Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.

7th Sunday after Pentecost, July 27, 2025
The Service at 10:30 am
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Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when Abraham intercedes for Sodom. The life
of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. God hears and answers prayer
and so strengthens God’s own. “When [ called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.”






GATHERING

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand.

Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

Pastor Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation Amen.

Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor Most merciful God,
Congregation have mercy on us.
We confess that we are in bondage to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Congregation Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS #392

We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you.
All sing.

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837—-1898, alt.
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887



APOSTOLIC GREETING

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation And also with you.

HyMN OF PRAISE

All sing, Now the Feast and Celebration
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Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.




PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and
you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy.
Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that come
only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE WORD

Reading: Genesis 18:20-32

In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful humanity. Appealing to God'’s
Justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom, for the sake of the few righteous people who are in it,
including Abraham’s nephew, Lot.

Then the LorD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! I must go
down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.”

So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before the Lorp. Then
Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty
righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far
be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be
that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” And the LorD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous
in the city, [ will forgive the whole place for their sake.” Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the
Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for
lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I
speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” He said, “Let me take it
upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty [ will not
destroy it.” Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



Psalm 138

Congregation sings words in bold.
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I will give thanks to you, O LorD, with | my whole heart;
before the gods I will | sing your praise.
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast |
love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things.

When I called, you | answered me;
you increased my | strength within me.

All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth.

They will sing of the ways | of the LORD,
that great is the glory | of the LORD.

The Lorb is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall save me.
You will make good your pur- | pose for me;

O Lorb, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of your hands.

Reading: Colossians 2:6-19

Paul warns his congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of philosophies and traditions that compromise faith.
Through the gift of faith, the church is mystically connected with Christ in his death and resurrection, which is enacted
in baptism.

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according
to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,
and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. In him also you were circumcised
with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; when you were buried
with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.
And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him,
when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside,
nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them
in it.

Therefore, do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food or drink or of observing festivals, new moons, or
Sabbaths. These are only a shadow of what is to come, but the body belongs to Christ. Do not let anyone disqualify you,
insisting on self-abasement and worship of angels, initiatory visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of
thinking, and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and
tendons, grows with a growth that is from God.

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Please stand and sing.
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The Gospel is announced.
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
Congregation Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 11:1-13
In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming reign, God’s mercy, and the
strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his disciples to child-like trust and persistence in prayer.

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray,
as John taught his disciples.” He said to them, “When you pray, say:

‘Father, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.” ”

And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to
him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread;
for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’
And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already
been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and
give you anything.’ I tell you, even though he will not get up and give
him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence
he will get up and give him whatever he needs.

“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who
knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your
child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child
asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

Pastor The Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Pastor John Teitman



HYMN OF THE DAY: SEEK YE FIRST
Please stand and sing.

Seek ye first

Optional descant

Text: Matthew 6:33, 7:7; adapt. Karen Lafferty
Music: Karen Lafferty

Text and music © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. The Copyright Company
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APOSTLES' CREED

Asst. Min. With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

PRAYERS

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

After each portion of the prayers:

Asst. Min.
Congregation

At the end of the prayer:
Pastor

Congregation

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor
Congregation

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first
of all just that — offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your

financial gifts.

OFFERTORY

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew.

“The Lord’s Prayer” by Albert Hay Malotte
Courtney Ruckman, solo
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CoME TO THE TABLE

Please sand i Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Asst. Min. Let us pray.

Congregation Holy God, gracious and merciful,
you bring forth food from the earth
and nourish your whole creation.
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,
that all may know your care;
and prepare us now to feast on the Bread of Life,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor The Lord be with you.

Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Lift up your hearts.

Congregation We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Pastor

All sing.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor
Congregation

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

INvITATION TO COMMUNE

COMMUNION
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.

Communion will be offered by intinction.
For those not comfortable receiving from those who are distributing the elements,
a separate tray is available.

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine is invited to come forward for a blessing.
To receive a blessing, please cross your arms.
You are an important part of our faith community.

In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ.
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CoMMUNION HYMN: OUR FATHER, GOD IN HEAVEN ABOVE #746

Our Father, God in Heaven Above
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546, abridged; tr. hymnal version
Music: VATER UNSER, V. Schumann, Geistliche Lieder, 1539
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
Please stand.
Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Congregation Amen.

PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER
Asst. Min. Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send
us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Congregation Amen.
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THE SENDING

BLESSING
Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Congregation Amen.

SENDING HYMN: CHRIST Is MADE THE SURE FOUNDATION #645
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew. As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share
Christ’s love.

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation
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Text: Latin hymn, ¢. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 18021868
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DISMISSAL

Asst. Min. Go in peace. Share the good news.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a Hearing help available: We have personal hearing
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a amplification units available for your use. Please
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to speak with the person at the sound board.

age 3 during all worship services.
Church Phone: 703-356-3346
Email: church@redeemermclean.org

Summer Sunday Services: July 27 to August 31
9 am for the contemporary service and 10:30 am for the traditional service

Starting September 7:
8:30 and 11 am for the traditional services and 9:45 am for the contemporary service

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Ecclesiastes 1:2,12-14; 2:18-23 Psalm 49:1-12 Colossians 3:1-11 Luke 12:13-21

Our Prayer

The disciples’ request that Jesus teach them to pray reveals a touching vulnerability. Jesus
responds with an invitation into a prayer brimming with gratitude and expectation for the care
and intimacy of the divine Parent. While the Lord’s Prayer may be familiar, each time we pray
it, it still possesses the grace to speak a new word to us and draw forth a desire we were not
aware of. Martin Luther felt that Christians who prayed the Lord’s Prayer each day, or even
portions of it, could be certain their prayer would be more than adequate.

The Lord’s Prayer is not the prayer of an individual but of a collective. The prayer begins with
“Our Father,” not “My Father,” and petitions God to address our hunger, our sins, and our
practice of forgiveness. Prayer of all kinds, including the Lord’s Prayer, is not simply a private
conversation between God and an individual, but a unique harmony in the immense choir of
those set free in Jesus. Every time we turn our hearts to God in prayer, we do so with and
alongside the entire body of Christ.

It’s easy in our culture today to dismiss prayer or to trivialize it as empty wishes. And when
prayer is offered as a cynical gesture in response to real pain and suffering, such dismissal seems
understandable. But the truly countercultural nature of our prayer is our trust that God receives
and responds to our praise, petition, and lament, that our persistence and perseverance in prayer
are not in vain. The God who gives us our daily bread, forgives us our sins, and saves us from
the time of trial hears our prayers animated by the trust that God will be faithful and will keep
God’s promises. This prayer then becomes for us a spark of hope that guides our daily action
and our faith that God is making all things new and inviting us into this redemptive work.

The flowers are given to the glory of God
and in loving memory of Michael Brittin.

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal.

CCLI Licenset# 1850655

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home.



