
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
5th Sunday after Pentecost, July 13, 2025 

The Service at 9 am 
  

To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind is to reflect God’s mercy in responding to one’s 
neighbor. That mercy found its most profound expression in the “gospel that has come to you”—namely the life, death, 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. That gospel mercy comes to us again today: at the font, at the table, and from the pulpit. 
It is very near to you. 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude 
     
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: Rejoice in God’s Saints #418 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise 
All sing. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray.  
 O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving care. Hear the cries 

of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

The Word 

Reading: Amos 7:7-17 
Amos, a shepherd from the southern village of Tekoa, is called by God to preach against Israel, the Northern Kingdom, 
in a time of economic prosperity. Today’s reading illustrates how Amos’s stinging criticism of Israel alienated him from 
those in authority, including King Jeroboam and the priest Amaziah. 

This is what the Lord God showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in 
his hand. And the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,  
 “See, I am setting a plumb line 
  in the midst of my people Israel; 
  I will spare them no longer; 
 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
  and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 
  and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 
 
  Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the 
very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos has said,  
 ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
  and Israel must go into exile 
  away from his land.’ ” 
And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there, but 
never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 
  Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet nor a prophet’s son, but I am a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore 
trees, and the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ 
 
 “Now therefore hear the word of the Lord. 
 You say, ‘Do not prophesy against Israel, 
  and do not preach against the house of Isaac.’ 
 Therefore thus says the Lord: 
 Your wife shall become a prostitute in the city, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall fall by the sword, 
  and your land shall be parceled out by line; 
 you yourself shall die in an unclean land, 
  and Israel shall surely go into exile away from its land.” 

  
  Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
  Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 82 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

 God stands to charge the divine coun- | cil assembled, 
  giving judgment in the midst | of the gods: 
 “How long will you | judge unjustly, 
  and show favor | to the wicked? 
 
 Save the weak | and the orphan; 
  defend the hum- | ble and needy; 
 rescue the weak | and the poor; 
  deliver them from the power | of the wicked.  
 
 They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander a- | bout in darkness; 
  all the foundations of the | earth are shaken. 
 Now I say to you, | ‘You are gods, 
  and all of you children of | the Most High; 
 
 nevertheless, you shall | die like mortals, 
  and fall like | any prince.’ ” 
 Arise, O God, and | rule the earth, 
  for you shall take all nations | for your own.  

Reading: Colossians 1:1-14  
The letter to the Colossians was written to warn its readers of various false teachings. The first part of the letter is an 
expression of thanks for the faith, hope, and love that mark this community, including a prayer for strength and courage 
from Paul. 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
  To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:  
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 
 
  In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we have heard of your faith in 
Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have 
heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing 
in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the 
grace of God. This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your 
behalf, and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 
  For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with 
the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, 
fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. May you be made 
strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with 
patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the 
light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Vicar Max Miller 

Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.      
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

Gospel: Luke 10:25-37  
Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying the greatest commandment. Jesus tells a parable rich in 
surprises: those expected to show pity display hard hearts while the lowly give and receive unexpected and lavish 
mercy. 

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, 
“What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And he 
said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will 
live.” 
  But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat 
him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest 
was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on 
the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and 
saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while 
traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with 
pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil 
and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him 
to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two 
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; 
and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 
Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who 
fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed 
him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 
Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      

 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day: Be Thou My Vision #793 
Please stand and sing. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your 
financial gifts.  
 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 
 

Offertory   
 

“Take Our Lives” by Jonathan Shippey  

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.   
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Asst. Min.  God of grace,   
Congregation  hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
 

  Asst. Min. With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Asst. Min. Let us pray.  

Congregation  Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
you bring forth food from the earth  
and nourish your whole creation.  
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,  
that all may know your care;  
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Come to the Table 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 
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All sing. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Congregation   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
   Give us this day our daily bread;  
   and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   and lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.  
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion will be offered by intinction. 
For those not comfortable receiving from those who are distributing the elements,  

a separate tray is available.  
 

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine is invited to come forward for a blessing.  
To receive a blessing, please cross your arms. 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ. 

Invitation to Commune 
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Communion Hymn: Will You Come and Follow Me #798 
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The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Asst. Min. Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send 
us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  
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Sending Hymn: God of Grace and God of Glory #705 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services.  

Hearing help available: We have personal hearing 
amplification units available for your use. Please 
speak with the person at the sound board.  
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: church@redeemermclean.org 

Summer Sunday Services  
June 15 to July 20 

9 am for the traditional service and 10:30 am for the contemporary service  
July 27 to August 31 

9 am for the contemporary service and 10:30 am for the traditional service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Genesis 18:1-10a Psalm 15 Colossians 1:15-28 Luke 10:38-42 

Dismissal 

Asst. Min.  Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Congregation       Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Postlude    

 

Who Is the Good Samaritan? 

The story of the good Samaritan is well known, even outside Christian communities. Some 
ministries are even named after it. However, showing love and care to others, especially 
strangers, can be complex. Like the lawyer who comes to Jesus in today’s gospel, many seek to 
learn how to live a life of integrity. Answering the call to love God with all one’s heart, mind, 
and soul, however, often leads to questions about what that means in the real world. This parable 
calls listeners to generosity in extending care beyond charitability and helps expand the 
definition of neighbor. There continues to be a steady increase in homelessness and poverty in 
our country, and loving a neighbor as a “good Samaritan” can often feel impossible. 
Nevertheless, we are still called to care for the most vulnerable. 

Alongside care, another dynamic emerges from this encounter between Jesus and the lawyer. 
This is also a story about Jesus expanding the notion of who is capable and “good.” By 
highlighting an unlikely character who does the good thing, Jesus’ answer to the lawyer’s 
question, “And who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29), gives the lawyer a chance to think about the 
stranger as just as capable of love as he is. Loving is not exclusive to a specific type of person; 
we are all capable of it. 

The invitation, then, is not just to love the stranger who walks through the church doors, but to 
see them as just as capable of bringing love with them. Loving God with one’s entire being also 
means trusting that everything God has made, especially our neighbor, has the potential to be an 
extension of divine love. Seeing others as just as capable of being the good Samaritan as we are 
diminishes the societal hierarchies and judgments that keep us from sharing in the splendor of 
God’s love with one another. So, like the lawyer, may we be surprised by the generous care of a 
stranger as we seek to do the same. 


