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TIDINGS 

WHILE IN COVID-19 
 

Where do I even start?  We have not been able to worship in our church building since March 15.  However 
we have been able to offer you worship services in the comfort of your home and for that I am grateful.  Ann 
Lawrence continues to put our bulletins together.  Phyllis Peter-Mallard blesses us with fresh flowers by 
Wednesday morning as that is the day we tape our services.  One of our staff members, Bill Parks, does the 
videotaping.  Our music ministry team sends him their parts of the service to include in the finished product.  
We have volunteers to read the lessons and offer greetings to the congregation.  Once the editing is complete 
Carol D’Amico posts all the materials on our website.  She also mails everything to those who do not have 
easy access to computers or other devices that allow them to view the services.   
 
Our weekly services have been a critical way to keep us connected at Redeemer.  We have also been in 
phone and/or email contact with each other.  Zoom meetings have been set up for anyone who wants to “see” 
other members of the church.  Bible studies and adult classes and classes for all of our youth have been up 
and running.  If you have missed out on any of the above and want to be a part of it please contact me imme-
diately.  We want you to participate in whatever ways you need right now and in the coming weeks.   
 
Our staff members continue to work on behalf of the whole congregation and we continue our efforts to 
reach out to those who are in need.  Our financial donations are more important than ever.  Our expenses are 
down which has been a great help.  However it has been your wonderful response that has been encouraging.  
Our members are either mailing in their financial gifts on a regular basis or people have signed up for the on-
line giving.  Both have resulted in us being able to meet our expenses.   We most certainly need to continue 
to the best of our abilities! 
 
Where do we go from here?  For the past month I have been in meetings with our bishop and colleagues as 
we determine when and how we can reopen our church buildings and our worship space safely.  Guidelines 
have been offered by the CDC as well as the Commonwealth of Virginia.  The volume of materials is exten-
sive and each idea and thought brings new questions to resolve.  But we are working on it with due diligence.  
We will make clear in all of our communications what worship will look like and how we will keep our-
selves as safe as possible.  We will find a way to offer Holy Communion at each service.   
 
One decision that has been made already is that we will continue to videotape our worship services.  The re-
sponse has been overwhelmingly positive beyond the scope of the stay-at-home restrictions.  Our members 
who are normally restricted to their homes can now be in our worship space each week.  It will keep those of 
you who have health concerns connected if you choose to wait a while before returning to Redeemer.  It will 
also enable those who reside in other parts of the country for months at a time an opportunity to be with us 
each week. 
 
 



 

For now our Bible studies will be held via Zoom.  It keeps us at a safe distance from one another and allows 
those who normally cannot attend early in the morning or later in the evening an opportunity to be fully pre-
sent.  As the summer unfolds we will make decisions on the opening of our Faith Formation (Sunday School) 
classes as it is much more difficult for children to keep to themselves (smile).   
 
As the world around us starts to open up we will take a little bit longer.  We want to do this well and we want 
to do this right for the sake of each of you who attends Redeemer.  As many of you are aware our church 
building is also used for the preschool and afterschool programs, both ministries of our church.  We are work-
ing with Tammie and Linda to put in as many safeguards as possible for the children to return.  Outside 
groups use our facility as well and we are in contact with them.   
 
I hesitate to offer you a concrete date and time when we will be able to return to worship at Redeemer.  We 
will not delay but we will also not rush!  Our weekly emails will keep you posted on any advances we make 
on a timeline.  As I already mentioned, we will make clear what we will do on those first Sundays back.  If 
anything needs to be adjusted because of our experiences then we will do so immediately.   
 
What can you do?  I ask for your patience.  I ask that if you have need to hear from me personally please let 
me know.  I am available!  I ask for your grace as our worship services will need to be modified to accommo-
date new standards for getting together.  I ask for those who have the financial resources to continue to give to 
our ministries and to those organizations that are offering assistance to those in need.     
 
