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More Details from Last Week  

Broom Tree and Elijah  

Broom tree is a desert shrub that grows across Arabia and throughout the Judean wilderness. 

Their deep roots draw in the moisture of land that is otherwise barren. 

In Scripture, desert shrubs appear in moments of despair as well as times of divine encounter. 

Job described the broom tree as a place of desolation, ruin, and abandonment (Job 30:3-4). 

Psalmist connected the broom tree with mourning, distress, and punishment (Psalm 120). 

Elijah had lost hope and walked into the wilderness to sit under a broom tree (1 Kings 19:4).  

 

In Genesis 21:8-21 Hagar was sent away into the wilderness. 

She wandered until her water supply completely ran out. 

Placing her son (Ishmael) under a broom tree to die, she then sat down and wept.   

 

Who Knew? 

Organization called Five Talents helps the most vulnerable families escape poverty (in Vienna). 

They partner with local churches around the world to train men and women living in poverty. 

Premise for their work is based on the Bible story of God meeting Elijah at the broom tree. 

In the desert, water is invisible.  

It lies hidden beneath the surface and is often too deep to reach on our own. 

Water is there and the roots of a broom tree prove its existence. 

In the same way, hope can be discovered even in the deepest moments of human suffering. 

 

Guild of Prophets 

Many of the early prophets belonged to guilds or schools. 

Guilds were known as the sons of the prophets. 

They lived together in communities where they were under the leadership of a chief prophet. 

Prefix sons suggests that they were not full-fledged prophets but acolytes. 

They were not independent prophetic agents. 

 

In 2 Kings 4:1 the chief prophet was known as their father. 

Elijah and Elisha were leaders of prophetic communities at Bethel, Jericho, and Gilgal. 

Guilds were not tied permanently to any one place but were free to travel around. 

Prophets would deliver oracles as the occasion demanded. 

Women were not excluded from these prophetic communities (2 Kings 4:1-7). 

 

Mantle of Elijah 

Mantle was the official garment of a prophet. 

Three types of mantles were worn in Biblical times.   

In 1 Kings 19 the Hebrew word is adderet. 

Cloak was made of animal hair and was a garment of distinction worn by kings and prophets.  



It was a symbol of sacrifice and commitment.   

Throwing it over the shoulders of Elisha was a symbolic act denoting his call to be a prophet. 

It was immediately understood by Elisha even without words.  

 

Kingdom of Judah 

As we have noted the Kingdom of Israel stayed in the lead after the split of the United Kingdom. 

Occasionally Israel was temporarily weakened by domestic troubles or by foreign powers. 

On the whole Judah was overshadowed by the stronger and wealthier kingdom to the north. 

Judah was comparatively isolated in the hill country and off the main roads of the ancient world. 

In contrast Israel stood right in the path of all the major historical events.   

Geographically it was in the crossroads between Egypt and Mesopotamia.   

 

Judah was able to achieve a remarkable degree of political and economic stability. 

A single dynasty (that of David) remained on the throne of Jerusalem the whole time. 

Judah moved fairly smoothly from the Tribal Confederacy to the more advanced town life. 

Political stability was assisted by the conviction that God had this special covenant with David. 

Promise was to uphold his throne and to establish his descendants after him. 

 

Uzziah 

Under Uzziah, Judah reached the very peak of its economic and military power.  

In 2 Kings 15:1-7 and 2 Chronicles 26 we learn of some of his accomplishments – 

Modernization of the army  

Conquests of the Philistines (which put him in control of main commercial highways) 

Commercial expansion into Arabia  

Reconstruction of the trade-route seaport of Elath 

Development of agriculture  

 

Sin of Uzziah (Jewish history) 

He was a pious man and observed all the laws and commandments of the Torah. 

He was under the guidance of the prophets in his time – Isaiah, Amos, and Hosea. 

At the height of his successful rule, he committed one unpardonable sin. 

It cost him his name and throne.  

 

In a moment of self-glorification and pride, Uzziah decided to imitate Jeroboam II. 

He combined both the political and religious offices. 

He wanted to be High Priest as well as the king. 

Israelites had permitted their king to act as High Priest. 

People of Judah refused to accept this violation of the Torah. 

Only members of the priestly family of Aaron were permitted to hold this office. 

 

Uzziah persisted in his demand although the priests tried in vain to dissuade him. 

Finally Uzziah forced the issue and entered the Holy Temple and started to offer incense. 

He was smitten with leprosy and had to leave Jerusalem at once and lived in seclusion. 

When he died he was not buried in the tomb of his ancestors.  

But he was buried in the royal burial ground and his son, Jotham, succeeded to the throne.  

Judean historian interpreted the leprosy as a sign from Yahweh of his disfavor. 



In 2 Kings 15 no mention is made of the violation of the cult as the reason for the affliction.  

It did not overshadow the glory and fame of Uzziah. 

His name remained a symbol of the strength and stability of Judah. 

 

Judah rose to a position of power and influence second only to that of David and Solomon. 

Only cloud was the threat of the Assyrian imperialism. 

 

Chronicles  

Chronicles is fixed in Jewish tradition as the conclusion of the Bible. 

