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From Last Week – Deuteronomic Code 

Name given to the law code found in Deuteronomy 12-26. 

Code outlines a special relationship between the Israelites and Yahweh. 

Instructions cover topics like religious ceremonies, civil and criminal law, and conduct of war.   

Similarities can be found with other collections of laws found in the Torah. 

Most scholars agree that this portion of Deuteronomy was written by the Deuteronomist. 

 

It is difficult to date the laws found in this section of Deuteronomy. 

Many of the laws are unique to Deuteronomy. 

In 12:5 there was a prohibition against sacrifices that were outside where the Lord chose. 

In 16:1-8 there is another prohibition against a Passover sacrifice in a national shrine. 

 

Other books of the Pentateuch refer to altars throughout Israel without condemnation. 

Both of the laws just stated were observed for the first time under King Josiah. 

It gives credence to the theory that Deuteronomy was written about that time. 

It is interesting that Amos, Hosea, and the undisputed parts of Isaiah have no reference to code. 

Jeremiah exhibits marks of these codes in almost all of his writings. 

For all these reasons that scholars believe Deuteronomy was written in 7th Century BC. 

Code served to protest the prevalent tendencies of the time. 
 

 

 
 

 

Kingdom of God Introduction 

A proper understanding of the Kingdom of God involves but the Old and New Testaments. 

Gospels, Acts, Epistles, and Revelation affirm the Old Testament expectation. 

Expectation was for a physical and future fulfillment of the promised Messianic kingdom. 

It was in line with the fulfillment of the Abrahamic, Davidic, and New covenants. 

 

Kingdom of God is one of  the key elements of the teachings of Jesus. 

New Testament is written against the backdrop of Second Temple Judaism. 

View of the kingdom developed during the restoration of Israel to a Davidic Kingdom. 

Coming of the Kingdom of God involved God finally taking back the reins of history. 



In the Old Testament most Jewish sources imagine a restoration of Israel. 

It includes either a destruction of the nations or a gathering of the nations to the one true God. 

Jesus stood firmly in this tradition.  Taking it a step further . . .  

Some conclude that God’s great intervention in history came with the arrival of Jesus. 

 

In the parables Jesus seems to indicate his own view on how the Kingdom of God arrived. 

Growth of the kingdom is characterized by a gradual process rather than an event. 

It starts small like a seed and gradually grows into a large, firmly rooted tree. 

We will spend more time on the parables next week. 

 

Death of Jesus cast doubt on the Kingdom of God since the king was allowed to be killed. 

His resurrection affirmed his claim and was the ultimate proof that God had power over death. 

Claim included his exaltation to the right hand of God. 

His predictions of his return made it clear that the Kingdom of God was not yet realized. 

In the meanwhile we are to share the good news that forgiveness of sins is available now. 

Mission of the church fills time between the initial coming of the kingdom and final judgment.   

 

Proclamation  

The New Testament period opens with several verbal announcements: 

 

Luke 1:11-17   The angelic announcement to Zacharias is that of the birth of John.  

Luke 1:17  Ties John directly into Malachi 4:5-6 that announced the coming of Elijah. 

Coming of Elijah was when the prophetic kingdom would be established.   

Luke 1:26-35   Angelic announcement to Mary has strong emphasis on Davidic covenant.   

It ties Mary and Joseph and their child directly to the Davidic line.   

Luke 1:45-55  Lesson ties in the birth of God’s judgment on enemies of Israel. 

Judgment would come through the Messiah and it would restore Israel. 

Luke 1:67-69  Zacharias linked coming of John to the Messiah. 

   Messiah was a horn of salvation for those in the house of David. 

 

Matthew not only links Jesus to the Davidic line but directly to the Kingdom of God.   

Jews expected the Messiah to redeem Israel from Roman tyranny and foreign domination. 

Matthew introduced the link of the Messiah to giving his life as a ransom for many (sacrifice). 

One of the great ironies in Matthew is that Gentiles honored Jesus at his birth. 

However, the Israelites as a whole rejected him. 

 

John the Baptist understood the coming of the Kingdom as foretold in the Old Testament. 

With the coming of Jesus believers would be baptized with the Holy Spirit. 

They would experience the messianic salvation of the Kingdom of God. 

Others would be baptized with the fires of final judgment. 

 

Mark 1:14-20 

Jesus begins his ministry with the proclamation of the good news of God. 

