 

Jesus does not calm the storm as much as he overpowers it. 

When he rebukes the violent wind and demands silence it recalls what he does to unclean spirits. 

Repeatedly in Mark Jesus brings about an ending that people are not expecting. 

He thwarts the outcomes that had appeared to be inescapable. 

 

Mark’s depiction of the disciples and their shortcomings is unsetttling. 

Jesus’ closest companions cannot put it all together.   

When Jesus gets to the other side in Mark 5:1 he will not abandon his disciples on the shore. 

He has more for them to experience as they continue to witness deliverance. 

 

Mark 5:1-20 

Narrative is the longest and most detailed of the exorcisms. 

With this story a  new element is introduced into the Gospel of Mark. 

Healing is in Gentile territory. 

Incident is preceded by a crossing of the seas and followed by a notice of the return crossing. 

In this story Mark makes it clear that there is no human disorder that Jesus cannot heal. 



Jesus’ power to heal and to cleanse knows no bounds. 

His exercise of it belongs absolutely to his own decision. 

In this case nobody asks Jesus to heal the demon-possessed man. 

Jesus takes the initiative. 

In Mark we can neither control what he will do nor ever know fully what to expect of him. 

However, we can be assured that whatever he does is consonant with the Kingdom of God. 

 

Mark 56:21-43 

Perfect example of a sandwich (insertion) so characteristic of Mark.   

 

Mark 5:21-24a (Story of Jairus’ daughter) 

      

     Mark 5:24b-34 (Story of woman with a hemorrhage) 

 

Mark 5:35-43 (Raising of Jairus’ daughter) 

 

Each story illumines the meaning of the other.   

Story of the woman elaborates the meaning of faith that is called for in the story of Jairus. 

Jesus’ ministry to a ritually unclean woman is interpreted in his service to a synagogue leader. 

Conversely, raising of daughter is deepened in that she dies while Jesus is speaking with other. 

Now Jesus must raise her from the dead. 

Both stories link the effectiveness of Jesus’ power to the faith of the persons involved. 

 

In Mark we also learn how Jesus deals with interruptions. 

Jesus is interrupted continually in Mark. 

Divine authority of Jesus is placed at the service of desperately persistent people. 

 

January 22, 2020 

Read Mark 6-8 

 

 

 