In all likelihood it was composed sometime in the late decades of the fifth century BC.  

It was after the return to Zion and after the mission of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

It was time to renew the Temple cult and establish the canonical authority of the Torah. 

It was probably written by a priest or (at the very least) someone close to priestly circles. 

 

Main focus of the book is on the kings of Judah. 

1 Chronicles 10 picks up the narrative found in the Book of Samuel and the death of Saul. 

David assumed the throne and we learned of the conquest of Jerusalem. 

From this point onward there are ample borrowings from Samuel and Kings. 

Some are replications of entire passages with only minor changes. 

Linguistically this book of the Bible is shaped to fit the Deuteronomistic History. 

 

Purpose was to offer a historical account that highlighted the eternal legitimacy of David. 

His dynasty was also to have a firm integration with the priestly hierarchy.  

In Chronicles . . .  

There is not report of David acting as a vassal for the Philistine, King Agag. 

Vivid scene in Samuel where David plays the madman is eliminated. 

Representation of David as a canny political player is gone. 

Adultery with Bathsheba and his murder of her husband are stricken from the record. 

Demise of David is reported briefly. 

No mention of his deathbed appeal to Solomon (to pay off scores against his enemies). 

 

Instead we read in Chronicles . . .  

David divides the priests and Levites into diverse orders.  

He instituted the regimen of the temple cult and its musical aspect. 

He was said to have produced written texts even though there is no hint of this in Samuel. 

In sum, David was an exemplary figure that was a model for the political and cultic tradition. 

National history was painted in black and white and any shadows vanished in his work.  

 

Period of Isaiah  

From the thirteenth century on, the Assyrians rose to establish an empire for the Fertile Crescent. 

In such a time (political promise and impending catastrophe) Isaiah was called to be a prophet. 

His call came in the same year that Uzziah died (742 BC). 

His prophetic career lasted more than forty years. 

During that time the political map of the world changed. 

First major political event took place in 735 BC. 

Armies of Syria and northern Israel invaded Judean soil to force Judah to enter a coalition. 



Purpose was to stop the Assyrian advance. 

It was a futile venture as Tiglath-pileser conquered Syria. 

He also swept through Gilead, Galilee, and the Plain of Sharon. 

 

Second major event for Isaiah occurred when Shalmaneser V laid siege to Samaria. 

Shalmaneser V was the successor to Tiglath-pileser. 

Samaria was the capital of northern Israel. 

During the reign of the next Assyrian king, Sargon II, his army took over Ashdod.  

Isaiah lived through the terrible days of invasions of Sennacherib. 
 

 

 
 

 

Book of Isaiah  

Not all 66 Chapters come from the eighth-century prophet. 

A great deal of the material comes from others who were disciples and interpreters of prophet. 

Early in his ministry his message to Judah had fallen on deaf ears. 

He withdrew from public life in order to bind up his testimony and seal his teachings. 

Supposedly Isaiah deposited his oracles for safekeeping within the prophetic community. 

There they were treasured, revised in light of his later teachings, and handed on to his disciples. 

 

Chapters 40-66 do not belong to the prophet Isaiah. 

Chapters reflect a historical situation that existed about two centuries later. 

It was when Judah had fallen and the people were in exile. 

Babylonia (then the superpower in the world) was about to fall with the rising of Persia. 

This is the material attributed to Second Isaiah. 

 

Genuine writings of Isaiah are found in the first thirty-nine chapters of the book. 

Chapters 36-39 were lifted (with some modifications) from 2 Kings 18:13-20:19. 

Chapters 34 and 35 are more like the poems of Second Isaiah than the preceding material. 

Chapters 24-27 (little apocalypse) reflect a later stage in the Isaiah tradition.   

 

 

 



We are left with three sections that contain the prophecies of Isaiah – 

Chapters 1-11  Compiler added Chapter 12 to round off this section 

Chapters 13-23 Oracles against other nations 

Chapters 28-32 Series of prophetic oracles 

 

Isaiah 1-11 

Chapters reflect the early period of Isaiah. 

It is from the death of Uzziah to the time of the Syro-Israelite alliance (742-732 BC). 

On the Exodus and the other great themes of Israel’s sacred history he is virtually silent. 

He was nurtured in circles that stressed the special relationship between Yahweh and David. 

He is regarded as the main supporter of the hope for a coming Messiah. 

 

Call of Isaiah was at a critical time and heavy with urgency and foreboding. 

Uzziah had been a strong king and remained a pillar of strength for the people. 

From the king went out both his blessings and strength for the whole nation. 

Death of Uzziah was an event that would have touched the lives of all the people. 

It was especially true in view of the weakness of Jotham and the menacing shadow of Assyria. 

 

At such a time Isaiah (in his call) could state with confidence that he saw the King! 

His testimony implied that the people were ultimately dependent on the cosmic King. 

It was not to be centered on the Davidic dynasty enthroned in Jerusalem. 

Place of his calling was the Temple of Solomon. 

Yahweh was King over the earth and the whole universe. 

In this setting all the elements of the temple service were transfigured. 

Even the temple itself was covered with celestial glory. 

