
   

 
  

God Gathers Us 
 
Prelude          “A Mighty Fortress”, arranged by Eric Carlson      Joy Mentzel 
 
The Welcome and Announcements 
 
Litany 
Based on Psalm 121 
Please stand as you are able and face the back of the church. 

  
Pastor Kessinger I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 
Congregation My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Pastor Kessinger The LORD will not let your foot be moved 
 nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
Congregation Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;  
 
Pastor Kessinger  The LORD watches over you; the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
Congregation the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
 
Pastor Kessinger The LORD will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life. 
Congregation The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
 from this time forth forevermore.   

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 
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Gathering Hymn #641 
Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
  

Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor Kessinger The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all! 
Congregation  And also with you. 
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God Speaks To Us 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor Kessinger Let us pray. Almighty and merciful God, you built your church on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, and you instituted the office of the Ministry of Word and 
Sacrament so that the apostolic and prophetic work might continue throughout the ages. 
Grant that Joshua, now to be ordained, may carry out this ministry faithfully in the 
power of your Spirit; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation   Amen. 

Reading: Micah 6:6-8  
 “With what shall I come before the LORD,  
 and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
 with calves a year old? 
 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
 and what does the LORD require of you 
 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
 and to walk humbly with your God? 

 
Tom Trexler    Word of God, word of life.      
Congregation   Thanks be to God. 

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24  
But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor among you, and 
have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; esteem them very highly in love 
because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. And we urge you, beloved, to 
admonish the idlers, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all of 
them. See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one 
another and to all. Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the 
Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is 
good; abstain from every form of evil. 
 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one 
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 
 

Erika Rather   Word of God, word of life.     
Congregation   Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Pastor Angela Powell 

Living Saviour Lutheran Church  
Pineville, North Carolina  

 

The Gospel Acclamation. 
 
Congregation       Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
     Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

The Gospel is announced. 
 
Pastor Powell The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 15:9-17  

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's 
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 

This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 
does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have 
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose 
me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that 
the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these 
commands so that you may love one another. 

 
Pastor Powell            The Gospel of the Lord.      
Congregation       Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon Hymn #359 
Please stand and sing. 
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Ordination for Word and Sacrament 

Presentation 
Please stand.   

Pastor Emily Hartner I present for ordination to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament Joshua Wullenweber, who has 
   been prepared, examined, and approved for this ministry and who has been called by the  
   Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to this ministry through the work of the Metropolitan 
   Washington, D.C. Synod.  
Congregation  Thanks be to God. 

Address and Questions 
Please be seated.  

Bishop Ortiz  All baptized Christians are called to share in Christ's ministry of love and service in the world, to 
the glory of God and for the sake of the human family and the whole creation.  

 
According to apostolic usage you are now to be entrusted with the Office of Word and Sacrament 
in the one holy universal church by the laying on of hands and by prayer. 

 
Pastor Emily Hartner A reading from John: Jesus said, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you. 

Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained."  (John 20:21-23) 

 
A reading from Matthew: Jesus said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. 
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age."  (Matthew 28:18-20) 
 
A reading from First Corinthians: I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the 
Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In 
the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as often as you eat this bread 
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  (1 Corinthians 11:23-26) 

 
Bishop Ortiz Before almighty God, to whom you must give account, and in the presence of this assembly, I  

ask: Will you assume this office, believing that the church's call is God's call to the Ministry of 
Word and Sacrament?  

Joshua   I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Bishop Ortiz Joshua, the church in which you are to be ordained confesses that the holy scriptures are the Word 

of God and are the norm of its faith and life.  We accept, teach, and confess the Apostles', the 
Nicene, and the Athanasian Creeds. We also acknowledge the Lutheran confessions as true 
witnesses and faithful expositions of the holy scriptures. Will you therefore preach and teach in 
accordance with the holy scriptures and these creeds and confessions?  

Joshua    I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Bishop Ortiz Joshua, will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures and faithful in your use of the 

means of grace? Will you pray for God's people, nourish them with the Word and sacraments, and 
lead them by your own example in faithful service and holy living?  

Joshua   I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Bishop Ortiz Joshua, will you give faithful witness in the world, that God's love may be known in all that you 

do?  
Joshua   I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Bishop Ortiz Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the strength 

and compassion to perform them.  
Congregation  Amen. 
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Giving of a Stole by heather wullenweber 
Pastor Kessinger  Receive this stole as a sign of your work, and live in obedience to the Lord Jesus, serving his 

people and remembering his promise: "Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light." (Matthew 11:28-30) 

 
Charge 
Bishop Ortiz Hear the words of the apostles: Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, 

gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were 
called. (1 Timothy 6:11-12) 

 
Pastor Emily Hartner And again: Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you 

guardians, to feed the church of God that he obtained with the blood of his own Son.  
(Acts 20:28) 

 
Pastor Emily Hartner And again: Tend the flock of God that is in your charge, not under compulsion but willingly, 

not for sordid gain but eagerly. Do not lord it over those in your charge but be examples to the 
flock. And when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the crown of glory that never fades 
away. (1 Peter 5:2-4) 

 
Pastor Emily Hartner And again: Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God's mysteries. 

Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy.  (1 Corinthians 4:1-2) 
 
Bishop Ortiz Joshua, care for God's people, bear their burdens, and do not betray their confidence. So 

discipline yourself in life and teaching that you preserve the truth, giving no occasion for false 
security or illusory hope. Witness faithfully in word and deed to all people.  Give and receive 
comfort as you serve within the church.  And be of good courage, for God has called you, and 
your labor in the Lord is not in vain.  

Bishop Ortiz  Eternal God, through your Son, Jesus Christ,  
pour out your Holy Spirit upon Joshua  
and fill him with the gifts of grace for the Ministry of Word and Sacrament. 
Bless his proclamation of your word and administration of your sacraments,  
so that your church may be gathered for praise and strengthened for service.  
Make him a faithful pastor, patient teacher, and wise counselor.  
Grant that in all things he may serve without reproach,  
that your people may be renewed, and your name be glorified in the church;  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 
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Blessing 
Bishop Ortiz  The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,  

the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant,  
make you complete in everything good so that you may do God's will, 
working in you that which is pleasing in God's sight;  
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever.  

Congregation   Amen.  
 
Acclamation by the Assembly  
Please stand.   
Bishop Ortiz  Will you, assembled as the people of God and speaking for the whole church, receive Joshua as 

a messenger of Jesus Christ, sent by God to serve all people with the gospel of hope and 
salvation? Will you regard him as a servant of Christ? 

Congregation We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
Bishop Ortiz Will you pray for him, help and honor him for his work's sake, and in all things strive to live 

together in the peace and unity of Christ? 
Congregation  We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
Bishop Ortiz  Let it be acclaimed that Joshua Wullenweber is a called and ordained minister in the church of 

Christ. He has Christ's authority to preach the Word of God and administer the sacraments, 
serving God's people as together we bear God's creative and redeeming love to all the world. 

Congregation  Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 
Please be seated. 

For the Healing of the Nations 
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Installation of Joshua A. Wullenweber 
As the Associate Pastor,  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
    
Presentation   
Pastor Tony Prinsen Having been authorized by the church to install Joshua Wullenweber,  

our co-worker in the gospel, as Associate Pastor at the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 
McLean, Virginia, I now ask for certification of this call.  

 
Nathan Paukovits After prayerful deliberation, we, the congregation of the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 

have called Joshua Wullenweber as Associate Pastor. I present him and this letter certifying 
the call.  

 
Address and Questions 
Please be seated. 
 

Pastor Tony Pastor Josh, in the presence of this assembly will you commit yourself to this new trust and 
responsibility?  

 
Pastor Josh   I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Pastor Tony Will you carry out your ministry in accordance with the holy scriptures and with the 

confessions of the Lutheran church and in harmony with the constitutions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America? 

 
Pastor Josh  I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Pastor Tony Josh, the office of Associate Pastor is now committed to you in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Congregation  Amen.  
 

Procession to the Places of the Word and Sacraments  
Charge Made by Members of The Call Committee 

 
At the place of baptism    
Diane Miller You have been called to be among us to baptize, to teach, and to forgive sins. 
 
At the place of the Word 
Luther Markwart You have been called to be among us to proclaim the good news. 
 
At the place of the meal 
Sabine Detweiler You have been called to be among us to preside at the Lord's Supper. 
 
At the entrance to the church 
Chris Hunter You have been called to be among us to equip us and send us out in mission - into our homes, 

our workplaces, our schools, our community, and the world.  
 
Pastor Tony People of God, I present to you, Joshua Wullenweber, your Associate Pastor.  

Let us welcome him in the name of Christ.  
 

The assembly may offer acclamation with applause.   
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Peace 
Pastor Josh  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation   And also with you. 
 
Offering  

Today's offering will be used to help support candidates as they journey through the discernment  
and candidacy process in the Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Synod.  

 
Anthem Walk Humbly with Your God — Matthew Emery  Redeemer Choir 

 
Offertory Prayer 
Please stand as you are able. 

Pastor Josh Let us pray. 
Congregation Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 

Day by day you shower us with blessings.  
As you have raised us to new life in Christ,  
give us glad and generous hearts,  
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

God Feeds Us 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
 

Pastor Josh  The Lord be with you. 
Congregation  And also with you. 
 

Pastor Josh  Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor Josh  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor Josh  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
   that we should at all times and in all places 
   give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
   through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
   who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
   and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
   And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
   with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
   

Congregation  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
   God of pow’r and might, 
   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Pastor Josh  Holy God, mighty and merciful, 
   your people praise you, saying: 
Congregation  Your mercy endures forever. 
 

