
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
7th Sunday after Pentecost, July 24, 2022 

The Service at 10:30 am  
  

Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when Abraham intercedes for Sodom.  
The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer.  

God hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own.  
“When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.” 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude   
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand. 

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 
 Pastor  Most merciful God, 

Congregation have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen 
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Gathering Hymn #394 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
  

Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise 
All sing. 
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The Word 

Please sit. 

Children’s Message  
 
Temple Talk on Mission Trip 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and 

you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. 
Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that 
come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Reading: Genesis 18:20-32  
In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful humanity. Appealing to God’s 
justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom, for the sake of the few righteous people who are in it, 
including Abraham’s nephew, Lot. 

Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! I must go 
down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.” 
 

So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before the Lord. Then 
Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty 
righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far 
be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be 
that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous 
in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.” Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the 
Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for 
lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are 
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I 
speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” He said, “Let me take it 
upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not 
destroy it.” Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He 
answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 
  
 Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
 Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 138 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

Reading:  Colossians 2:6-15  
Paul warns his congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of philosophies and traditions that compromise faith. 
Through the gift of faith, the church is mystically connected with Christ in his death and resurrection, which is enacted 
in baptism. 

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
 

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to 
the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 
and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. In him also you were circumcised 
with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; when you were buried 
with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 
And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, 
when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, 
nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them 
in it.  

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with | my whole heart; 
before the gods I will | sing your praise. 
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast | 
love and faithfulness; 
for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things. R 
When I called, you | answered me; 
you increased my | strength within me. 
All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O Lord, 
when they have heard the words | of your mouth. 
They will sing of the ways | of the Lord, 
that great is the glory | of the Lord. 
The Lord is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 
perceiving the haughty | from afar.  
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall save me. 
You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 
O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of your hands.  
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Sermon 
Lord, Teach Us to Pray 
Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.      
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

Gospel: Luke 11:1-13  
In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming reign, God’s mercy, and the 
strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his disciples to child-like trust and persistence in prayer. 

[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to 
pray, as John taught his disciples.” He said to them, “When you pray, say:  
Father, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. 
Give us each day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 
And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 
And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me 
three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ And he answers from 
within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and 
give you anything.’ I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least 
because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he 
needs. 
“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will 
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who 
asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who 
knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if 
your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the 
child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
   
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day #783 
All stand and sing. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Offering plates are found at 
the front of the worship space by the baptismal font and in the back of the church as you leave our worship 
space.  Please give as you are able.   
 
 

Offertory      
"Ombra mai fu" by G.F. Handel  

Israel Lozano, tenor solo  

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Pastor  Merciful God, 
Congregation  Receive our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
 

Pastor With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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Come to the Table 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  God of all creation,  
all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.   
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.   
Nourish us with these gifts that we may be for the world  
signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen  

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 
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All sing. 

All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 
For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

Invitation to Commune 

Words of Institution 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

Communion Hymn #746 
All sing. 
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The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Pastor Let us pray.  
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as 
witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Congregation  Amen 

Post-Communion Canticle #207 
Please stand and sing. 
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Dismissal 

Pastor  Go in peace, serve all those in need.         

Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude        
 

 

Sending Hymn  #645 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
All sing. 
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God’s Goodness Doesn’t Sting 

Sometimes when people are in need, they pray. And then they wait. They wonder. They 
wait some more, and pray some more. Is God listening? Will God answer my prayer? 
Some people may worry that they have done something to deafen God’s ears to their 
needs. Maybe they fear they are unworthy to be heard and helped, or that their lives don’t 
matter. Maybe they just give up on themselves and on God. 

Jesus is well aware of the challenges of being a person of faith and trusting in God when 
life is tough. He invites people into a deep trust in God. Why? Because God gives us 
everything we want, even if it is bad for us? No! God doesn’t give scorpions to sting us, 
even if we ask for them. Jesus invites people into a deep trust in God because of God’s 
profound goodness. Jesus urges us to ask God for the sustenance we need: bread, fish, 
eggs, mercy, justice, love. God will give us such good things because God is so good. 

The heart of Jesus’ message is rooted in God’s goodness. It is not centered on our 
worthiness, but on God’s generous heart. God is good. God is merciful. God is 
compassionate. God responds to our need out of that benevolence. The Good One gives 
good things for those in need. This is who God is for us. 

This doesn’t resolve our tough and appropriate questions about when and how prayers get 
answered. It does tell us that we are invited to trust that we are cared for no matter what. 
We are provided for beyond our comprehension, not because of our goodness, but because 
of God’s. We can come forward to Christ’s table—hungry for acceptance, longing for the 
bread of mercy—and know we will receive that bread in our hands. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers today are given to the glory of God 
in memory of Bill Swarm 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services.  
 
 
 

Hearing help available: We have for your use, 
personal  hearing amplification units available in the 
narthex. Please refer questions or comments to an 
usher.  

Summer Sunday Services through August 21 
9 am for contemporary service and 10:30 am for the traditional service 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Ecclesiastes 1:2,12-14; 2:18-23     Psalm 49:1-12     Colossians 3:1-11     Luke 12:13-21 


