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I am the Bread of Life (John 6:48) 

In this chapter Jesus established a pattern that continues throughout the Gospel of John.  Jesus 

makes a statement about who he is and he backs it up with something he does.  In this case, Jesus 

states that he is the Bread of Life just after he fed 5,000 people in the wilderness.  He contrasts 

what he can do with what Moses had down for their ancestors: Our ancestors ate the manna in 

the wilderness, yet they died.  But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which anyone 

may eat and not die.   

 

I am the Light of the World (John 8:12)  

In this situation the statement comes right before Jesus heals a man born blind.  Jesus states not 

only that he is the light of the world but he proves it.  His words and actions echo the story of 

creation in which God said: Let there be light.  And there was light.  

 

I am the Gate (John 10:9) 

It is stressed here and later in John 14 (our lesson from last week) that no one can enter the 

kingdom of heaven by any other means than Christ himself.  Jesus offered these words using the 

imagery of a sheepfold.  He is the One and only way to enter the fold.   

 

I am the Good Shepherd (John 10:11) 

In this statement Jesus portrays his great love and care for his people.  He is the One who 

willingly protects his flock even to the point of death.  When Jesus called himself the Good 

Shepherd he took for himself one of the titles for God in the Old Testament that is best known in 

Psalm 23: The Lord is my Shepherd.   

 

I am the Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25) 

Jesus made this statement immediately before raising Lazarus from the dead.  Once more we see 

that Jesus’ teaching was substantiated with an action.  He holds the keys of death and the grave.  

In raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus showed how he would later fulfill the promises of God to 

Israel.  We hear again that through Jesus there is resurrection and eternal life.   



I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6) 

Scripture states that the very essence of the Word of God is truth and Jesus declares that he is the 

truth.  He confirms his identity as the Word of God and is alone the source of life.  He is the 

Creator and Sustainer of all life and the Giver of eternal life. 

 

John 15 (The Last Discourse) (The Vine and the Branches) 

Jesus’ words at 15:1 starts a lengthy monologue.  In this I am statement Jesus identifies himself 

with a symbol common to the religions of the Mediterranean world (the vine).  When we look at 

some of the passages in the Old Testament we see that the vine represented the house of Israel 

and the people of Judah.  The failure of Judah to work for justice and live in righteousness was 

expressed through the image of fruit-bearing.  God (the planter) expected grapes but Judah 

produced only wild grapes.  In our opening verses we will also see language of clearing away 

and pruning which is also associated with vines.  Similar imagery appears in Jeremiah 2:21 and 

Ezekiel 19:10-14 and Hosea 10:1.  Vine imagery remained a symbol for Israel in rabbinic 

Scripture interpretation as well as in the Synoptic Gospels.   

 

As with all the other I Am statements the traditional element of the vine is redefined by Christ.  

Jesus does not simply adapt the vine imagery in order to suggest that he is now the true Israel.  

His self-identification is intertwined in the context of his relationship with God and in the 

context of his relationship with the community of his followers.  When Jesus speaks of himself 

as the vine, his words are not only self-revelatory but are revelatory of the interrelationship of 

God, Jesus, and the faith community.  All three elements – gardener, vine, and branches – are 

essential to the production of fruit.   

 

Like the Song of the Vineyard in Isaiah 5 the role of God as gardener is to also be the judge.  The 

description of the actions of God toward both unproductive and productive branches involve a 

word play that is difficult to translate in English.  The verb for prune is a compound form of the 

root verb to remove.  A better translation would be to cut off or cut clean.  Bearing fruit is seen 

as another way to speak about the works of love that are required of Jesus’ followers.  The 

unproductive branches would be people within the faith community who do not bear fruit in 

love.   

 

What does the symbolism of bearing and not bearing fruit mean?  We interpret the imagery in 

terms of good works and a virtuous way of life.  For John love and keeping the commandments 

are so much a part of the life of faith that one who does not behave in a virtuous manner does not 

have life at all.  Life is a life committed to Christ.  Therefore a branch that does not bear fruit is 

not simply a living (but unproductive branch) but a dead branch.  We may find this harsh but for 

John there was not much room for an intermediate stage.  There were only living and dead 

branches.   

 

At the foot washing Jesus spoke of his relationship to his disciples with the servant / master 

metaphor.  As his hour draws near that relationship changes.  His disciples are now his friends 

because he has kept nothing from them about God.  Jesus has involved the disciples in the 

intimacy of his relationship with God.  It is the events of Jesus’ hour that determine the change 

of status from servants to those who are loved.   



Jesus then reminds them that with their new status comes responsibility.  The disciples are 

commissioned by Jesus to go and do works of love.  Their works will attest to the abiding 

presence of (and union with) God and Jesus.  Jesus then prays to God with full confidence that 

he will be heard and will be answered.  He promises the disciples that they could pray with that 

same confidence.   

 

In vs. 17 we see a repetition of the love commandment.  It serves as a transition to the next 

section that shifts focus from love within the community to the hate the community will 

experience in its dealings with the world.  It is the first time in the discourse that Jesus contrasts 

the relationship of the faith community to those outside the community. 