Pastor Josh  By your promise 
   you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures 
   granting them life and calling them to flourish, 
   setting the sign of your bow in the clouds, 
   the colors of your love and faithfulness. 
Congregation  Your mercy endures forever. 
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Pastor Josh  By your promise 
   you bound yourself to your people of old, 
   blessing them with family outnumbering the stars 
   and calling them to be a blessing to others, 
   showing them steadfast love in every generation  
   and calling them to be a light to the nations. 
Congregation  Your mercy endures forever. 
 

Pastor Josh   By your promise 
   you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, 
   grafting us into your living Vine,  
   And calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love. 
 

   In the night in which he was betrayed, 
   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

   Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

   With this bread and cup 
   we remember his life laid down and lifted up 
   as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Congregation  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Pastor Josh  Send your Holy Spirit upon us 
   and these gifts of bread and wine. 
   Bless us to be a blessing.   
   Make us a sign of your faithfulness. 
   Send us to tend and cherish the earth 
   and to serve the world with mercy and love. 
 

   With all the saints in light,  
   with the earth and all its creatures, 
   with sun and moon and stars, 
   we praise you, O God, through Jesus Christ, 
   In your Spirit, now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Josh Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Commune 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 
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Communion Hymn  #798, 708 
All sing. 
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God Deploys Us 
 

The Benediction  
Pastor Josh The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Blessing and Prayer  
Please stand. 

Pastor Josh Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, continue to strengthen and keep you in 
his grace.  

Congregation Amen.  
 

Pastor Kessinger  Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us 
with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Congregation Amen.  
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Sending Hymn  #543 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
All sing. 

Pastor Kessinger Go in peace! Share the Good News! 
Congregation Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude     Prelude and Fugue in G Major - J. S. Bach  
 

 

Please join us in Parent’s Hall  

for a reception in honor  

of Pastor Joshua Wullenweber 
and his call to Redeemer Lutheran Church. 
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
McLean, Virginia 

Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

www.redeemermclean.org   
 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger, Senior Pastor 
Pastor Josh Wullenweber, Associate Pastor 

Matt Osifchin, Music Director  
Joy Mentzel, Organist 

Redeemer welcomes those participating in the service: 
 

Bishop Leila Ortiz 
Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Synod, ELCA 

 

Pastor Sandra J. Kessinger 
The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Senior Pastor 
 

Pastor Angela Powell 
Living Saviour Lutheran Church  

Pineville, North Carolina  
 

Pastor Emily Hartner  
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 
 

Pastor Tony Prinsen 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Vienna, Virginial 

Dean of Virginia Conference  
 

Ms. Erika Rather, Pastor Josh’s sister 
 

Tom Trexler,  Pastor Josh’s father-in-law 
 

Bruce Heier, Acolyte 
 

A Note from Pastor Josh 
 

Thank you to all who have joined in the celebration today. I am truly thankful for your support and feel blessed to have 
you accompany me as I begin this next chapter of ministry. It is by God’s grace and the love of family members, friends, 
and colleagues that I am standing here today. It is truly a blessing to embark on this next journey God has placed before 
me and I’m eager to see what lies ahead.   
 

I would like to especially thank my beautiful wife Heather, who has supported me from the beginning. From our late-
night theological couch discussions, to help with sermon preparation, to just being the grounding support I needed – I 
could not have done this without you – thank you, and I love you.   
 

I would also like to thank my amazing family: my mom, Julia; dad and stepmother, Dave and Kathy; my sister and her 
wife, Erika, and Jenn; my in-laws Tom and Talana and his late wife Sandy – you have all guided and supported me well 
before I entered seminary. I would not be who I am today without your love and presence in my life – thank you, and I 
love you all.   
 

Next, I want to thank all the pastors, committees, and wonderful church communities I’ve been blessed to serve with and 
that have walked beside me on this journey: Pastor Jeanette Leisk and the members of Good Shepherd; Pastor Angela 
Powell and the members of Living Saviour; Pastor Emily Hartner and the members of Holy Trinity; and Pastor Erin 
Swenson-Reinhold and the Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Candidacy Committee. Your encouragement and support 
have truly shaped and helped affirm my call to ministry – our time together had a profound influence on my life and faith 
journey and has    given me invaluable experiences I will always carry with me – thank you so much for everything.   
 

Finally, I want to thank all who made this service possible. Bishop Leila Ortiz, Pastor Tony Prinsen, Pastor Sandy     
Kessinger, Pastor Angela Powell, Pastor Emily Hartner, the people of Redeemer Lutheran Church – thank you from the 
bottom of my heart! 
 

It is with a grateful and full heart I start my first call at Redeemer knowing I have you all as my family in faith.    
 
Christ’s Peace, 
Josh  


