
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
8th Sunday after Pentecost, July 31, 2022 

The Service at 10:30 am  
  

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy 
business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ 

in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that 
are above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word.  
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Gathering 
 
Prelude  Prelude in C Major - J.S. Bach  
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand. 

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 
 Pastor  Most merciful God, 

Congregation have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen 
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Gathering Hymn Lutheran Book of Worship #268 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
  

Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise 
All sing. 
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The Word 

Please sit. 

Children’s Message  

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love 

what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in 
your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23  
The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation of wealth turns life into an 
empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is good to find enjoyment in one’s work 
because such enjoyment is a gift from God. 

Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 
vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
 
I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done 
under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. I saw all the deeds that are 
done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 
 
I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who come after me —and who 
knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under 
the sun. This also is vanity. So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the 
sun, because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by 
another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with 
which they toil under the sun? For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds 
do not rest. This also is vanity. 
 
  
 Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
 Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 49:1-12 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

 Hear this, | all you peoples; 
 give ear, all you who dwell | in the world, 
 you of high de- | gree and low, 
 rich and | poor together. 
 My mouth shall | speak of wisdom, 
 and my heart shall meditate on | understanding. 
 I will incline my ear | to a proverb 
 and set forth my riddle up- | on the harp.  
 Why should I be afraid in | evil days, 
 when the wickedness of those at my | heels surrounds me, 
 the wickedness of those who put their trust in | their own prowess, 
 and boast of | their great riches? 
 One can never re- | deem another, 
 or give to God the ransom for an- | other’s life; 
 for the ransom of a life | is so great 
 that there would never be e- | nough to pay it, 
 in order to live forev- | er and ever 
 and never | see the grave. 
 For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu- | pid they perish 
 and leave their wealth to those who come | after them. 
 Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from generation to | generation, 
 though they had named lands af- | ter themselves. 
 Even though honored, they cannot | live forever; 
 they are like the | beasts that perish.   

Reading:  Colossians 3:1-11  
Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized shed their old clothes in order to 
put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and take hold of a life shaped by God’s love in Christ. 

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with 
Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 

Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is 
idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you also 
once followed, when you were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, 
slander, and abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self 
with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the 
image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 
 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
What We Do With It  

Pastor Josh Wullenweber 

Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.      
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

Gospel: Luke 12:13-21  
In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against identifying the worth of one’s 
life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s relationship with God. 

Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
family inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a 
judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your 
guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich 
man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I 
have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull 
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and 
my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 
many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This 
very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have 
prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for 
themselves but are not rich toward God.” 
   
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day #678 
All strand and sing. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Offering plates are found at 
the front of the worship space by the baptismal font and in the back of the church as you leave our worship 
space.  Please give as you are able.   
 
 

Offertory   
    

“Ride On King Jesus”, African-American spiritual, arr. by Hal Leonard, Leah Crowne, soprano   

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Asst. Min.  God of grace. 
Congregation  Hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
 

Asst. Min.  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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Come to the Table 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  God of all creation,  
all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.   
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.   
Nourish us with these gifts that we may be for the world  
signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen  

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All sing. 

All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 
For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

Invitation to Commune 

Words of Institution 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

Communion Hymn #496 
All sing. 
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The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Asst. Min. Let us pray.  
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as 
witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Congregation  Amen 

Post-Communion Canticle #207 
Please stand and sing. 



14  

 

Sending Hymn  #705 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
All sing. 
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Dismissal 

Asst. Min.  Go in peace, serve all those in need.         

Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude      Trumpet Voluntary - John Stanley   
  
 

 

The Richness of Life 

Many people in the United States have such an abundance of possessions that they don’t 
even notice it. It feels normal to have things in excess. For others in the same culture, 
paying rent or the mortgage and having enough to buy food is a struggle. Scarcity is a 
daily reality. 

Someone in the crowd asked Jesus, “Tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with 
me” (Luke 12:13). It feels urgent. Is he being impatient? Is his brother refusing to give him 
a fair share of the estate? Is he being greedy? Is he desperate because he is unable to pay 
his debts or care for his children? 

We don’t know who is living in abundance of possessions and who is living in scarcity in 
this story. Whether we are rich or poor, greedy or needy, we can fall into the trap of 
thinking that an abundance of possessions is what life must be about. Having enough to 
live and be safe is important for everyone. But having as much as possible while others go 
without is outside of God’s good intentions for human community. 

Jesus points beyond abundance of possessions to finding the key to life in an abundance of 
something else: being “rich toward God” (v. 21). What could this mean? First, it means 
knowing that God provides abundantly for us and for all, so we live with gratitude to God 
for all we have. Second, it means knowing our only true security is in God’s love and 
grace, which we always have. Third, it means responding to the God of abundance with 
the same generosity toward others. Being rich toward God means being generous toward 
our neighbors. 

Why is this the key to life, and not abundance of possessions? Because we are created to 
live in relationship with God and each other. And in living generously toward each other 
we participate in the goodness of God. That is the richness of life. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers today are given to the glory of God  
in loving memory of  

Clifford Dewitt  
by Roberta Pittman 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services. 

Hearing help available: We have for your use, 
personal  hearing amplification units available in the 
narthex.  Please refer questions or comments to an 
usher.  

Summer Sunday Services through August 21 
9 am for contemporary service and 10:30 am for the traditional service 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Genesis 15:1-6 Psalm 33:12-22 Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16 Luke 12:32-40 