Content of this message was that the Kingdom of God was near. 

It was fast approaching, almost here, and so people had to prepare for it. 

Preparation was to repent and believe in the good news. 



Here the Greek word for kingdom is basileia. 

It referred to more than a dominion (more than a specific place) and included the power to reign.  

In Greek the word for time is kairos. 

It signified an opportune time and decisive moment that God would act. 

It had eschatological implications. 

 

Jesus was inviting his disciples to join him in his struggle to overturn the existing order of power. 

Purpose of Jesus’ call to discipleship was not to take people out of a hostile world. 

It was not to promise them a better life in a heavenly kingdom. 

Instead his purpose was to change the world in such a way that it would cease to be hostile. 

It was so that the reign of God could be established on earth. 

It included a preferential opportunity for the poor and the excluded. 

It would require that believers would courageously denounce the evils of their culture. 
 

 

 
 

 

Matthew 16:21-28 

Here in Matthew we hear the first of three passion predictions (16:21, 17:22-33, 20:17-19). 

Of first importance is the way this announcement is tied so closely to the confession by Peter. 

It develops into what it means to follow the Messiah as one of his disciples. 

Rather than teach them . . . Jesus will show them. 

At the heart of this revelation is the clear witness the Messiah is tied to suffering and death. 

It is ironic that Peter followed his bold confession with a rebuke to chastise Jesus. 

Peter had become a stumbling block (an offense). 

 

Jesus then addressed the disciples to help them understand what it meant to follow him. 

In the concluding verse such a following developed into two central themes: 

It had to do with saving or losing one’s life. 

It explained what it meant to be righteous (to be welcomed and experience the kingdom). 

Earlier in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus announced what it meant to enter the kingdom. 

It now was a call for a righteousness that exceeded that of the scribes and Pharisees. 

 

To take up the cross then was not an invitation to start going around looking for crosses to bear. 

Logic of the kingdom did not have to do with plotting the way to success. 

Instead disciples were called to an obediently humble giving of the self for the sake of neighbor. 

Here we get a glimpse of the distinctive view of the kingdom according to Matthew. 

Kingdom was becoming present in the resurrected life of the Messiah. 



John 3:1-17 

Term Kingdom of God is prevalent in the Synoptic Gospels. 

In the Gospel of John it is only in Chapter 3 (verses 3 and 5). 

Primary focus of John was the deity of Christ and salvation through him. 

In this section of John the term had both a present and future spiritual connotation. 

It was impossible to enter the Kingdom of God without the new birth. 

Old Testament clearly stated that unless a person had new life they could not enter kingdom. 

References include Ezekiel 36:25-31 (new birth) (new heart) (delivered from power of sin). 

Other references in the Old Testament include Isaiah 44:2-4 and 60:21 and Jeremiah 24:7. 

 

Coming of the Kingdom 

Theme of the nearness of the kingdom is announced by John the Baptist (according to Matthew). 

In Matthew, Jesus inaugurated the way of righteousness. 

Eschatological nature of the kingdom was emphatically stressed in Matthew. 

Signs that point to the coming of the kingdom are evident in the works of healing and exorcisms. 

Discourse on the sending of the disciples instructs them to preach the nearness of the kingdom. 

In Matthew the interval between the first and second coming of Christ had significance. 

A new responsibility and a new reality came into being as a consequence of the resurrection. 

New responsibility was the obligation of the disciples to preach the good news. 

New reality was that the Church represented a new nation. 

It would produce the fruits of righteousness that the people of Israel failed to do. 

Church was the true Israel which took the place of the nation that did not acknowledge Jesus.   

 

Some Conclusions about the Kingdom of God 

Kingdom of God is not a territory of social order under the rule of God. 

Aramaic term that underlies the Greek means kingship rather than a kingdom. 

Term expressed the faith of Israel that God is king. 

Many would paraphrase the kingdom of God as the reign of God. 

In English even the term reign or rule is not adequate. 

Kingdom of God is the power of God expressed in deeds. 

It is what God does that makes it evident that he is king (the activity of God). 

 

There is no difference between the meaning of the kingdom of God and the kingdom of heaven. 

Matthew was the one who preferred the latter phrase. 

Term heaven was a devout paraphrase for the Name that was not to be spoken. 

Jesus believed that God manifested his rule in history in his own time and in his own way. 

When he spoke of the kingdom of God as coming it was an eschatological hope. 