 

 
 

 

John 15:18-27 

Jesus does not follow his announcement with easy words of comfort but instead exhorts the 

disciples to a full understanding of the sources of this hatred.  The disciples must recognize what 

is at issue in their conflict with the world because that knowledge will enable them to stand firm 

in the face of persecution.   

 

John makes clear that the hatred of the world towards Christians are not a passing phenomenon.  

Hate is just as much of the essence of the world as love is of the essence for the Christian.  The 

world is opposed to God and his revelation.  It can never have anything but hate for those who 

recognize Jesus as the Son of God.  It is repeated throughout that the world’s hatred for 

Christians is basically a refusal of Jesus himself.  Love of Jesus has made the true Christians so 

much like Jesus that they will be treated in the same manner as Jesus.  We need to remember that 

by the time the Fourth Gospel was in its final form persecution by the Romans and the expulsion 

of Jewish Christians from synagogues were already facts and not forebodings.   

 

Within these verses we also see the third promise of the coming of the Paraclete.  With this 

promise comes a new function of the Spirit.  It will testify about Jesus.  In assigning this function 

to the Paraclete, Jesus places it in a long line of witnesses that include John the Baptist, the 

Samaritan woman, Jesus’ own works and words, and the Scriptures.  In the context of witnessing 

the identification of the Paraclete as the Spirit of Truth takes on added significance.  It indicates 

the continuity between the Paraclete and Jesus (who is the Truth).   



It also marks the continuity of the witness of the Paraclete with the other witnesses.  John the 

Baptist testified to the truth and during the trial of Jesus (before Pilate) Jesus will describe his 

mission as testifying to the truth.   

 

The promise of the Paraclete is offered as encouragement and a reminder that they will not be 

alone in their trials.  The disciples can stand firm in what they believe.  The witness of the 

community is the visible sign that the Paraclete is at work.   

 

John 16 (The Last Discourse) 

As this chapter opens John returns to the theme of the hatred of the world and depicts the 

persecution of the faith community in much more vivid and concrete language than the verses we 

read in John 15:18-25.  To stumble means to fall away from their faith in Jesus.  Jesus offers 

these words of encouragement against such desertion.  If the disciples remember Jesus’ teaching 

at the time of their persecution they will be able to recognize (with the aid of the Paraclete) that 

their persecution is in continuity with Jesus’ own ministry and teachings.  It does not eliminate 

all that they heard from him.   

 

Within these words of encouragement Jesus presents the disciples with a harsh picture of the life 

that awaits them because of their faith in him.  Predictions about the persecution of the faith 

community are common to all four gospels but in  John those predictions are cast in language 

that mirrors the persecution experienced by his particular community.  Excommunication from 

the synagogue was not the full extent of the persecution.  The disciples share his hour with him.   

 

The contrast between the hatred of the world and the love to which Jesus enjoins the community 

is striking.  The persecution for which Jesus prepares the disciples will be the ultimate test of 

whether they will love one another as Jesus loves them.  The threat of martyrdom will present the 

disciples with the same situation that Jesus faced (the giving up of one’s life for one’s friends).  

Neither love nor hate is an abstract proposition for John.  It is the concrete embodiment of one’s 

relationship to Jesus and God. 

 

In this final section of the Farewell Discourse that starts at John 16:4b we return to the themes 

that opened the discourse (Jesus’ departure and its effect on the future of the disciples).  Once 

more we see the sorrowful demeanor of the disciples.  In John 14 Jesus offered them the 

assurance of his peace and now he offers them reasons to rejoice.  Jesus urged his disciples to 

love him enough to see his death as a reason for rejoicing.  Through it Jesus completes the work 

of God.  He urges the disciples to see the good in it.   

 

Now we hear the fourth promise of the Paraclete.  The Spirit will make Jesus and his work 

present and available for the community in his absence.  Since the death, resurrection, and 

ascension complete his revelation of God, so his departure must precede the advent of the 

Paraclete.   

 

 

 

 



In vs. 8-11 we are given a vivid picture of the activity of the Spirit in the world.  The picture is 

one of a trial in which the Paraclete has the role of prosecuting attorney and the world is the 

defendant, standing before the faith community.  The trial motif has been prevalent throughout 

the Gospel of John although prior to this passage the focus has been on Jesus himself as 

prosecutor and judge.  The active role of Jesus as judge of the world will reach its climax in his 

trial before Pilate.  The Paraclete’s share in the judgment of the world is another example of how 

it continues the work of Jesus.   

 

In vs. 12-15 the focus shifts from the role of the Paraclete in the world to the functions of the 

Paraclete within the faith community.  We now see the fifth and final Paraclete teaching in the 

Farewell Discourse.  Jesus confronts the disciples with the constraints that time imposes on his 

teaching them and points them toward their own futures.  The future will test them in ways that 

they could not anticipate.  But believers can only measure the significance and claims of what 

they have to undergo when they actually meet it.  The function of the Paraclete will ensure the 

disciples that they do not face the future alone.  The Spirit will carry Jesus’ teachings into the 

future.   

