
  

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29, 2020 
The Service at 8:30 am and 11:00 am 

  

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead.  
The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones.  

To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection.  
In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life.  

At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism. 
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Gathering 
 
  
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand. 

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 
 Pastor  Most merciful God, 

Congregation have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor In the mercy of almighty God,  
 Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
 and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  
 To those who believe in Jesus Christ  
 he gives the power to become the children of God  
 and bestows on them the Holy Spirit 
Congregation Amen 
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Gathering Hymn  #445 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
  

Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
All sing 
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Please sit. 

The Welcome and Announcements 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon 

us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in 
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

The Word 

Reading:  Ezekiel 37:1–14 
Ezekiel's vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live again in 
their land through God's life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they will know that "I am 
the Lord." 
 
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle 
of a valley; it was full of bones.  2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were 
very dry.  3He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know."  4Then he said to me, 
"Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.  5Thus says the Lord GOD to these 
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.  6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon 
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD." 
  7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the 
bones came together, bone to its bone.  8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and 
skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them.  9Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 
they may live."  10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. 
  11Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and 
our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.'  12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going 
to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.  
13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people.  
14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the 
LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD." 
  

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

Reading: Romans 8:6–11 
For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our actions and 
values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and will 
also raise us from the dead. 
 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  7For this reason the mind that is 
set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law — indeed it cannot,  8and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 
  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not 
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.  10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit 
is life because of righteousness.  11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
   

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 130 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

1Out | of the depths 
 I cry to | you, O LORD; 
2O LORD, | hear my voice! 
 Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 
3If you were to keep watch | over sins, 
 O LORD, | who could stand? 
4Yet with you | is forgiveness, 
 in order that you | may be feared.    
5I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; 
 in your word | is my hope. 
6My soul waits for the Lord 
more than those who keep watch | for the morning, 
 more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love; 
 with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption. 
8For the LORD shall | redeem Israel 
 from | all their sins.    
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Sermon 
 

Can These Bones Live? 
Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.      
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: John 11:28-44 
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of 
the tomb and restores him to life. 
 
  28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, "The Teacher is here 
and is calling for you."  29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him.  30Now Jesus had not yet come to 
the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.  31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling 
her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there.  32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died."  33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, 
he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.  34He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, 
come and see."  35Jesus began to weep.  36So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!"  37But some of them said, "Could not 
he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?" 
  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it.  39Jesus 
said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he 
has been dead four days."  40Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?"  
41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me.  42I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you 
sent me."  43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!"  44The dead man came out, his hands 
and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." 
    
 Pastor  The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation  Praise to you, O Christ. 



8 

 

Hymn of the Day #786 
Please stand and sing. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

Please sign the red Attendance Book and pass it down the pew.  
 

Offertory      
"Dry Bones", Traditional Spiritual, arr. by Mark Hayes 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Assisting Minister Lord, in your mercy.    
Congregation  Hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Apostles' Creed    
 

  Pastor  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 

Offertory Prayer   
 Assisting Minister Let us pray.  

Congregation  God of all creation, all you have made is good, 
 and your love endures forever. 
 You bring forth bread from the earth  
 and fruit from the vine. 
 Nourish us with these gifts, 
 that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence 
 in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Words of Institution 
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Hymn  #759 
All sing. 
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Dismissal 

Assisting Minister Go in peace.  Share the good news.         

Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 

Sending Hymn  #673 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
All sing. 

The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 
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Redeemer’s Easter Celebration 

April 9 
7:30 pm 

Maundy Thursday 
Remember Christ through this service.  

April 10 
Friday 
Noon 

Good Friday Worship 
On this sacred day, worship at noontime.  
A light lunch will be provided at 11:00 am. 

April 10  
Friday 

7:30 pm 

Tenebrae Service  
Experience the solemn majesty of this special service as we remember 
Christ's death. 

April 11 
Saturday 
9:00 am 

Easter Vigil Walk 
Walk throughout McLean and pray the Stations of the Cross. 

April 12 
 Sunday  

8, 9:30 and 11 

Easter Morning Services  
Celebrate our Risen Lord this great day.  The brass musicians will  
accompany our talented choir, making this a festival celebration to 
honor our Lord. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Settings 9 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our  worship. 
There is a children’s worship bulletin for 
them.  Also, a special cart of books is in 
the back of the nave. Your children are 
welcome to borrow books for the service.  
If you prefer, a nursery and/or childcare is 
available for children up to age 3 during all 
worship services.  A pager is available 
from the nursery.  

Visitors are invited to sign the red 
Attendance Book at the end of the pew.   
 
Hearing help available: We have for  your  
use, personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex.  Please refer questions 
or comments to an usher.  
 
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Sunday Services  
8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

Can These Bones Live? 

Before it is anything else, today’s gospel is an up-close, deeply personal story of grief. 
Even the movements seem familiar: Jesus is on the way, then present to each sister. At 
last, he stands outside the tomb of his friend who has died, and whom the community 
mourns. 

In today’s first reading, we are swept up with Ezekiel and deposited into a wilderness 
valley full of dry, dead bones. In the valley, God asks Ezekiel, “Mortal, can these 
bones live?” (Ezek. 37:3). Of Lazarus in our gospel reading for today, we, like 
Ezekiel, might also respond: “O Lord God, you know.” How can dry bones come to 
life? And how could a dead man ever possibly live again? Indeed, we might wonder if 
it will be enough, ever could be enough, that Jesus is “the resurrection and the 
life” (John 11:25). At the same time, we easily understand and echo Martha and Mary, 
who were both accusing angrily and confessing hopefully when they said, “Lord, if 
you had been here . . .” (John 11:21, 32). 

As John tells it, Lazarus has been in the tomb four days by the time Jesus arrives. By 
then the whole village is awash in grief. When Jesus weeps too, they are amazed at his 
loving devotion: here is a strong sign of connection, a visible reminder that Jesus is 
truly present among human community, not above it. In the end, Jesus does what we 
could never imagine was even a remote possibility. He calls to the one entombed; he 
summons life, like the Spirit blowing over the valley in Ezekiel. God is up to 
something! Here, a sign of signs: God is making all things new. 

New life is emerging from the tombs of our world and from the shadowed corners of 
our hearts. May Jesus’ resurrecting power be felt deep in our own bones! 

    Readings for next Sunday: 
Isaiah 50:4-9a   Psalm 31:9-16   Philippians 2:5-11   Matthew 26:14 – 27:66 


