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I am an avid reader.  I just finished the latest novel by Jodi Picoult 

entitled Small Great Things.  The book follows closely the story that 

made the news in Flint, Michigan, in 2012.  It seems a father made a 

request to the hospital that no African American was to treat his baby 

(who was currently in NICU).  A law suit quickly followed the 

request that stated the nurse supervisor reassigned the infant to a 

different nurse and a note was placed on the assignment clipboard that 

read – no African American nurse to take care of this baby.  In the 

novel the author sticks to the details but then spins her own tale in 

order to help the reader delve deeper into the sensitive issue of racism.   
 

At the end of the book one of the characters reflects on what 

transpired since that note was placed on the clipboard.  I was struck 

by this one statement: the part of the brain that allows us to blame 

everything on people we do not really know is the same part of the 

brain that allows us to have compassion for strangers.  The father did 

not know this nurse but he was quick to make assumptions about her 

and blamed her (and all people like her) for what was wrong in 

society.  At the same time the nurse received financial support and 

cards from people half a world away that were sensitive to her plight.   
 

And it made me think:  

When we see and experience the same people, what makes our 

perceptions of them so different? 
 

I have since moved on to a couple other books but then when I read 

John 9 I thought about that question again.  Here we have one of the 

most artistically crafted chapters in the whole Bible in which a man 

who sat in darkness was brought to see the light (not only physically 

but spiritually) and the Pharisees (who thought they saw the light) 

were plunging themselves deeper into darkness.  What made the man 

move closer to Christ but made the Pharisees more distant? 
 

 

Like the novel by Jodi Picoult, the author of John masterfully narrates 

the miracle in a few short verses but then allows his readers to 

struggle with his real interest which is the interrogations that take 

place after the blind man is healed.   
 

In the 1st interrogation the neighbors approached the healed man and 

they wanted to know all the details of what happened.  But the man 

only knew that his healer was called Jesus.   
 

Under the pressure of even more probing questions by the Pharisees, 

the man confessed that he believed Jesus to be a prophet.  In the 3rd 

and final interrogation (again by the Pharisees) he became an 

enthusiastic defender of Christ.  The series of questions helped him to 

articulate his growing faith and it became clear to him that Jesus 

demonstrated that he was indeed from God and he was indeed the Son 

of God.  And at the end of the day he proclaimed to Jesus –  

Lord, I believe!  
 

And while the blind man has his eyes opened to the truth about Jesus 

Christ, at the same time the Pharisees are becoming more and more 

stubborn and jealous so they no longer see Jesus for who he really is 

… they are offended by the violation of the Sabbath rules and they 

have no interest in what the blind man did or did not say.  At the end 

of their day they refuse to accept Jesus Christ as the Messiah.  They 

make Jesus into a problem that needs to be solved.  They are quick to 

make assumptions about him and blame him for what is wrong with 

the world.  And Christ no longer represents the truth. 
 

We live in a world right now where it is so hard to know what is true 

and what is not.  We question everything that takes place.  We want to 

know who to trust to give us the truth.  And our gospel lesson 

confirms that our behavior will change based on what we perceive to 

be the reality.  The man born blind grew to understand that Jesus was 

who he said he was … and the Pharisees saw a different reality and 

hated Jesus for what he did and what he represented. 
 

Some blame everything on people they do not really know while 

others have an enormous compassion for those same people.   

What makes our perceptions of people so different?   
 

John 9 is long enough of a lesson for one day but let us push on into 

John 10 as that is where I found the answer to this burning question.   



Most of us are aware that people who are blind have acute hearing.  I 

vividly remember standing in the Lutheran Blind House in 

Madagascar when our interpreter walked into the room and 

introduced us to the students.  Immediately an older gentleman stood 

up and called our interpreter by name.  It had been nine years since he 

heard that voice, but he recognized it immediately and he wanted to 

greet and embrace an old friend.   
 

In our story, the blind man heard the voice of Jesus before he saw him 

and he followed Jesus’ instructions exactly. He had to depend on his 

hearing rather than his sight.  In John 10 Jesus continues to teach the 

disciples the importance of listening.  The sheep hear his voice and 

they come running to him.  He stands there and calls them by name 

and he leads them out.  He goes ahead of them and they follow 

because they know his voice. 
 

There are many competing voices right now in this world wanting us 

to follow them (because they tell us) (that they are telling us the 

truth).  My head spins most days as I weed through everything to 

determine if it really is the truth or not.  But at the end of the day I 

know where the truth resides and with whom I trust.   
 

We are to trust in God alone.  He is our good shepherd and we are to 

listen to his voice and not any other voice.  And it dawned on me that 

this explains why some people blame others while others show 

compassion.  It depends on what voice you choose to listen to … if it 

is of God then the action will be loving, joyful, peaceful, patient, kind, 

generous, faithful, gentle, and will demonstrate self-control (the fruit 

of the Spirit).  And if the voice is not of God then we will experience 

jealousy, anger, division, and quarrels (the works of the flesh). 
 

When I listen to the voice of God my heart leans towards compassion 

but when I do not listen to God then blaming others becomes more 

my mantra.  John 9 speaks clearly about what happens when people 

are divided.  They exaggerate the truth and the truth begins to fade 

altogether.   
 

I love books with happy endings.  I do not want to give away the end 

of the novel I read but the end of the Gospel of John will not 

disappoint you.  In case you have not heard, Jesus died and rose again 

and many will hear his voice and follow him.   

Sure, some will still question whether or not he is the Messiah, 

whether or not he truly died on the cross, and whether or not he rose 

from the dead.  But the rest of us will continue to grow in our 

understanding of God through Christ because Jesus touched us in 

some way.  He might have touched our eyes so that we could see 

something we did not see before.  He might have touched our ears so 

that we could hear his voice, recognize it, and follow him because we 

know we could trust him.  He might have touched our heart so that 

instead of blaming others for everything that goes on in this world we 

start our own efforts to show compassion to those who least expect it.   
 

The Gospel of John reminds us of how carefully we have to tune our 

ears to the voice of Christ.   
 

All I know is that I was once blind and now I see!   

Lord, I believe!  Amen  

 

  


