
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
5 Lent, March 21, 2021 

Service at 9am 
  

God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant that will allow all the people to 
know God by heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is lifted up 
on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s love and truth into our 

hearts. We join together in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal,  
and leave strengthened to share God’s love with all the world. 
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Gathering 
Prelude 

"Amazing Grace", arranged by Dale Wood 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor In the mercy of almighty God,  
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  
To those who believe in Jesus Christ,  
he gives the power to become the children of God  
and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation Amen 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Gathering Hymn #660 
The Cantor sings this hymn. 
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Kyrie 
Cantor sings. 
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The Word 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. 

Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live 
in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Reading: Jeremiah 31:31–34 
The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the covenant established at Sinai. Here 
the prophet looks to a day when God will make a new covenant with the people. There will be no need to teach the law, 
because God will write it on their hearts. 
 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah.  32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt — a covenant that they broke, though I was their 
husband, says the LORD.  33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people.  34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know 
the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
  
Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 5:1-12 
The congregation will read the parts in bold. 

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
 in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
 and cleanse me from my sin. 
 
3For I know my offenses, 
 and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
 so you are justified when you speak  
 and right in your judgment.    
 
5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
 a sinner from my mother's womb. 
6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
 and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
 wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
 that the body you have broken may rejoice.    
 
9Hide your face from my sins, 
 and blot out all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
11Cast me not away from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
 and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.    

Reading: Hebrews 5:5–10 
Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains how Christ lived in trusting obedience 
to God, and so God has made Christ the source of our eternal salvation. 
 

5So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to 
him, 
 "You are my Son, today I have begotten you";  6as he says also in another place, 
 "You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek." 
  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one 
who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.  8Although he 
was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered;  9and having been made perfect, he became the 
source of eternal salvation for all who obey him,  10having been designated by God a high priest 
according to the order of Melchizedek. 
  
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation  
Please stand. The Cantor will sing the Gospel Acclamation. 

Sermon 
 

We Wish to See Jesus 
Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. John.      
Congregation    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel:  John 12:20–33 
Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus' words about seeds planted in 
the ground turn the disaster of his death into the promise of a harvest in which everyone will be gathered. 
 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the 
festival were some Greeks.  21They came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, 
"Sir, we wish to see Jesus."  22Philip went and told 
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus.  23Jesus answered them, "The hour has come 
for the Son of Man to be glorified.  24Very truly, I 
tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, 
it bears much fruit.  25Those who love their life lose 
it, and those who hate their life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life.  26Whoever serves me must 
follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be 
also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
  27Now my soul is troubled. And what 
should I say — 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, 
it is for this reason that I have come to this hour.  
28Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came 
from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again."  29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, "An angel has 
spoken to him."  30Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your sake, not for mine.  31Now is the 
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out.  32And I, when I am lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all people to myself."  33He said this to indicate the kind of death he 
was to die. 

  
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation    Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn #328 
The Cantor sings this hymn. 

Apostles' Creed    
  Vicar  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
 you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation.  
 Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; 

and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.  As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your  
financial gifts.  Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Vicar Lord, in your mercy. 
Congregation Hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
 trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation   Amen. 

Special Music 
‘Ah, Holy Jesus’ by Lani Smith  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Congregation Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Blessing 
Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 

  Lamb of God 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Come to the Table 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,  
 almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,  
 that renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace.    
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All are welcome to receive Holy Communion  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.   

You are an important part of our faith community. 

 

For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping six feet apart.  Once you 
arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape juice.  Please move by the basket that stands next 

to the table.  Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you.  Go in peace and serve the Lord." 

 

Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building.  Those who wish to have a time of 
prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles.  When you are ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from 

others.  We ask that you not gather in the Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside. 

 

 

At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace for those who are watching the videos. 

 

Pastor                      Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  

Congregation          Thanks be to God. 

Invitation to Commune 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 9 and the Service of the Word from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
Children are always welcome in our worship.  Hearing help available: We have for your use, personal  

hearing amplification units available in the narthex.  
Please refer questions or comments to an usher.  

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

The flowers are given by  
to the glory of God  

 

Life Not Thwarted by Death 

On Ash Wednesday we put ashes on our heads, allowing our truth to be 
exposed: we are mortal; we are dust. We spoke a confession, and more and 
more truth bubbled up, truth that so often is suppressed: we are broken; we 
have fallen short; we are implicated in the muck of systemic sin. On Ash 
Wednesday we agreed: we are done putting on airs. 

Jesus has never been one for putting on airs, and so today we find him living 
the consequence of a truthful, authentic life. He has raised Lazarus from the 
dead, he has attracted a following, and the religious authorities are afraid for 
themselves and their people living under Roman occupation that Jesus is about 
to bring Rome down upon their heads. They are actively seeking to silence 
Jesus for the sake of the nation. 

We meet Jesus today facing down the choice either to bury his truth in order to 
stay safe or to let the truth of his life be known and therefore risk being buried. 
Jesus chooses to let his truth and his light shine, knowing he will be buried for 
it. Despite the way it troubles his soul, he is clear that this is what he has come 
to do. Like the wheat seed that dies to create life in a new stalk of grain, Jesus’ 
life will not be thwarted by the threat of death. 

When you were baptized, you were baptized into Christ’s life; the seed of your 
life was buried in Christ. When you dine at Christ’s table, you take his life into 
your own. His fearless, free, unearthed, burgeoning life is yours. You are free, 
O church, from the work of appeasing others, of contorting yourself to stay 
safe, of quieting your unique and therefore potent voice, of finding creative 
ways to hide the light that is in you. Your life will not be thwarted by death. 
So, live.  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Isaiah 50:4-9a   Psalm 31:9-16   Philippians 2:5-11   Mark 15:1-39 


