
2nd SUNDAY IN LENT 

March 12, 2017 

 

Text: Genesis 12:1-4a 

Theme: Blessed to be a Blessing 

 

Our small-group Faith Conversations continue to meet weekly.  We 

begin each session with everyone reflecting on something that took 

place over the last seven days.  It could be a significant event or just a 

simple conversation we had with another person or an insight gained 

after reading the Bible or a devotion.  We then frame our discussion 

around this fundamental question:  Where did we see God at work? 
 

We are in training to not only become disciples of Christ but grateful 

disciples of Christ (people who look at everything in life and discover 

and celebrate the blessings from God).  We are not like Pollyanna 

who remembered only the pleasant things in life and ignored the 

struggles.  We are very honest and open about what troubles us and 

over time it has become natural for us to see God in every moment (in 

the good and as God helps us work through the bad).  It has allowed 

us to delve deeper into an equally important question:  

What then are we to do in response to God’s love? 
 

In these four short verses from Genesis 12 we hear God telling Abram 

to leave the comfort of his home and go to an unknown destination.  

God will lead the way and in return for Abram’s obedience, God will 

bless him.  God will make of him a great nation and God will make 

his name great and in him all the families of the earth will be blessed.  

What an overabundance of blessings!  Almost too much!  If Abram 

were part of our faith conversation he would be very excited about his 

good fortune.  He would clearly see the hand of God upon him.  And 

we would hear his enthusiasm (mixed with some trepidation) that he 

has decided to go as the Lord instructed him. 
 

But let us not miss the one phrase embedded in these verses that helps 

frame the text and helps frame our faith conversations.  God blesses 

Abram so that Abram will be a blessing to others.  God works in our 

lives so that we can turn around and be a blessing … that is what we 

are called to do in response to his love and generosity.    
 

If the end game is simply to gratefully receive blessings from God 

then this whole lesson comes down to greed and selfishness and self-

righteousness.  Once we start keeping our blessings to ourselves then 

we are no longer being faithful to God.  We will no longer remember 

that God was the source of our good fortune.  We will eventually take 

credit for all that we have and all that we do and God will just become 

a passing thought.   
 

This is why that fundamental question is so important:  

Where do we see God at work in our daily lives?  
 

We must train ourselves to see God in every moment (in the good and 

as God helps us work through the bad).  We must train ourselves to 

put God first in our lives and center all of our thoughts on him.  Once 

this becomes our habit then we can answer any call from God even 

when we have no clue where we are headed or what exactly God 

wants us to do.   
 

Luther makes this clear in his explanation of the First Commandment.  

You are to have no other gods.  What does this mean?   

We are to fear, love, and trust God above all things. 
 

Our whole heart and confidence must be with God and in God alone 

and it is up to us to search and examine our hearts to discover whether 

or not we cling to God or to something else or someone else.  And to 

show that God takes this commandment seriously he has attached to it 

a terrible threat and then a beautiful, comforting promise.  Both need 

to be considered.  We hear in Scripture that God becomes angry when 

we rely on anything but him as he describes himself as a jealous God.  

We also hear in Scripture how kind and gracious God is to those who 

trust and believe in him.   
 

We see this pattern with God from the beginning of creation.  Within 

the first four chapters of Genesis, human beings eat the forbidden fruit 

and God casts them out of the garden but also gives them clothing to 

cover their nakedness.  Cain murders Abel.  God responds with curses 

and punishment but also with a mark on Cain so that no one will take 

his life. 
 

By Genesis 6, human sin has run rampant.  God grieves and regrets 

having made humankind.  This time the punishment wipes out every-

thing and everyone except one family and pairs of living creatures.  



However, after the flood we see a new generation of people who 

plunge right back into sin and God notes that even a complete purge 

did not change the human heart.  It is at this time that God swears 

never again to use such measures in response to the incessant flow of 

evil.   
 

God does not abandon humankind but instead God decides on a 

blessing as the alternative to a curse.  From this point on God will 

hand us his commandments with the First Commandment instructing 

us to fear, love and trust in him alone.  God will offer us choices – life 

or death, blessings rather than curses.  God will still grieve and 

become angry with the sins we commit but given the nature of his 

commitment to us, God will never give up on us. 
 

Ultimately, such faithfulness on the part of God means that God will 

eventually take upon himself all the pain and sorrow this troubled 

world generates.  Today we are starting to see what it will cost God in 

the end.  From our vantage point of knowing what happened on Good 

Friday, that kind of faithfulness will finally cost God his own life.   
 

This is the God who wants us to fear, love and trust in him alone … 

the God who will sacrifice everything (even his only Son) to make 

this relationship work.  And Abram shows us what that faith-filled 

relationship looks like.  He had absolutely no clue what God 

ultimately had in mind but in faith he obeyed.  God took Abram step-

by-step through the long journey, through a famine, and ultimately 

into the land of Canaan. Then (in his old age) he and Sarai started a 

family that would start the generations of Israelites.  Blessed to be a 

blessing to others … blessed to be a blessing to us. 
 

God has blessed us but we are not to stop there.  God is working the 

salvation of the world through us – that is the answer to that second 

faith question about what we are to do in response to God’s love and 

generosity.   
 

We are not to store our blessings but to spread them around.  We are 

not to pay it back but pay it forward.  Blessings are like the miracle of 

the loaves and the fish.  The more we share the more the blessing 

grows and multiples until everyone is satisfied and there are plenty of 

leftovers.   

It is the basic lesson we teach our children.  We are to share.  One toy 

lovingly and willingly given to another child creates peace and quiet.   

One toy fought over creates tears and temper tantrums.  Our wealth 

and resources that are lovingly and willingly shared creates a grateful 

and peaceful world.  Wealth and resources that are kept to ourselves 

lead to poverty and war.  We are to enjoy the blessings of God and 

count them one-by-one.  Then we are to pass them on wherever they 

are needed so that the people of God (from all the nations of the 

world) will be blessed.   
 

Where did we see God at work? 

And what did we do in response to God’s love and generosity? 

 