I also ask each of us to remember some of the lessons we have learned over these past two months.  So many 
of us do not want to return to our overbooked schedules.  We like the slower pace of our lives.  We have en-
joyed the time with our children that includes sitting at the table with them for every single meal.  We have 
come to appreciate those for whom we cannot have physical contact with at this time.  
 
The Bible has never been so alive for me as it is right now.  We are the people of God who are suffering in 
ways we never knew could be possible in this century.  We are the ones wandering in a wilderness.  We are 
the ones in exile.  We are the ones waiting to be released from our bondage.  At the same time we are people 
of hope!  We are people who can trust that God will make good out of a difficult situation.  We are the ones 
who walk with Christ! 
 
Stay healthy in body! 
Stay well in spirit! 
 
In Christ – Pastor Sandy Kessinger  



 

SURVEY BEFORE WE TO RETURN TO ON-SITE WORSHIP  
THIS IS A SAMPLE COPY (OFFERED TO GIVE YOU TIME TO THINK ABOUT IT) 
AN EMAIL WILL GO OUT ON WEDNESDAY WITH AN ELECTRONIC VERSION 

FOR THOSE WITHOUT EMAIL A PAPER COPY WIL BE MAILED TO YOU 
ONCE YOU RECEIVE IT PLEASE RESPOND NO LATER THAN JUNE 10, 2020 

 
If we hold on-site worship services in or around the time our area enters Phase 2, how likely are you to attend? 
 

_____   Definitely attend 
 
_____   Will strongly consider it       
 
_____   Do not think so right now  
 
_____   Not any time soon  
 
 

Pastor will offer Holy Communion at each service.  How likely are you to take communion? 
 

_____   Definitely       _____   Maybe   _____   Not yet  
 
 

Which service are you most likely to attend? 
 

_____   Traditional (9 am)  _____   Contemporary (11 am) 
 
 

For families with young children what is your preference? 
 

_____   I would definitely keep my child(ren) with me in worship 
 
_____   I would definitely need the nursery to be available  
 
_____   I would consider the nursery if available but it would not affect my decision to return 
 
_____   Not applicable  
 

 
How many people in your family are likely to attend?   
 

_____   One  
  
_____   Two  
 
_____   Three to four  
 
_____   More than four 



 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
1545 Chain Bridge Road  Pastor Sandra J. Kessinger 
 McLean, Virginia   22101  www.RedeemerMcLean.org  
703.356.3346  

    

 

May 28, 2020 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church! 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
In John 14:27 Jesus said – 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not let them be afraid. 
 
On Memorial Day, May 25, a man named George Floyd died in Minneapolis. It was one of the most difficult vid-
eos to watch. Since then there have been violent riots taking place not only in Minneapolis but in other major cit-
ies such as Los Angeles and Memphis. Fires were started, stores were looted, and people were injured. For me 
there is no peace in this kind of violence. I join the parents of George Floyd who want the protests to cease while 
justice is done. 
 
In my sermon for May 31, Pentecost Sunday, I share my uneasiness for our desire to have things return to normal. 
Before March 15 the events that unfolded this week are just one example of what we saw frequently on the news 
night after night. It is not the normal I wish for our nation. 
 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit (the gift we celebrate on Pentecost) let us be more aware of our brothers and 
sisters who are suffering because of our collective prejudices. We offer our prayers to the family and friends of 
George Floyd. We pray for all those in law enforcement who are doing the right thing and maintaining our laws 
for our safety and well-being. We pray for the people who help us find the right path to express our frustrations 
and anger. We pray for the peace of Christ that is not what the world can offer. 
 
As I pray for the Spirit to offer us new ways to rebuild our ministry this seems to be a good place to start. For 
those of you who are interested in returning to our Lenten Season, through a series of videos our synod offered 
some concrete ways to reflect on the last words of Christ. Each video is presented by one of our synod leaders 
who connects the suffering of Christ with their thoughts on how we can address the inequity people experience – 
http://metrodcelca.org/racial-equity/. 
 
