
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

9 am July 31, 2022 

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed 
by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all 

kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him 
and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end 

we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word.  
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Prelude  

Call to Worship 
Based on Psalm 49 
 

Pastor  Listen, everyone, listen.  
All  Those who have plenty and those who are in need, listen.  
 
Pastor  All that we have and all that we are, come from God. 
All  Thanks be to God for the blessings of this life.  
 
Pastor  When we are in need, we look to God.  
All  When we have plenty, we give thanks to God.  
 
Pastor  Though our time on earth is limited. 
All  With God the gift of life is boundless. 
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Song of Gathering  

Please stand and sing.   

Confession of Sin 

Pastor  God of all mercy and consolation,  
come to the aid of your people,  
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 
Give us the power of the Holy Spirit  
that, attentive to your Word,  
we may confess our sins,  
receive your forgiveness,  
and grow into the fullness of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
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Song of Praise 

Please stand and sing.   

Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
All  Gracious God, have mercy on us. 

In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things done and left undone. 
Uphold us by your Spirit  
so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life,  
to the honor and glory of your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen . 

 
Pastor  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the name of + 
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

All  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor The Lord be with you.   
All And also with you.  
 
Pastor Let us pray.  
 Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us 

to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure 
what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Children's Message 

Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23  
The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation of 
wealth turns life into an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next 
verse, it is good to find enjoyment in one’s work because such enjoyment is a gift from God. 
 
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 
vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
 
I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, applied my mind to seek and to search out by 
wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human be-
ings to be busy with. I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a 
chasing after wind. 
 
I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who 
come after me —and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of 
all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. So I turned and gave 
my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, because sometimes one 
who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who 
did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. What do mortals get from all the toil and 
strain with which they toil under the sun? For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a 
vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity. 
 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.  
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand and sing.  

Reading: Colossians 3:1-11  
Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized shed 
their old clothes in order to put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and 
take hold of a life shaped by God’s love in Christ. 
 
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 
for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 
Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
greed (which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are 
disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. But now 
you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from 
your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its 
practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge 
according to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 
 
Reader   Word of God, word of life.   
All   Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon  

What We Do With It 
Pastor Josh Wullenweber 

Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.       
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Luke 12:13-21  
In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against 
identifying the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s 
relationship with God. 
 
Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, 
tell my brother to divide the family inheritance 
with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set 
me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he 
said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard 
against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then 
he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man 
produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, 
‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my 
crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull 
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I 
will store all my grain and my goods. And I will 
say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid 
up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 
But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night 
your life is being demanded of you. And the 
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So 
it is with those who store up treasures for 
themselves but are not rich toward God.” 
 
Pastor    The Gospel of the Lord.       
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please stand and sing. 
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Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
Asst. Min.  God of grace. 
All   Hear our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen.  

Offering Music  

“Ride On King Jesus”, African-American spiritual, arr. by Hal Leonard 
Leah Crowne, soprano   

OFFERING    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.   
Offering plates are found at the front of the worship space by the baptismal font and in the 
back of the church as you leave our worship space.  Please give as you are able.   
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Asst. Min.   With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Song of Offering  
Please stand and sing. 

Words of Institution 

 

 

The Invitation 

Pastor With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace 
and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers the 
same to all people. 
 

All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come - eager to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  
Amen. 
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Response  
Please sing. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine  

are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 
For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Prayer 

Asst. Min.  Let us pray. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 
wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 

Please stand. 

Pastor  The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood,  
strengthen and preserve you unto eternal life.   

All Amen. 

COMMUNION SONG 

All sing. 
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+ THE SENDING + 

Benediction 

Pastor May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ fill you with every 
spiritual blessing. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor May the God of faithfulness and encouragement grant you to live in 

harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 

you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 

SENDING SONG 

All sing. 



15 

 

Dismissal   

Asst. Min.  Go in peace, serve all those in need.   
All   Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  

The Richness of Life 

Many people in the United States have such an abundance of possessions 
that they don’t even notice it. It feels normal to have things in excess. For 
others in the same culture, paying rent or the mortgage and having enough 
to buy food is a struggle. Scarcity is a daily reality. 

Someone in the crowd asked Jesus, “Tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me” (Luke 12:13). It feels urgent. Is he being impatient? Is 
his brother refusing to give him a fair share of the estate? Is he being 
greedy? Is he desperate because he is unable to pay his debts or care for his 
children? 

We don’t know who is living in abundance of possessions and who is living 
in scarcity in this story. Whether we are rich or poor, greedy or needy, we 
can fall into the trap of thinking that an abundance of possessions is what 
life must be about. Having enough to live and be safe is important for 
everyone. But having as much as possible while others go without is outside 
of God’s good intentions for human community. 

Jesus points beyond abundance of possessions to finding the key to life in 
an abundance of something else: being “rich toward God” (v. 21). What 
could this mean? First, it means knowing that God provides abundantly for 
us and for all, so we live with gratitude to God for all we have. Second, it 
means knowing our only true security is in God’s love and grace, which we 
always have. Third, it means responding to the God of abundance with the 
same generosity toward others. Being rich toward God means being 
generous toward our neighbors. 

Why is this the key to life, and not abundance of possessions? Because we 
are created to live in relationship with God and each other. And in living 
generously toward each other we participate in the goodness of God. That is 
the richness of life. 
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Hearing help available: We have for 
your use personal  hearing amplification 
units available in the narthex.   Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  

Children are welcome in our worship. There 
is a children’s worship bulletin for them. If 
you prefer, a nursery and/or childcare is 
available for children up to age 3 during all 
worship services. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

The flowers today are given to the glory of God  
in loving memory of  

Clifford Dewitt  
by Roberta Pittman 

Summer Sunday Services through August 21 
9 am for the contemporary service and 10:30 am for the traditional service 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 

Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Genesis 15:1-6 Psalm 33:12-22 Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16 Luke 12:32-40 


