
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
6th Sunday after Pentecost, July 20, 2025 

The Service at 9 am 
  

Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God urges the faithful, again and again, to “listen up!”—to heed the word 
that gives life. So it was with Abraham and Sarah, Mary and Martha, and the early church at Colossae. So it is today as 

we join the assembly to hear the word of God, the word of life. 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude 
     
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise #834 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise 
All sing. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray.  
 Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the cares 

of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your word above all 
else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

The Word 

Reading: Genesis 18:1-10a  
The Lord visits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long-awaited promise of the birth of a child will be fulfilled for 
them in their old age. 

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He 
looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and 
bowed down to the ground. He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be 
brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh 
yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 
And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, 
and make cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to 
prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them 
under the tree while they ate. 
  They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” Then one said, “I will surely return 
to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” 
. 
  
 Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
 Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 15 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

 Lord, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
 Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart;  
 
 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the Lord. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
 
 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.  

Reading: Colossians 1:15-28  
Sometimes Paul preaches with great attention to theological concepts. Here, however, Paul offers a mystical teaching, 
that the great mystery of God is “Christ in you.” Because Christ is present in the church, Christians share in his life, 
suffering, and glory. 

Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth 
were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been 
created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of 
the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 
everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 
  And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his fleshly body 
through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him—provided that you continue 
securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, 
which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel. 
  I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is lacking in Christ’s 
afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. I became its servant according to God’s commission that was 
given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and 
generations but has now been revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles 
are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. It is he whom we proclaim, warning 
everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 
 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Pastor John Teitman 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.      
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

Gospel: Luke 10:38-42  
Jesus uses his visit to two sisters as an occasion to remind disciples that an important aspect of obedience is single 
minded devotion to Jesus and his word. 

Now as Jesus and his disciples went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman named Martha 
welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was 
saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my 
sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, 
you are worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which 
will not be taken away from her.” 
 
   
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day: O Day of Peace #711 
Please stand and sing. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your 
financial gifts.  
 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 
 

Offertory   
 

“You Are My All in All” words and music by Dennis L. Jernigan 

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.   
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Asst. Min.  God of grace,   
Congregation  hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
 

  Asst. Min. With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Asst. Min. Let us pray.  

Congregation  Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
you bring forth food from the earth  
and nourish your whole creation.  
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,  
that all may know your care;  
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Come to the Table 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 
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All sing. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion will be offered by intinction. 
For those not comfortable receiving from those who are distributing the elements,  

a separate tray is available.  
 

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine is invited to come forward for a blessing.  
To receive a blessing, please cross your arms. 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ. 

Invitation to Commune 
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Communion Hymn: Evening and Morning #761 
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The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Asst. Min. Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send 
us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  
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Sending Hymn #654 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out 
into the community to share Christ’s love.   
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services.  

Hearing help available: We have personal hearing 
amplification units available for your use. Please 
speak with the person at the sound board.  
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: church@redeemermclean.org 

Summer Sunday Services  
June 15 to July 20 

9 am for the traditional service and 10:30 am for the contemporary service  
July 27 to August 31 

9 am for the contemporary service and 10:30 am for the traditional service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Genesis 18:20-32  Psalm 138  Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19]  Luke 11:1-13 

Dismissal 

Asst. Min.  Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Congregation       Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Postlude    

 

Paying Attention in a Distracted World 

Our attention is a valuable thing, and what we pay attention to matters. The tech industry 
employs more than 12 million people in the United States and generates over 10 percent of the 
total US GDP. While we might think their innovative apps, devices, and software are the 
industry’s biggest money-makers, the truth is that human attention is the real cash cow. The 
attention economy knows how valuable our attention really is, and social media and tech 
companies work hard to glean as much of it as possible, mostly for advertisers, setting the stage 
for overwhelming distraction. 

Martha, after inviting Jesus into her home, becomes distracted by her many tasks. She has her 
attention diverted from the presence and preaching of Jesus right in front of her. The experience 
of distraction is certainly one we can relate to, especially living in an attention economy. Like 
Martha, we can have our attention diverted at a moment’s notice by seemingly endless and 
urgent checklists, projects, social media, and more. And like Martha, we can become so 
ensnared by our distractions that we simply accept them as priorities despite the better parts in 
front of us. 

But Jesus speaks a word of grace to Martha and to us, reminding us that worry and distraction 
need not consume us. That the saving love of Jesus casts out all fear and sets us free to pay 
attention to the kingdom of God breaking in all around us. With the assurance of God’s love, we 
can embrace a posture of attention, setting down needless distractions in favor of “the better 
part” (Luke 10:42), the presence of God in our daily lives. We can devote our valuable attention 
to a conversation with our neighbor, to prayer and spiritual practice, to the beauty of table 
fellowship, and to being fully present in worship. Most importantly, we can pay attention to the 
love of God, which raises us to new life every day. 