And for those of you who are interested in a more extended conversation (that will be done via Zoom) I offer an 
opportunity for us to study together the ELCA Social Statement – Freed in Christ: Race, Ethnicity, and Culture. I 
envision eight weeks of one-hour sessions. It will ground us and help us identify ways to be part of the solution. 
Please email me if you have an interest in such a conversation. 
 
In Christ’s Peace – 
Pastor Sandy Kessinger 
 

 

 

 

http://www.RedeemerMcLean.org


 

NEW STUDY 
AND CALL TO ACTION 

 
GROUP FORMING TO DISCUSS 

ELCA SOCIAL STATEMENT 
 

FREED IN CHRIST: 
RACE, ETHNICITY, AND CULTURE 

 

LINK TO SOCIAL STATEMENT – 
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/

RaceSS.pdf?_ga=2.209799765.1105720000.1590946327-
854534694.1569528881  

 

 
 

INTENT IS TO USE THE SOCIAL STATEMENT 
TO CALL US INTO ACTION 

 
WE WILL LEARN TOOLS TO GUIDE OUR CONVERATIONS 

WE WILL CELEBRATE CULTURAL DIVERSITY 
WE WILL PROMOTE JUSTICE 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

CONTACT PASTOR KESSINGER IF INTERESTED 
FIRST CONVERSATION 

THURSDAY, JUNE 4 – 7 PM (VIA ZOOM) 

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/RaceSS.pdf?_ga=2.209799765.1105720000.1590946327-854534694.1569528881
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/RaceSS.pdf?_ga=2.209799765.1105720000.1590946327-854534694.1569528881
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/RaceSS.pdf?_ga=2.209799765.1105720000.1590946327-854534694.1569528881


 

 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Videos available each Friday 

 
UPDATES IN NEWSLETTER 

Table Talk (Adult Class) at 9:45 am on Sundays 
High School Class at 9:45 am on Sundays 

 
WEDNESDAY AM BIBLE STUDY 

We meet at 8:00 am via Zoom 
Classes on June 3 and 10  

 
WEDNESDAY PM BIBLE STUDY 

We meet at 7:19 pm via Zoom 
Bible Study on 1 and 2 Peter 

Class starts on June 3 through July 8 
Please contact Pastor Kessinger if interested 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Special Commemorations 
Wednesday, June 17 
ELCA Day of Repentance in memory of the Emanuel 9 
 
And in 2020 . . .  
50th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women in the ELCA  
 

40th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women of Color in the ELCA 
 

25th Ordination Anniversary for Pastor Kessinger in the ELCA (June 17) 
 

10th Anniversary of ELCA decision to remove barriers for Ordained Ministers in same-gender 
relationships 

 



 

March 9, 2020 Meeting of Congregation Council 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

 

Council members present: Mitch Brown, Karen Detweiler (Secretary), Laura Duval (President), Stephanie Hunter, 
Ellen Kennedy, Pastor Kessinger, Matthew Kratz (Vice President), Florence Ofili-Toviho, Roberta Pittman, Will 
Ubben,  

Guest: Tammie Koenig, Director of Redeemer’s Preschool program 

Excused: Nate Paukovits, Rob Wenk (Treasurer)    

Call to order: 7:30 pm 

Opening devotions (PSK): Pastor Kessinger distributed a devotion on John 3:1-17 from the ELCA Daily Disciple-
ship website and had members of council read aloud the sections. This led to discussion of Lent and a letter from 
the Presiding Bishop.  

Presentation by Tammie Koenig, Director, Redeemer Preschool, with Council Discussion 

NOTE:  In the Fall, after presenting the budget and noting the downward trajectory of income over the recent years, 
the Council requested Tammie conduct an analysis of the market, it’s needs and how the preschool currently meets 
them along with her suggestions for future changes.   This represents her presentation in response to that request. 

For the Preschool, 80% of the budget is payroll.  They budgeted for 84 this year and lowered the projection for next 
year. They didn’t offer a 2 ½ year old’s class in the Fall because we need at least six students, so we didn’t hire the 
two adults for that class. Not having that class, though, means we miss the “feeder” into the 3-year-olds and above. 
The students you have or don’t have at the start of the year make a huge impact. They have gained children who 
have moved into the community, though they started in January rather than in the Fall. Preschool and After-School 
program are the entry point for some families.  