Ancient view was that the Jerusalem temple was an earthly replica of the heavenly Temple. 

It enabled the people to believe that Yahweh was truly present in Mount Zion. 

At the same time God could be enthroned on high. 
 

 

     Isaiah 6 

     Narrative suggests the prophet stood in the  

     celestial throne room of Yahweh.   

 

     One of the recurrent themes of the Old  

     Testament was the picture of the Heavenly  

     Council.  Council was presided over by 

     Yahweh.  Yahweh used the plural us when he  

      spoke (included the heavenly host).  

 

 

 

Isaiah was drawn into the Heavenly Council (decrees were announced and messengers sent). 

He was permitted to behold what was veiled to the sight of other humans. 

In his vision one of the heavenly priests took from the altar a glowing stone. 

Seraph purged the unclean lips of Isaiah. 

Here is a new note that is introduced into prophecy. 
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Prophet himself needed purification before he could be a messenger of God.  

Amos had prayed that Yahweh would forgive the people (Amos 7:1-6). 

But Isaiah began his prophetic career as a person who wanted to be forgiven. 

Once consecrated then Isaiah volunteered even before he knew the message. 

He was to proclaim the word of Yahweh to a people whose heart was fat (insensitive). 

Ears of the people were heavy (dull) and their eyes were blind. 

It was not a good way to start off his career. 

 

Memory of Isaiah of his call could have been colored by his later experiences of failure. 

Yet more was expressed in this language than the mood of later discouragement. 

Isaiah insisted that these experiences happened within the divine purpose. 

God was not taken by surprise by the behavior of the people. 

It was known in advance that the prophetic word would have that effect on a rebellious people. 

Words and signs of the prophets would increase their blindness to the acts of Yahweh. 

But as always the severe passages of doom left room for a ray of light. 

In Isaiah we recall that after the fire of divine judgment a stump would remain. 

New life would begin with a remnant of the people. 

 

Yahweh coming to judge the people was the theme of the Song of the Vineyard (Isaiah 5:1-7). 

With a play on words the prophet announced the indignant disappointment of Yahweh. 

He looked for justice (mishpat)  

and behold, bloodshed (mispah) 

for righteousness (zedaqah) 

but behold, distress (ze’aqah) 

 

It is impossible to reproduce the force of the Hebrew language in English. 

Word pairs like justice/distress and righteousness/riot give us a rough idea. 

Oracles in 5:8-24 elaborate further the woes of a people guilty of injustice and exploitation.  

Prophet spoke on behalf of Yahweh that they were unclean.  

There was no health in them and yet Yahweh wanted to restore them. 

Yahweh wanted to make Israel a holy people fit to serve the King. 

Just as Isaiah was cleansed by forgiveness so Yahweh was seeking to purify the people. 

Jerusalem was to become the New Jerusalem (the city of righteousness). 

 

Syro-Israelite Alliance (733-732 BC) 

Jotham was succeeded on the throne of Judah by Ahaz.  

Plot was afoot among the small western states to stop the advance of Assyria. 

By pooling their efforts together they might be able to defeat the Assyrian armies. 

It made the one-time enemies (Israel and Syria) political partners for a very short time. 

 

We need our chart for this part – 

Menahem (king of Israel) joined with Rezin of Damascus to pay tribute to the Assyrian king. 

In 2 Kings 15:19-20 we see how this enabled Menahem and Pekahiah to remain in power. 

It did not go over well since the tribute was raised by heavy taxes on the rich. 

Time was ripe for a revolution. 

Army captain murdered Pekahiah and conspired with Rezin to form an anti-Assyrian coalition.  



Two kingdoms joined in an attack on Judah in an attempt to replace Ahaz. 

In Isaiah 7:6 we note that they wanted to replace Ahaz with a non-Davidic king. 

 

Presence of the invading armies filled Ahaz with panic. 

He burned his son as an offering (2 Kings 16:3). 

He hoped by doing this pagan rite he could soften the divine wrath that had come upon the city. 

Ahaz had to choose between accepting defeat at the hands of the invaders or appeal for help. 

He went out to inspect the water supply for the city (essential for Jerusalem). 

It was at that moment that Isaiah confronted Ahaz (accompanied by his young son). 

 

Message from Isaiah was simple – trust in Yahweh (be quiet and keep calm). 

Appropriate response to the crisis was relaxed confidence and not feverish anxiety. 

For Judah to become involved in the rivalries of the time would be suicidal. 

But Isaiah viewed the crisis in a wider and deeper perspective. 

Beyond the political schemes of nations was the sovereignty of God. 

Yahweh was bound in covenant loyalty to David and his descendants. 

Isaiah affirmed that the greatest resource in times of trouble was faith. 

Faith was absolute trust in (and dependence on) God. 

Isaiah called for Ahaz to cancel his plan to ask for Assyrian intervention. 

Isaiah believed that Yahweh would overthrow the Syro-Israelite alliance. 

Ahaz did not believe it. 

Next week we will see how Isaiah came to him again. 

 

Next Session – May 26 

Kingdom of Judah – Part 2  

 

 

 

 

 


