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Author  

Malachi 1:1 – An oracle 

The word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi 
 

Malachi could be the personal name of a specific prophet or a title (my messenger) 

The book contains six unique units 

 

Date  
There are no references to specific people or events that enable scholars to date the book. 

Many of the abuses the prophet condemns are generic so no new information there. 

Consensus is that it comes from the time after the Babylonian exile. 

A reference to a governor and not a king is found in 1:8. 

Date is after the prophets Haggai and Zechariah and after the reestablishment of the temple. 

 

Malachi 1:2-5   The God of Love 

I have loved you: The opening statement that provides the framework for the entire book. 

Unlike the other prophetic books, this section contains no accusations or charges of wrongdoing. 

We see the first of a series of questions (22 questions in 55 verses). 

The people do not question the overarching concept of divine love but … 

They want to know how that love shows itself in the present situation. 

Implied in the question is a disparity between the divine statement and what they experience. 
 

God answers the question in a new way. 

In the past God would recount his mighty works (creation, the exodus, the promise of land) 

In this case God recounts the story of Esau and Jacob (Genesis 24-28) 

Jacob is represented by the kingdom of Israel / Esau is represented by Edom 

Historic context: Edom was brought to an end in 552 BCE 

Edom was destroyed and never rebuilt 

For the people that was visible proof that God rejected Edom / hated Edom 

In contrast, the continued existence of Israel was visible proof of God’s love 
 

The word hate in Scripture is not an emotional or psychological feeling but non-election. 

In Genesis it is Esau who hates Jacob (Genesis 27:41). 

 

Malachi 1:6-2:9  Accusations Against the Priests  

1:6-11  The basic accusation is – Where is the honor due me? 

  There are specific abuses in the offering of sacrifices. 
 

1:12-14 This part takes up issues of flagrant disregard for the proper conduct of worship. 
 

2:1-9  The priests who despise God (1:6) will themselves be despised (2:9). 

  Note that no questions or comments interrupt God in this longer section. 
 

Question for us:  

Why we would present to God anything less than what we would present to those whom we 

honor and respect?  When God made his covenant with the people he called us to be reverent in 



our worship.  For Malachi, when we are not reverent in worship we sin against the very name 

and essence of God.  The role of the priest is to guard knowledge and to be the messenger of the 

Lord of hosts. 

 

Malachi 2:10-16    Accusations of Unfaithfulness   

This is the most problematic section of Malachi. 

There are difficulties with the translation of specific words and phrases. 

No agreement by scholars on the fundamental nature of the accusation. 

Are the abuses in marital practices specific or figurative (as in Hosea and Jeremiah)? 
 

The list of abuses is followed by a pronouncement of judgment. 

What is at stake is a violation of the covenant with God.  

A distinctive feature of this passage is the way that Malachi develops relationships. 

In this section there is a mutual relationship among the members of the community based 

upon a common father and creator. 

 

Malachi 2:17-3:5  The God of Justice 

It begins with a statement of accusation directed to the people by the prophet (and not God). 

Charge: You have wearied the Lord with your words. 

The people readily admit that God is just but their complaint is that they have not experienced it. 

The wicked still prosper. 

The answer is eschatological – Justice will be restored only through future divine intervention. 

In the NT, the synoptic Gospels identify the unnamed messenger in 3:1 as John the Baptist. 

 

Malachi 3:6-12  Accusations Concerning Tithes 

Note verse 7: Return to me, and I will return to you – says the Lord Almighty. 

A general accusation (you have turned aside from my statues) is followed by a specific charge. 

The whole section is concerned with the failure of the people to tithe. 

In Nehemiah (10:40) the failure to pay tithes meant the temple was neglected. 

In Malachi this is a direct offense against God.  

 

Malachi 3:13-4:3  The Righteous and the Wicked 

3:14 It is vain to serve God. 

  What do we profit by keeping his command?  

3:15 Now the arrogant are happy.   The wicked put God to the test and escape. 
 

The people who revered the Lord were given their final chance to speak. 

The Lord listened and a book of remembrance was written. 

Justice will prevail and it will occur in the future as in 3:1-5 but these people will be spared. 
 

The Day of the Lord  

There is no promise of immediate change with the present social order.  