They have tried to increase visibility, including the banners added in December. There is no permanent sign on the 
property although the banners serve that purpose.  There are people who come into our building who might see in-
ternal signage.  

Tammie noted that there are some synergies that we could cross-market in new ways. Pastor Kessinger has become 
more visible with the children and families. The website needs improvement; it is the way families tend to gain 
awareness and contact with the preschool. There can legally be up to 200 children on the property so that limits any 
overlap with the afterschool program. After care for morning students into afternoons has existed since 2016.  

Discussion included some ideas and potential suggestions such as: 

• McLean Day is an opportunity to market our preschool and after-school programs. A quarter page slip in our 
goodie bag could help. The elementary schools cannot recommend programs but are willing to display our fli-
ers. Ellen Kennedy suggested a “bring a friend” event for current families. There is concern that the gym is so 
heavily booked that such an event might not be feasible.  Connecting with “Mommy & Me” or infant swim clas-
ses to increase awareness of the preschool among parents of younger children was another idea.   

• Messaging could include distinguishing features, like developmentally appropriate activities for children, help-
ing them connect with nature and other children. Perhaps a DECA student could help market for a school pro-
ject. Blending the three-day and five-day options has worked well to maintain the balance of consistent commu-
nity and variety.  

• Two preschools have recently closed – understanding what led to those closures could be informative.   

 

The Council renewed their support of the Preschool as an important ministry of the church.   Council also requested 
that Tammie continue to collect data to understand the current market and to continue considering alternatives to the 
current offerings (e.g. would full day or mandatory 5-day half-day schedules make sense?).   We will address these 
issues again in the Fall during the presentation of the preschool budget for the following year.   

 

 



 

Adoption of agenda: Adopted as presented.   

Pastor’s report: Pr. Kessinger highlighted making connections through counseling and visits. PSK took a group 
out to a monastery facility near Catholic University for a spiritual retreat. We would like to have a congrega-
tional retreat at some point and that is an option.    

Approval of minutes of February 10, 2020 Council meeting (copy attached). Matthew Kratz moved acceptance 
of the meeting minutes and Mitch seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

Executive Committee minutes (copy attached): No explicit discussion.  

Treasurer’s report (copy attached). We have positive numbers. Rob Wenk reported that giving was up. There 
were also some IRA/RMD gifts. Expenses were helped by warmer weather, no need for snow plowing, and the 
staff vacancies. Consistency in giving helps the church immensely.  

For Council action: 

• Council Liaison positions: Liz Holzapfel will continue as Youth liaison, Will Ubben will work with Chris-
tian Ed.   Most other members will continue with their existing liaison roles.  Florence Ofili-Toviho was on 
New Connections.  This three-year initiative has concluded so Flo agreed to move onto Stewardship. Mat-
thew Kratz was Membership Outreach (greeters) and will move onto Congregational Life.  

• Internship update: PSK reported that we matched with the intern we were most excited about: Hephzibah 
Penumaka.  

 Hephzibah is a lifelong Lutheran who has a professional goal of becoming a Youth Pastor so she very 
much wants to engage with our youth.  

 Rob will work on the compensation form. She will visit May 16-17. PSK will meet her at the Church on 
the 16th. Council will meet with her after Church on Sunday for lunch. For the visit we will book her into 
the Staybridge Suites in McLean.  

 Additional details about the internship:  We are working on some housing options for her. We will seek 
candidates for a Mutual Ministry committee.  We anticipate her using the office Amanda had. Her start 
date will be July 1.  

• Associate Pastor Call Committee update: President Duval reported that the committee had lunch with Pr. 
Lamar Bailey from the Bishop’s office. He was candid that he is new to the role but was very attentive to 
our needs and will be very supportive. The process can be lengthy, but we could hear some preliminary 
names soon.  

