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Deuteronomic History 

I offer some more perspectives as we enter the last two weeks of this Bible study. 

When viewed outside a larger context Judges makes life with God seem mechanically contrived. 

Be obedient and God will act positively towards you and will let you live in peace. 

Be disobedient and God will bring the roof down upon your head.   

All we have to do is conform to the system and all will be well. 

And for those who do not conform they will receive their just punishments. 

But this is not the case. 

 

Some things to note as we look back to the previous chapters – 

Unlike the impression we get from Joshua the Israelites did not drive out the Canaanites. 

Readings do not state that they could not drive them out, but they did not drive them out. 

Failure to do so was contrary to the commands of God. 

Reason for the command was so they would not be tempted to mix with the Canaanites. 

Ways of the Canaanites and their gods will be a constant source of temptation for the Israelites. 

But we need to remember the words from Judges 2:2 – I will never break my covenant with you. 

What unfolds is a profound mercy by God in the face of their continued abandonment with God. 

 

Lord raises up judges without any reference to any kind of response from the people. 

Emphasis throughout is on the gracious and merciful action of God. 

It alone carries Israel through from one generation to the next.   

God acts on behalf of the people apart from whether they have turned from their wicked ways. 

It should be noted that only in Judges 10:16 did the people stop worshiping the foreign gods. 

Evil perpetrated by the people is more constant than the up-and-down cycle that we have noted. 

 

It is clear from our readings that the judgment of God was not erratic. 

God warned the people, so the experience of judgment should have come as no surprise to them.   

Love of God for his people was enough to give them a warning (judgment was not random). 

We also learn that the divine judgment was not an end to itself. 

Judgment came because evil must not be allowed to go unchecked in the world. 

Once that judgment had been experienced then God worked towards deliverance. 

Deliverance was what God truly desired for his people. 

Sin, judgment, deliverance cycle is set against the incredible mercy of God in desiring life. 

 

Judgment of God was accompanied by the grief of God.  

God did not have to respond by sending deliverers. 

Nothing that the people did would count as a viable reason for God to offer a positive response.   

But God is revealed as one who is caught up by the situation. 

God was genuinely anguished over what had occurred and was moved to act. 

In Judges 10:16 we read – He could no longer bear to see Israel suffer. 

 



Root of the divine judgment is to be found in the sins of the people. 

People had forsaken God and went after other gods. 

Problem was not simply disobedience but a rebellion against the graciousness of God. 

Presence of the Canaanites was seen to provide a testing point for Israel. 

It was not something that God wanted for the people. 

What was desired throughout the Book of Judges was to rid the land of any sort of temptation. 

But their presence in the land became a touchstone for sharpening Israel’s own faithfulness. 

God sought to bring good out of evil. 

God worked within the realities of the situation. 

 

God chose not to abide by some immutable law of retribution. 

If God had done so then Israel would not have lasted a single generation. 

In spite of much disobedience, Israel continued to survive.  

In the midst of unfaithfulness, the faithfulness of God is revealed (who never breaks a covenant). 

 
 

 
 

 

Judges 14 

In Chapter 13 we were prepared to have great expectations for Samson as a deliverer of Israel. 

However his first recorded action as an adult will quickly dash our expectations. 

He fell in love with a Philistine woman and ordered his parents to acquire her for him. 

Parents understood that their covenant with God condemned intermarriage with non-Israelites. 

Although they tried to dissuade him Samson insisted because she pleased him. 

In the Hebrew, the phrase is more accurately translated she is right in my eyes. 

Phrase is an echo of the important refrain that characterizes all Israel in the final chapters. 

All the people did was right in their own eyes. 

 

Just when we are ready to condemn Samson for his roving eye we get a surprise. 

In vs. 4 we learn that the Lord wanted Samson to marry the Philistine woman. 

It becomes a pretext for God to act against the Philistines.  

God steered Samson to disobey his own covenant prohibitions against intermarriage. 

Reason was to help Israel and act against the Philistine oppressors. 

It is one of the many ironies we will see in the life of Samson. 

We will also see the lack of knowledge by the parents about the unexpected ways God works. 

 

 



Samson (and his parents) went down to the town of Timnah to marry the Philistine woman. 

Journey into Philistine territory would lead to the breaking of two Nazirite vows – 

Drinking wine or anything produced from the grapevine. 

Eating anything that was unclean (especially from the corpse of an animal). 

