
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
4 Lent, March 14, 2021 

Service at 9am 
  

The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise God makes to Moses: those 
who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so 

that those who look to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the 
sign we can look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying. 
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Gathering 
Prelude 

"Be Thou My Vision", arranged by Dale Wood 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor In the mercy of almighty God,  
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  
To those who believe in Jesus Christ,  
he gives the power to become the children of God  
and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation Amen 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Gathering Hymn #715 
The Cantor sings this hymn. 
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Kyrie 
Cantor sings. 
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The Word 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and 

rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may 
reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Reading: Numbers 21:4–9 
Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine and grumble. They forget about the 
salvation they experienced in the exodus. God punishes them for their sin, but when they repent God also provides a 
means of healing: a bronze serpent lifted up on a pole. 
 
4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the people became 
impatient on the way.  5The people spoke against God and against Moses, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to 
die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food."  6Then the LORD sent 
poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died.  7The people came to Moses 
and said, "We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents 
from us." So Moses prayed for the people.  8And the LORD said to Moses, "Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a 
pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live."  9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; 
and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
  

Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
The congregation will read the parts in bold. 

1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, 
 for God's mercy endures forever. 
2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim 
 that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 
 
3gathering them in from the lands; 
 from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 
17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 
 through their sins they were afflicted. 
 
18They loathed all manner of food 
 and drew near to death's door. 
19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD 
 and you delivered them from their distress.    
 
20You sent forth your word and healed them 
 and rescued them from the grave. 
21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love 
 and your wonderful works for all people. 
 
22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 
 and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.    

Reading: Ephesians 2:1–10 
While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace in Christ Jesus. We are saved not by 
what we do but by grace through faith. Thus our good works are really a reflection of God's grace at work in our lives. 
 
You were dead through the trespasses and sins  2in which you once lived, following the course of this world, following 
the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient.  3All of us once lived 
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of 
wrath, like everyone else.  4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us  5even when we 
were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ — by grace you have been saved —  6and raised us 
up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7so that in the ages to come he might show 
the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  8For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God —  9not the result of works, so that no one may boast.  10For we 
are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
  

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation  
Please stand. The Cantor will sing the Gospel Acclamation. 

Sermon 
 

What can we do with God’s love?  
Vicar Hephzibah Penumaka 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.      
Congregation    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel:  John 3:14–21 
To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the scripture passage quoted in 
today's first reading. Just as those who looked upon the  bronze serpent were healed, so people will be saved when they 
behold Christ lifted up on the cross. 
 
14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  15that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life. 
  17Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him.  18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned 
already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God.  19And this is the judgment, that the light 
has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil.  20For all who do 
evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed.  21But those who do what is true 
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God." 
  

Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
Congregation    Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn #631 
The Cantor sings this hymn. 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
 you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation.  
 Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; 

and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.  As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your  
financial gifts.  Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Vicar Lord, in your mercy. 
Congregation Hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
 trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation   Amen. 

Special Music 
‘What Wondrous Love Is This?’ American Folk Hymn arr. by Richard Walters, Waka Osifchin, soprano  

Apostles' Creed    
  Vicar  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 



10  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Congregation Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Blessing 
Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 

  Lamb of God 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Come to the Table 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,  
 almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,  
 that renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace.    
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All are welcome to receive Holy Communion  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.   

You are an important part of our faith community. 

 

For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping six feet apart.  Once you 
arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape juice.  Please move by the basket that stands next 

to the table.  Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you.  Go in peace and serve the Lord." 

 

Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building.  Those who wish to have a time of 
prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles.  When you are ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from 

others.  We ask that you not gather in the Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside. 

 

 

At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace for those who are watching the videos. 

 

Pastor                      Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  

Congregation          Thanks be to God. 

Invitation to Commune 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 9 and the Service of the Word from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
Children are always welcome in our worship.  Hearing help available: We have for your use, personal  

hearing amplification units available in the narthex.  
Please refer questions or comments to an usher.  

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

The flowers are given by  
 

Andrea DeChaine  to the glory of God   
In memory of Lisa and Ray Kuschke 

 

& 
 

by Delphine Engel to the glory of God  
In honor of Madeleine and Bernard Menaut 

Look and Live 

The cure for the ancient Israelites, following Moses, is to look directly at what 
is killing them, rather than avoid or hide from it. Healing occurs in the 
confrontation. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus likens his crucifixion to Moses lifting up the serpent in 
the wilderness so the Israelites might be saved from the venom of desert 
snakes. In doing so, Jesus communicates that he came so we might look at 
what is killing us. He came to shine a light on that which poisons our lives so 
we might live. 

In today’s gospel, we catch Jesus in the middle of a conversation with a 
Pharisee named Nicodemus, who is slinking around in the night to get a word 
in with Jesus, presumably so he is not seen. In this conversation Jesus gives a 
judgment that shines a light on Nicodemus: you, Nicodemus, seem to prefer 
the darkness because there is something you are doing that you want to hide, 
thus making it easier for you to live in the dark. This sounds an awful lot like 
the experience of shame. Jesus is naming the way shame has dictated 
Nicodemus’s life, relegating him to shadows where he will not be seen for 
what he really is. Notice the lack of condemnation. Jesus is simply a light, 
showing Nicodemus to himself. 

Jesus is also a light to us, showing us to ourselves. Looking at Jesus lifted up 
on the cross, we see the poison that is killing us: power used to protect the 
status quo; our instinct to blame one in order to save the rest. We see the fruit 
of our defenses against what the light reveals: the death of an innocent man at 
the hands of those in power. 

Christ has come so that we will see what is poisoning us and that, in seeing, 
we might turn and live. 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Jeremiah 31:31-34  Psalm 51:1-12  Hebrews 5:5-10  John 12:20-33 


