
2nd SUNDAY IN LENT 

March 13, 2022 

 

Text: Psalm 27 

Theme: Whom Shall I Fear? 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you from God our Father  

and from his Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen  
 

In Ephesians the Bible is described as the sword of the Spirit and in 

Hebrews it is said to be sharper than any two-edged sword.  Within its 

pages we find passages that comfort us as well as challenge us.  There 

are plenty of instances where people have isolated certain chapters 

and verses, taken them out of context, and used them to discriminate 

and condemn others.  People pick just one out of the 31,102 verses in 

Scripture to endorse any position (on any topic) and therefore justify 

their actions against their brothers and sisters.   
 

We also know that within the Bible are texts that confuse us and seem 

counter to what we believe as Christians.  We struggle over some of 

the teachings of Jesus (taken out of context) when we read that he did 

not come to bring peace but a sword.  He came to set a man against 

his father and a daughter against her mother.   
 

As an antidote to all of the above it is imperative that we discover the 

larger, consistent messages that are found in Scripture.  We can study, 

dissect, and interpret individual verses all we want but it is only when 

we put them in the overall context of the Bible that their true meaning 

comes to light.   
 

Here are some of those core messages.  
 

First is that God is merciful.  We do not have a God who punishes us 

as we ought to be punished for our sins.  Instead God turns every 

morning into a new day filled with new possibilities.  Second is that 

God is always with us.  God will never leave or abandon us.  God will 

walk with us through every aspect of our lives.  Third is that we are 

never outside the grace of God.  Our sins are covered by the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Fourth is the acknowledgment that as 

disciples of Jesus we have been given the ability and capacity to love 

(even those who are not so easy to love).   
 

And one more core message I want to lift up today is the one that we 

will now address.  God does not want us to live in fear.  In Scripture 

the words (Do not be afraid) are repeated over and over again.  Last 

Sunday we heard the devil use every possible deception to make Jesus 

bend to his will.  This Sunday we learn that the greatest weapon the 

devil uses against people of faith is to introduce fear into almost every 

part of our lives.   

We are never worry-free.   

We are always anxious and it starts at an early age.    
 

Young children are afraid to be in the dark or do not want to be left 

alone at night.  Teenagers are afraid of being rejected or laughed at 

for being different from others.  There is the fear of getting into the 

right college and of failure if we do not do well once we are accepted.  

As adults we have financial fears and we worry about our adult 

children all the time.  As we age there is the fear of being isolated 

from others, fear of losing our memory, and ultimately the fear of 

death.   
 

With so many uncertainties in the world right now let us stay focused 

on those chapters and verses that affirm those core messages, that do 

not confuse us, and that bring us some comfort.  It is how I settled on 

Psalm 27.  When life continues to push our fear button we can open 

our Bibles and read and pray this psalm.  We can take what is causing 

the psalmist so much anxiety and replace it with our own stressors – 

stress over the rising cost of food and gas, the instability and 

uncertainty of the world as the fighting escalates in Ukraine, the threat 

of another world war, our health, our relationships.   
 

When we sit down and pray this psalm we counter those stressors 

with words that we can certainly commit to memory: The Lord is my 

light and my salvation.  The Lord is my stronghold.  I am confident.  I 

stand firm even when wars rise up against me.   
 

No matter what is going on in our world, no matter how many 

enemies surround us, no matter what troubles we have at home, no 

matter if our life is in jeopardy we say: 1)  I will not be afraid 2) I will 

be confident and 3) I will rejoice in the Lord.   
 

 



The reason the psalmist can set aside his fears and be confident and 

rejoice in the Lord is because he is leaning on all those consistent 

messages that we hear from Scripture about God.  God is merciful.  

God is with us.  We are never outside the grace of God.  As believers 

we have been given the ability and capacity to love (even those who 

are not so easy to love) (those whom we might even fear).  
 

The psalmist does not need to know when or how God will deliver 

him.  It is enough for him to know who God is.  God is his light and 

his salvation.  God is his stronghold.   
 

Without God we can do nothing.  With him and in him and through 

him we have the strength to combat whatever is causing us to be 

afraid.  We are to take a good look at what we are worried about and 

compare it to what we know about God.  In Psalm 27 we discover a 

breathtaking affirmation of faith and trust in God who is mighty and 

omnipotent and all-knowing.   
 

But by verse 7 the bravado of these initial verses quickly goes away 

as the psalmist pleads with God: Hear me when I cry aloud.  Do not 

hide your face from me.  Do not cast me off.  Do not forsake me.  Do 

not give up on  me.   
 

The tension between the first six verses and the ones that follow is 

palpable.  But it shows us how real fear can live alongside honest 

faith.  Bona fide doubt holds hands with genuine trust.  In this psalm 

(as in life) both are unavoidable and both are essential.  Vigorous faith 

and animated doubt both insist that we take God seriously, ask God 

real questions, and depend upon God in definitive ways.   
 

There is some real wisdom in the way in which we have received this 

psalm.  It starts with good, solid, hopeful, well-articulated intentions.  

Our grand intentions are then tested when our needs grow and we are 

in crisis.  What happens to us when put under pressure?  In the case of 

the psalmist, there is a momentary wavering.  But then he returns to a 

strong reaffirmation of faith.  The psalmist ends up waiting for the 

Lord in whom he has put all of his trust.   
 

This psalm is a prayer (even a plea) for patience and for the ability 

and endurance to wait for the Lord even when there is no sign that our 

prayers may be answered in the way we want them to be heard.  It is 

the trust we need to have (because we know who God is) that helps us 

when the arrival of our Lord is a long way off.  This radical kind of 

trust is hard enough to generate in good times but so much harder to 

sustain in difficult times.  But the psalmist assures us that we can do it 

by the grace of God.  
 

In-between the tension between faith and doubt the psalmist lifts up 

his need for one thing.  When his life is breaking loose, enemies are 

on every side, he cannot sleep at night worried about what tomorrow 

will bring he wants nothing less than to live in the house of the Lord, 

to behold the beauty of God and to have the safety of the church to 

raise both his doubts and his faith.   
 

Open the door of your house, O Lord, and we will come to bow down 

before you.  We will come and lift up our hands and worship you.   

Amen  