 

Suddenly a young lion appeared, and the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon Samson. 

He tore the lion apart barehanded. 

Parents are clueless for they did not know about the incident with the lion. 

Couple of trips later (while on his way to his wedding) Samson saw the carcass of the lion. 

He ate the honey (that was produced by bees) within the carcass. 

It was noted that once more the parents were still unaware. 

 

In vs. 10-11 Samson made a feast as was the custom for weddings. 

In Hebrew, the word for feast suggested a drinking feast. 

Out of the three vows the one that remained in effect was that Samson had not cut his hair. 

Vow would remain in place until the last scene with Delilah. 

As part of the seven-day feast Samson proposed a riddle to his wedding guests. 

He placed a wager of sixty garments that the guests could not solve it. 

After three days of guessing the guests demand the new wife find out the answer from Samson. 

He relented on the seventh day and told her and then she told the Philistines. 

 

Spirit of the Lord rushed on Samson once more. 

With anger he went to the neighboring Philistine city of Ashkelon. 

He killed men and stole garments and gave the stolen clothing to the wedding guests. 

This was to pay for the wager they had made since Samson had lost. 

Samson left his wife with the Philistines. 

In his absence, his wife married the best man at their wedding. 

 

Philistines 

It was about 400 years from the invasion of Canaan (1406 BC) to time of David (1000 BC). 

In that time period the southern coast became the stronghold for the Philistine kings. 

During the time of the judges the Israelites and the Philistines frequently clashed. 

Philistines were dominant and very demanding towards the Israelites. 

Some fifty years after Samson the Philistines launched a major attack on the people. 

Israelites suffered a heavy defeat and the Ark of the Covenant was captured. 

Ark was eventually returned to the Israelites. 

 

Only under the Israelite kings did they start to gain the upper hand.   

We remember the familiar story of David killing Goliath (a Philistine). 

As king David was able to defeat the Philistines completely and extend his kingdom. 

Solomon completed the downfall of the Philistines –  

He married the daughter of an Egyptian pharaoh.  

With this alliance with Egypt Israel took on the role of their ally. 

Overthrow of the Philistines was celebrated by the building of the city Gezer. 

Gezer looked out across the coastal plain. 

It was the ideal location from which to deploy chariots to defend their trade routes. 



Judges 15  

Samson discovered that his Philistine wife was given to another man and vowed revenge. 

He implied that his earlier killing and stealing had been reckless and sinful. 

This time his revenge would be without blame. 

What follows is a series of retaliations – 

Samson burned up the grain fields, vineyards, and olive groves of the Philistines. 

Philistines then burned the wife of Samson and her father. 

Samson then struck them down. 

 

Spiral of revenge kept growing as the Philistines attacked the tribe of Judah. 

It was their hope to capture Samson. 

Back in Judges 1 the tribe of Judah was an exemplary leader among the Israelites. 

They had been the first and most successful tribe to lead an attack against the Canaanites. 

However in this period of the disintegration of Israel even they did not resist the oppressors. 

Instead they betrayed Samson by binding him and surrendering him to the Philistines. 

 

Once more the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon Samson and he broke the ropes that bound him. 

Samson used the jaw of a donkey to kill the Philistines. 

He uttered a boast (heaps upon heaps) that was also stated by Lamech in Genesis 4:23-24. 

Story also runs parallel to one of the earlier minor judges, Shamgar. 

Shamgar killed the Philistines with an ox-goad. 

 

In vs. 18-20 we have the first of two times when Samson calls upon God for help. 

Spirit of the Lord had repeatedly rushed upon Samson. 

However it is not clear whether Samson was aware that God was working through him. 

Samson seemed to be driven (in his own mind) by the desire for personal revenge. 

Now he acknowledged that it was the Lord who granted his victory. 

Samson stayed connected with God in spite of his disobedience (and vice versa). 

In this section he prayed and cried out to God. 

In previous stories it was always Israel who cried out in distress and not the judges. 

Samson is seen as both a judge and a metaphor for Israel. 

As in previous stories the Lord responded to his cry. 

 

As the sins and disloyalty of Israel have increased it has put a strain on generosity of God. 

Work of God in and through Samson was one more attempt by God for people to turn around. 

God showed an unconditional love that could not (and would not) let Israel go. 

Samson embodied two poles of vengeful retribution and unrelenting love. 