 

In the end the Farewell Discourse promises a movement from present sorrow to future joy.  It is 

possible and is guaranteed as a result of Jesus’ victory in his hour.  It is this guarantee (the sure, 

unshakable confidence in Jesus’ victory over the world and the peace that the victory makes 

possible) that provides the grounds for Christian hope.  Hope is not idle speculation about the 

future (about what might be or what might happen).  Rather, Christian hope is the conviction 

grounded in the victory of Jesus’ death and resurrection, that our present and future belong to 

God and that (as a result) all things are possible.   

 

The measure of what is possible in the present is the victory of Christ.  Both the present and the 

future are redefined by Jesus’ death and resurrection and are held together in a delicate balance.  

When one lives in hope, the present moves towards the promise and possibilities of the future.  

And the future transforms the sorrows and seeming impossibilities of the present.   

 

The distinctive contribution that the Gospel of John offers the church is the value that is placed 

on hope and the future through the lens of the present moment.  In John the decisive Easter 

proclamation stands in contrast to the world which only wants to persecute those who follow 

Christ.  We are to take courage for Christ has conquered the world.  John 16:16-33 invites the 

faith community to enter into God’s future that has been opened up for us (even in the present 

moment) because of Jesus’ death, resurrection, and departure.   

 

     Every year the Christian non-profit  

     organization called Open Doors  

     publishes the World Watch List – a list  

     of the top 50 countries which it  

     designates as the most dangerous for  

     Christians.  According to Open Doors,  

     Christian persecution around the world  

     is one of the biggest human rights  

     issues of this era.   



Here are some on the list of the top twelve. 

 

12. Nigeria 

In the 11 Northern states of Nigeria that have introduced the Islamic system of law (the Sharia) 

sectarian clashes between Muslims and Christians have resulted in many deaths, and some 

churches have been burned. It is estimated that 6,000 Christians have been killed in Nigeria and 

more than 30,000 Christians were displaced from their homes in Kano alone, the largest city in 

northern Nigeria. The Boko Haram Islamist group has bombed churches and killed numerous 

Christians who they regard as infidels. 

 

11. Syria 

While religious persecution has been relatively low in Syria compared to other Middle Eastern 

nations, many of the Christians there have been pressured into identifying as Arab Christians, 

with the Assyrian and Armenian groups retaining their native languages. 

 

10. India 

Since the current ruling party took power in 2014, incidents against Christians have increased, 

and Hindu radicals often attack Christians with little to no consequences. The view of the Hindu 

nationalists is that to be Indian is to be Hindu, so any other faith (including Christianity) is 

viewed as non-Indian. Also, converts to Christianity from Hindu backgrounds or tribal religions 

are often extremely persecuted by their family members and communities. 

 

07. Sudan 

Sudan’s current political chaos has left Christians in limbo. The secession of South Sudan in 

2011 has also made Christians more vulnerable as Islamic conservatives in Sudan push for a 

Shariah state. Recently, the government has arrested or intimidated many Christian leaders, and 

numerous churches have been demolished. Extremists have attacked Christians, especially in the 

Nuba Mountain region, where thousands of Christians have been killed or displaced. 

 

06. Eritrea 

The authoritarian regime under President Afwerki is responsible for massive human rights 

violations, especially toward Christians. Christians who are not members of state-approved 

churches are considered agents of the West and a threat to the state. Hundreds of Christians who 

are members of unregistered churches are in prison; some have been held captive for over a 

decade. Many are forced to work long hours in commercial flower fields, and some are held in 

shipping containers in scorching temperatures. 

 

05. Pakistan 

In Pakistan, 1.5% of the population are Christian. Pakistani law mandates that “blasphemies” of 

the Qur’an are to be met with punishment. At least a dozen Christians have been given death 

sentences, and half a dozen murdered after being accused of violating blasphemy laws. In 2005, 

80 Christians were behind bars due to these laws.  

 

 

 



02. Afghanistan 

In Afghanistan, Abdul Rahman, a 41-year-old citizen, was charged in 2006 with rejecting Islam, 

a crime punishable by death under Sharia law. He has since been released into exile in the West 

under intense pressure from Western governments. In 2008, the Taliban killed a British charity 

worker, Gayle Williams, “because she was working for an organization which was preaching 

Christianity in Afghanistan” even though she was extremely careful not to try to convert 

Afghans. 

 

 

     01. North Korea 

     North Korea is an atheist state where the public practice  

     of religion is totally discouraged. It is currently estimated  

     that more than 50,000 Christians are locked inside  

     concentration camps because of their faith, where they are  

     systematically subjected to mistreatment such as  

     unrestrained torture, mass-starvation and even  

     imprisonment and death by asphyxiation in gas chambers.  

 

     This means that 20% of North Korea’s Christian  

     community lives in concentration camps.  

 

 

 

The number of Christians who are being murdered for their faith seems to be increasing as time 

goes on because in 2013 the death toll was 1,200 and in 2014, this figure doubled, rendering it 

close to 2,400 martyred Christians. North Korea has earned the top spot  for 12 years in a row. 
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