 

In ancient Judaism the kingdom could refer to a present reality perceived by faith. 

God rules his world.  He always has and he always will. 

It was possible to speak of this everlasting kingdom as an established reality. 

It happened whenever the people of God acknowledged his supremacy and obeyed his will. 

But Jesus testified that God would usher in a New Age. 

Day of judgment and salvation were at hand. 

 

 



Schools of Thought 

Interpretations diverge over the meaning of Jesus’ teachings. 

1) Jesus taught that the coming of the kingdom was imminent and a future event. 

2) Jesus taught that the kingdom came in the course of his ministry. 

3) Jesus taught that the future kingdom was already manifested in his ministry. 

 

First School of Thought – Consistent Eschatology 

Explanation has been maintained by Albert Schweitzer (Quest of the Historical Jesus). 

Jesus was convinced that the birth pangs of the New Age were experienced in his time. 

Final judgment of God would soon fall on Satan and other demonic powers. 

Day determined by God for the establishment of his kingdom was at hand. 

Son of Man would appear on the clouds as the agent of divine judgment. 

Dead would be raised and the condemned would be cast into a fiery pit. 

Righteous would enter upon the life of unending bliss. 

They would live as angels and enjoy forever the presence of God. 

 

At his baptism Jesus became the Messiah. 

His sole purpose was to set in motion the apocalyptic set of events. 

In Matthew 10:22-23 Jesus sent out the twelve disciples on a mission in Galilee. 

According to Schweitzer Jesus expected the end to take place before they returned. 

He did not expect to see them again in the present Age. 

When this expectation was not realized, Jesus revised his forecast. 

He also revised his personal role in relation to the end. 

His death was to be the apocalyptic tribulation that would precipitate last things. 

Predestined Kingdom of God was to be taken by violence. 

Journey to Jerusalem was the funeral march to victory. 

 

According to Schweitzer the eschatology of Jesus and his ethical teachings were consistent. 

His radical demands constituted the ethic of the in-between times. 

 

Second School of Thought – Realized Eschatology 

Announcement of the coming of the kingdom was based on current apocalyptic expectations. 

Neither in his actions nor in his words did Jesus imply an early end of the world. 

Coming of the kingdom in his ministry was the ultimate, decisive act of God in history. 

According to C.H. Dodd Jesus came into Galilee proclaiming that the kingdom had come. 

Eschatological day was a present fact. 

We will explore this more when we study the Parables of the Kingdom next week. 

 

There are passages in the Gospels that seem to foretell a period of waiting. 

According to Dodd, it is not probable that these passages truly represent the teaching of Jesus. 

In this case it is not the intent of Jesus’ words that have been misunderstood. 

Rather his words have been reapplied to a new situation. 

A setting in the life of the Church replaced the original setting in Jesus’ ministry. 

Parables were originally intended to recognize that the kingdom was present. 

Historical crisis with which Jesus confronted people had passed. 

Parables were adopted by the Church to prepare for the second and final crisis. 



Dodd believed the external significance of history was revealed in the ministry of Jesus. 

It was not necessary for Jesus to expect an imminent end of the world. 

Commandments then become a moral ideal for people who have received the kingdom. 

They are already living in the new age in which judgment and grace are already revealed. 

 

 

 
 

 

Excerpts from Luther’s Catechism 

Second Petition – Your kingdom come 

God’s name is holy in itself and yet we pray that it may be holy among us.  Likewise, his 

kingdom comes of itself without prayer, and yet we pray that it may come to us.  We pray that it 

may prevail among us and with us, so that we may be a part of those among whom his name is 

hallowed and his kingdom flourishes. 

 

What is the kingdom of God?  Simply what we heard in the Creed, namely, that God sent His 

Son, Christ our Lord, into the world to redeem and deliver us from the power of the devil, to 

bring us to himself, and to rule as a king of righteousness, life, and salvation against sin, death, 

and an evil conscience.  To this end he also gives his Holy Spirit to deliver this to us through his 

holy Word and to enlighten and strengthen us in faith by his power. 

 

The coming of God’s kingdom takes place in two ways: first, it comes here, in time, through the 

Word and faith, and second, in eternity, it comes through the final revelation.  Now, we ask for 

both of these things: that it may come to those who are not yet in it and that, by daily growth here 

and in eternal life hereafter, it may come to us who have attained it. 

 

Next Session – June 9  

New Testament (Parables of the Kingdom) 