• Proposed additional Synod Assembly Representative: President Duval moved that Florence Ofili-Toviho 
serve as a Representative and Roberta Pittman seconded. The motion unanimously passed.  

• Redeemer Coronavirus Contingency Plan: PSK will write a pastoral letter and specifically address com-
munion practices.  

• Women of Council Dinner Plan TBR 

• Ministry Reports 

 

New business: none 

Close with prayer: Pastor Kessinger led Council in the Lord’s Prayer.  

Next meeting of Council: April 13, 2020 

Next meeting of Executive Committee: March 31, 2020 



 

April 13, 2020 Meeting of Congregation Council 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Teleconference via Zoom 

 

Council members present: Mitch Brown, Karen Detweiler (Secretary), Laura Duval (President), Liz Holzapfel, 
Stephanie Hunter, Ellen Kennedy, Pastor Kessinger, Matthew Kratz (Vice President), Florence Ofili-Toviho, 
Nate Paukovits, Roberta Pittman, Will Ubben, Rob Wenk (Treasurer) 

Call to order: 7:34 pm 

Opening devotions (PSK): Pastor Kessinger opened with a check-in among Council members and concluded 
with prayer reflecting all of the concerns and thanksgivings shared.  

Adoption of Agenda: The meeting Agenda was adopted without change.  

Pastor’s Report: Pr. Kessinger sent out her report in advance of the meeting. President Duval complimented 
PSK on her handling of the myriad changes and challenges. PSK credited Bill and Matt for their work on the 
services. PSK is enjoying the children’s message and will ask the children to send her photos of what they are 
doing. Bible Studies will start this week. PSK is already starting to think about how the Summer might look. 
Synod will not hold their assembly this year and our YouthWorks trip was cancelled by YouthWorks. 

Approval of Minutes of March 8, 2020 Council Meeting: Matthew Kratz moved approval and Liz Holzapfel 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

Executive Committee minutes: There were no questions regarding the minutes.  

Treasurer’s report: Rob Wenk highlighted that the contributions through the end of March were significantly 
below the same period last year. The preschool and afterschool use fee is zeroed out because we will not be 
able to receive that money with the programs closed. Budget expenses are down from previous years. The new 
bank payoff date is now the end of this year although we will still owe money to ourselves after paying off the 
bank.  

For Council action: 

Communication with Congregation during COVID 19:  

• Roberta Pittman has updated the Church Directory. She’ll send Carol the directions for accessing the direc-
tory to include in the next congregational e-mail.  Carol will also remind members about our Facebook 
page.  

• Mark Cronin & team have been doing phone outreach, as has PSK. 

• Carol D’Amico is looking into moving our communications to Constant Contact, which will enable her to 
see who is opening the items to be read.  

• Maintaining ministry during crisis: PSK wants to ensure that we maintain connections outside Redeemer as 
well as within.  

• Dranesville District Supervisor John Foust has a list of needs and PSK will forward it to Deanna Heier.  

• The food contributions for SHARE are very important. Jen Jordan takes our food donations to them regu-
larly.  

• Rob noted that the Endowment committee is considering grants.  

• Financial implications of COVID 19 and lack of traditional Sunday services:  

• Posting of offerings: Rob Wenk noted that there is a time delay on offerings being posted, in that deposits 
are made every two weeks and some contributors are mailing checks. 

• Payroll: The Executive Committee met last week. The Governor has closed businesses through June 10. 
The Executive Committee of the Redeemer Council recommends paying staff through June 10 and then, if 
necessary, take up the topic again at that point.  

 

 



 

 
 
On behalf of the Executive Committee, President Laura Duval proposed a motion committing to paying the staff at 
their current rates and level of employment hours through the end of the June 12 payroll cycle given the Gover-
nor’s order.  Mitch Brown seconded. We affirmed that all of the staff is continuing to work in the building or at 
home except for the nursery staff. Every month we will modify the projections to reflect costs and income so the 
Council can reevaluate. We anticipate being back to more normal activities when the Governor’s order is lifted or 
expires.  The motion passed unanimously.  