Ultimately (like the two pillars of the temple) these two poles will crush Samson. 

Writer wants us to wonder how God was faring under the strain. 

God would hold this rebellious Israel accountable for its actions. 

God would also love Israel with an unfailing love. 

 

Judges 16 

In vs. 1-3 love life of Samson continued with a liaison with a Philistine prostitute. 

His night with a prostitute is a metaphor for God charging Israel for prostituting themselves. 

Israel prostituted with all manner of foreign gods (2:17 and 8:33). 



With Samson now in their town the Philistines sought further revenge. 

Plan was to capture Samson as he left the prostitute, but he left early and eluded capture. 

He also picked up the city gate and its two posts on his way out. 

He carried them to the Hebron as an act of humiliation and defiance aimed at the Philistines. 

 

After the one-night stand with the prostitute Samson fell in love with Delilah. 

She was from an area within the Israelite land of Canaan and not far from Jerusalem. 

Text remains ambivalent about her ethnicity (Israelite, Canaanite, or Philistine). 

In Hebrew, the word for Delilah means flirtatious which fits her role in the story. 

Philistines coaxed Delilah to find out the secret to the superhuman strength of Samson. 

They offered her an enormous bribe of eleven hundred pieces of silver. 

 

Delilah tried to coax the secret out of Samson and on three different occasions he lied to her. 

First lie was to say his strength would vanish if he was bound by seven fresh bowstrings. 

Then he suggested he would lose power if he was bound by new ropes. 

Then he told her that he would become a normal man if his hair was plaited with seven braids. 

Last lie got dangerously close to the truth. 

Samson slept while Delilah wove his hair and made it tight with the pin. 

In the Hebrew it reads that she thrust the pin. 

It is our reminder of the earlier story in Judges 4 when Jael thrust the peg into Sisera’s temple. 

Parallel is a foreboding sign that Samson is moving closer to his own downfall and death. 

 

After days of nagging, Samson is tired to death. 

Samson gave in and told her the secret of his vow that his hair could not be cut. 

Once more when he was sleeping Delilah had a man cut his hair. 

His strength started to leave him, but he did not seem to be aware of his loss. 

His blindness to his real condition of weakness and divine abandonment is literal and physical. 

Samson was bound and forced to do what was traditionally the work of women – 

He ground at the mill in the prison. 

His fate was a mirror image of the later experience of Israel in exile. 

But the scene did not end in total despair. 

New growth of his hair provided hope for some kind of vindication and purpose. 

 

Setting for the final scene is the grand temple of the Philistine god, Dagon. 

In 1 Samuel 5:2-7 the Ark of the Covenant was captured by the Philistines. 

It was taken to the temple of Dagon in Ashdod. 

Following morning the image of Dagon was lying prostrate before the Ark. 

People set the image upright but again on the next morning they found it prostrate before Ark. 

Head and hands were severed and was on the threshold of the god. 

In Zephaniah 1:9 confirms the tradition that priests never stepped on the threshold again. 

 

Back to the story – 

Philistines were celebrating a grand festival of sacrifice and thanksgiving to their god. 

Samson was ordered to entertain them. 

At this time Samson once more called upon God in prayer. 

He continued to define his actions in terms of personal vendetta and revenge. 



He remained blind to the larger significance of his mission as an agent of God. 

God wanted him to be the one to work for the sake of the future of the whole people of Israel. 

God would use Samson for one last defeat of the Philistines. 

 

Samson pretended that he was so weak that he had to lean on the pillars. 

Then he called on the name of the Lord and leaned with his full weight on the middle pillars. 

Victory party for Dagon became a Philistine disaster of death and destruction. 

Samson died along with thousands of Philistines. 

Samson saw only personal revenge in this event. 

Lord saw deliverance for his people. 

Victory belonged to the Lord in the battle against Dagon, the god of the Philistines. 

 

Samson was buried in the tomb of his father. 

Samson judged Israel twenty years as compared to the forty years of Philistine oppression. 

Philistines would return as a major threat to Israel beginning with the events in 1 Samuel 4. 

In Samson, the line of judges comes to an end. 

System of leadership under the judges has finally self-destructed and collapsed. 

 

Stories of Judges 17-21 will conclude with a portrait of Israel in religious and social chaos. 

Narratives in these last chapters no longer follow the cyclical pattern. 

Instead we will read varied and separate stories artfully shaped to form a dramatic conclusion. 
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