The coming day is much less detailed than in some of the other prophetic texts. 

There is a total absence of any interest in the fate of the pagan nations. 

The images include light, brightness, and the rising sun. 

God comes in the image of a winged sun disk. 
 

Where is the God of justice? – is finally resolved in 4:1-3. 



Malachi 4:4-6   Epilogue 

After the awesome description of the great day to come, these final verses seem anti-climatic. 

There is no comparable ending in any other prophetic books of the Bible. 

The God who will come in judgment is not an unknown God. 

The final imperative is to remember. 
 

Unique to Malachi: Elijah will come and then there will be the great and terrible day of the Lord. 

There is no mention of a messiah or a messianic age in this section. 

In the synoptic gospels, John the Baptist is identified with Elijah. 

He functions as the precursor of the Messiah. 

In Malachi, the task of Elijah is to bring together parents and children (reconciliation). 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

As Listed in the Bible  Chronological List 

Hosea  →   Jonah 

Joel   →   Amos 

Amos  →   Hosea 

Obadiah 

Jonah   →   Joel 

Micah 

Nahum 

Habakkuk 

Zephaniah 

Haggai 

Zechariah 

Malachi 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hosea  Speaks to the steadfast and unfailing love of God for Israel in spite of the 

continued unfaithfulness of God’s people. 
 

Joel A recent drought and locust plague strike Judah without warning.  They become 

the object lessons to warn the people of a future invasion of Israel on the Day of 

the Lord.  But if the nation repents and returns to the Lord then God will restore 

his relationship with them and will bless them. 
 

Amos The divine message by Amos was primarily one of judgment.  However, it ends 

with words of hope.  God will preserve a repentant remnant that will be restored 

and blessed. 
 

Obadiah Edom stood judged and under certain doom because of her pride.   Their sin was 

their rejoicing over the misfortunes of Jerusalem. 
 

Jonah God has concern for the whole world and is sovereign over all nations.  God is 

also sovereign over all human affairs.  God’s gracious offer of salvation extends 

to all who repent and return to God. 
 

 



Micah The prophet exposes the injustices of Judah and shows that God is just.  The 

theme of judgment is prominent but he also stresses restoration.  He declares the 

restoration of the people of Israel to a place of prominence.  There place in the 

world will be made known with the coming of the Messiah. 
 

Nahum The fall of Nineveh is the retribution of God against the wicked Assyrians.  Their 

cruelty, power and pride would come to an end by the power of God.  In the midst 

of that judgment, Nahum brings words of comfort to Judah. 
 

Habakkuk The prophet is perplexed over the coming invasion of the wicked Babylonians.  

Why did God permit the increasing evil in Judah to go unpunished?  How could a 

Holy God use sinful nations like Babylon as a source of judgment?  In the end he 

proclaims God’s goodness and power in view of the problem of evil.  He closes 

with a psalm of joyful trust. 
 

Zephaniah The people of Judah have been lax in their moral and spiritual lives.  They were 

influenced by the reigns of Manasseh and Amon.  Judgment will come on the Day 

of the Lord but God is also a God of mercy.   There is a call for repentance and a 

promise of future redemption. 
 

Haggai The prophet wrote to encourage and exhort the returned remnant to rebuild the 

temple.  The people were to put God first.  They were not to grow weary in 

service to the Lord.  God’s promise for tomorrow became the foundation for their 

confidence today. 
 

Zechariah The prophet wrote to encourage the returned remnant to complete the work on the 

temple.  God was at work in the world to restore Israel to their spiritual 

inheritance.  They are to prepare for the coming Messiah. 
 

Malachi God answers the question of the priests and the people through Malachi.  God 

rebukes them for their sins (their backsliding and poor attitudes) but God also 

encourages them and ends on a positive note.  The coming of the Lord’s 

messenger will clear the way for the Messiah. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Next Bible Study Series – The Letter of James  Blue Christmas  

Wednesday Evening at 7:15 pm     Wednesday, December 7   

         

November 2       6:30 pm – Dinner  

November 9       7:30 pm – Worship  

November 16        

  

Spiritual Retreat at Hallowood 

November 18-19 

God in Unexpected Places  