• Small Business Loans: President Duval appreciated the information on small business loans provided by Coun-
cil members and others. At this time, Redeemer will not apply for the loans because applying means stating that 
the organization could not make payroll otherwise, which is not the case for Redeemer. Some other churches 
have applied because they could not afford to pay their preschool staff.  

• Internship update: Our intern, Hephzibah Penumaka, is excited about joining us and has been in communication 
with PSK. She is to meet with us in May. If COVID-19 circumstances prevent her coming for that weekend, 
she has proposed doing a video to introduce herself. We continue to work towards finding housing for 
Hephzibah. Upcoming meetings with Hephzibah will be by Zoom.  

• Ministry Reports:  

Will Ubben and PSK will meet this Thursday on Faith Formation. 

 PSK met with Music and Worship Committee shortly before Holy Week.  

 

New business: No new business 

 

Close with prayer: Pastor Kessinger led the Council members in the Lord’s Prayer. The meeting closed at 8:50 PM.  

 

Next meeting of Council: May 11, 2020 

Next meeting of Executive Committee: April 28, 2020 

Redeemer’s Current Financial Status 

 

In response to requests, we are providing you with an update on our year-to-date finances as of the end of May. 

 

         $ 357,567  Offerings, Contributions and Other Revenues 
 
         $ 393,872  Actual Expenses (Versus Budget of $497,975) 
 
        -$  36,305   Shortfall Year-To-Date as of 5/31/20 
 
Your continued support of our mission together at Redeemer is greatly appreciated. 
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Congratulations to our Graduating Seniors! 

Peter Guma is graduating from 

George C. Marshall High School He 

will attend Dickinson College. 

Peter Guma 

Madeleine Engel 

Madelein graduated from UVA as 
a Bio Chemistry and  with a minor 
in French. 

Kailen Jordan 

Kailen Jordan is graduating from 
George C. Marshall High 
School.  He will attend Auburn Uni-
versity where he plans to major in 
Aerospace Engineering. 

Erik Alexander 

Eric is graduating from McLean High 

School and will attend Virginia Tech 

in the fall to major in business. 

Megan will graduate from Lang-
ley High School and will attend 
Virginia Polytechnic University 
College of Engineering 

Megan Markwart 

Alec Dempsey  

Milo Engel is graduating from 

Mclean High School will go to Perdue 

for Engineering 

Milo Engel 

Alec  is graduating from Langley 

High School. He will be attending 

the University of Pennsylvania in 

the fall to study engineering  

Sara Grace Kennedy 

Sara Grace  will graduate from 

Mclean High School and will attend 

UVA in the Fall. 

Joe is graduating from Falls Church 
High School.  
He will be attending The University of 
Virginia. 

Joseph Kratz 



 

Justin Young 

Justin will graduate from Mclean 

High School and will attend Virgin-

ia Tech in the Fall. 

Leila Williams is graduating 
from McLean High School  and 
will attend the University of 
Illinois to study engineering. 

Leila Williams  

 Annabel is graduating from The 
Madeira School in McLean and 
will attend William and Mary.  

 Annabel Richter Elizabeth Maureen Swarm   

Elizabeth graduated from Virginia 
Tech, Pamplin School of Business; 
Bachelor of Science in Business, Mar-
keting Management Degree; Digital 
Marketing Concentration and French 
Studies Minor 

Annika Richardson 

Annika is graduating from The 

Potomac School and will be attend-

ing the University of Virginia.  

Erik Richardson is graduating from 

The Potomac School this spring and 

will be attending the University of 

Virginia. 

Erik Richardson 

Grayson will graduate from the 

Interlochen Arts Academy.  She 

will be attending NYU - Tisch in 

the fall, majoring in drama.   

Grayson Yuzon 

Morgan is graduating from Georgetown 
Visitation.  She will be attending Univer-
sity of Colorado in the fall where she will 
be playing lacrosse.   

Morgan Pence  

Drew is graduating from Mclean 

High School and will be attending 

James Madison University to play 

baseball. 

Andrew Stieg 


