
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

June 6, 2021 

A house divided against itself cannot stand.  
Jesus makes this observation in light of charges that he is possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, 

but by the Holy Spirit. We who have received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to 
Christ’s death and resurrection and knit together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and 

pray this day are Jesus’ family. With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God. 
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+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Based on Psalm 130 

Pastor  Out of the depths we cry to you, O Lord. 
People  O Lord, hear our voices. 
 
Pastor  Let our ears be attentive to the voice of our supplication. 
People  As you keep watch over our sins, O Lord, who can stand? 
 
Pastor  Yet with God there is forgiveness. 
People  We wait for the Lord, our souls wait. 
 
Pastor  Our souls wait for the Lord. 
People  For the Lord shall redeem us from our sins. 
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Gathering Song 
All sing.   
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Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into 

victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in 
the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All Amen.  
 
Children's Message and First Communion 

Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

 
Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained 

servant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all  your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy 
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

All Amen. 

Song of Praise 

All sing.   
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+ The Word + 

Lesson: Genesis 3:8-15 
Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from God. Neither takes 
responsibility for their sin, instead blaming each other, the snake, and even God. The curse on 
the snake was understood as a messianic prophecy by the early church, who associated Eve’s 
“offspring” with Christ. 
 

[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the 
time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.But the Lord God 
called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound 
of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He 
said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which 
I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be 
with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to 
the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 
tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent,  
 “Because you have done this, 
  cursed are you among all animals 
  and among all wild creatures; 
 upon your belly you shall go, 
  and dust you shall eat 
  all the days of your life. 
 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
  and between your offspring and hers; 
 he will strike your head, 
  and you will strike his heel.” 

   
Reader  Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1 

Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has prepared 
for us. So we do not despair no matter what life might bring because we know that as God 
raised Jesus from the dead, God promises to bring us into eternal life. 

Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I believed, and so I 
spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord 
Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. Yes, everything 
is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase 
thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
 

So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is 
being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot 
be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 
 

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please stand. All sing. 
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Sermon 
Where Are You? 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.  
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Mark 3:20-35 
In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who is demon-
possessed can cast out demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by the Holy Spirit, 
siblings of Christ. 
 
[Jesus went home;] and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the disciples] could 
not even eat. When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, 
“He has gone out of his mind.” And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has 
Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” And he called them to him, 
and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against 
itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be 
able to stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his 
end has come. But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without 
first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 
 

“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; but 
whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an 
eternal sin”—for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 
 

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called him. 
A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and 
sisters are outside, asking for you.” And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 
And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 
Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” 

 
Pastor  The Gospel of the Lord.      
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Song 
All sing.    
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

 

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
Vicar Lord in your mercy,  
All  Hear our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen. 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Vicar  With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Song 

“How Can It Be” by Jason Ingram Jeff Johnson Paul Mabury 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  God of all creation,  

all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  
Nourish us with these gifts,  
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence  
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord .  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 

 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  
Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 
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Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.   
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a 

blessing.  You are an important part of our faith community. 
 

For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping 
six feet apart.  Once you arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape 

juice.  Please move by the basket that stands next to the table.   
 

Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you.  Go in peace and serve the Lord." 
Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building.  Those 
who wish to have a time of prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles.  When you are 
ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from others.  We ask that you not gather in the 

Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside. 
 

At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace.  
 

Pastor           Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   
All          Thanks be to God.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex.   Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

The flowers are given to the glory of God  
in honor of Brett Heier, on his Confirmation Day,  

nephew of Robb and Deanna Heier  
 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Protective Detail? 

The crowd gathering around Jesus today is not entirely friendly. Some are attack-
ing him as having “gone out of his mind” (Mark 3:21). The scribes accuse him of 
being demonic. His family tries to restrain him. They see the hostility, perhaps 
feel the danger. They love Jesus and do not want to see him harmed. 

As is his habit, Jesus responds with wit and wisdom. The passage ends with Jesus 
surrounded by a crowd that seems safer. His family approaches again, and they 
hear a tough, dismissive word: those who do the will of God are my family. Scrip-
ture is consistent in its witness that the will of God is the path to life. Jesus does 
not need to be protected; he is working to bring the gift of life into the world in a 
new way. 

How often do we find ourselves trying to protect Jesus? Maybe you have had a 
fight about faith with a family member. Maybe you avoid an acquaintance be-
cause of challenging conversations about beliefs. Maybe you have “agreed to disa-
gree” because politics and faith have proved too divisive. Maybe you have experi-
enced the split of a congregation or a church because of differences of opinion 
about how the gospel calls us to live. 

From the book of Acts to present-day denominational struggles, church debates 
have often been about two sides claiming to be right about Jesus. We stand our 
ground and resist or demand change. In this we find a mixture of protecting our-
selves, protecting our faith, protecting our understanding of Jesus, protecting 
Jesus. 

In today’s story Jesus reminds us he does not need protection. He is not going to 
get it on the cross. Instead, he wishes life for us, dies to make life for us, lives to 
make life for us. All of this so we can live to help make life for others. 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Ezekiel 17:22-24   Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15    2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13) 14-17 Mark 4:26-34 


