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Hosea  

The Northern Kingdom and the Southern Kingdom are divided 

Written between 750 and 724 BCE 

The Northern Kingdom of Israel was destroyed by the Assyrians in 721 BCE 

Message from the prophet needed to be strong  

 

Joel 

The Babylonian exile is in the past and the walls of Jerusalem have been restored 

No external unrest threatens the community 

We know nothing of the prophet other than the name of his father – Pethuel 

The name of Joel means Yahweh is God 

Joel calls Judah to repent of its sins but he never specifies the nature of those sins 

Joel’s name may indicate the primary sin – 

The failure to recognize that Yahweh alone was God 

 

The prophets did not interpret the Word of God on the basis of events they witnessed 

They interpreted the events on the basis of the word revealed to them from God 

The Word interprets the events 

Function of the prophet to tell (based on the Word) where and when God was at work 

Our times do not interpret the Bible but the Bible interprets our times 

 

Joel 1:1-12 – The Locust Plague 

Joel questions the people of Judah and Jerusalem as to whether any of them has ever seen an 

event comparable to the devastation that a plague of locusts has wreaked on Judah.  The 

locusts have left the land a barren waste and threatened Judah’s ability to live.   
 

The Word of God has interpreted the event and has revealed it to be a work of judgment and 

calling for repentance. 
 

Problem – We do not believe that God causes natural disasters 

When a natural disaster takes place, is God calling us to repentance? 
 

Joel issues a three-fold call to weep (v 5), to mourn (v 8), and to be dismayed (v 11) 

The land did not belong to Israel but they were stewards of the land 

They were responsible to God for the care and cultivation of its gifts 

If Israel was unfaithful then the land would be taken away from the people 
 

Romans 8:22 and 23 – We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains 

until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 

groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 

 

Joel 1:13-20 – Words to the Priests 

The locust plague and drought are but the foretaste of the coming day of the Lord 

He calls the priests to identify with the people in their woes  

Joel wants the priests to lead the people to repentance and to fasting 



The day of the Lord is near  

God hates sin, God does not tolerate sin, and God will finally do away with it forever 

God created us for a loving and trusting covenant relationship  

Sin is turning away from that relationship and following our own hearts and minds 

NT  All of us will stand before the judgment seat of God  

 All of us will be held accountable to God and to Christ for our love and trust 

What is cheap grace? 

 

Joel 1:17-20 – The Effects of the Drought and a Priestly Prayer  

It is from the hand of God that the judgment has fallen 

The cry of lament must be directed to the Lord of nature  

Fire is used throughout the OT to convey an image of God’s judgment 

 

Joel 2:1-11 – The Day of God’s Army 

In Joel 1:15 Joel announced that the day of the Lord was near 

He now fills out the picture of that imminent final judgment 

A war trumpet will warn the people of the coming enemy 

The enemy that is approaching is God’s mighty army 

There will be darkness and gloom and anguish  

God will appear and cause cosmic disturbances in heaven and on earth 

Joel’s final question – Who can endure it? 
 

Joel 2:12-17 – The Importance of the Heart  

God offers a but in the midst of a final, awful judgment 

God calls the people to return to worship with all their hearts and to rend their hearts  

The heart was understood as the seat of will and intellect 

If the people return then God will once again turn to them  
 

God is long-suffering and patient with us  

The Lord refuses to accept the situation as it is and is determined to forgive us  

God welcomes us back no matter what we have done  
 

Joel turns once again to the priests and orders them to call a solemn assembly 

The trumpet does not summon the people to war this time but to worship 

The priests are to offer prayers on behalf of the people 

Appeal to God’s pity 

Appeal to God’s covenant relationship with the people 

Remind God that God’s honor is at stake  

If Judah dies then the foreign people will say that God was unable to save his people 
 

Joel 2:18-27 – The Restoration of Communion with God  

God will turn the covenant curse into blessing  

Judah will experience the day of the Lord (not as a day of judgment) but one of salvation  

The ground will be restored 

The wild animals will be fed 

Joy will return to Judah’s worship 

The drought will be a thing of the past 

Trees will bear fruit and threshing floors and wine vats will be full 



Joel 2:28-31 – Signs of the Coming Day of the Lord  

God promises the gift of the Spirit to Judah and signs in heaven and on earth 

The promise of salvation is to be fulfilled by confessing that Jesus is Lord 

Faith in Christ brings the fulfillment of the promise of the Spirit  

That promise is for everyone and no one is excluded  
 

Joel 3:1-21 – Judgment and Salvation in the Day of the Lord  

Joel now portrays God’s final dealings with the nations of the world 

The nations are declared guilty for their sinful treatment of Israel 

They have scattered God’s people among the nations 

Foreign nations took for themselves portions of God’s land  

Foreign nations sold the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem as slaves  
 

They attempt to war against the verdict 

They are defeated in battle by God’s angelic hosts 

They are cut down like grain and trodden upon like grapes in a winepress 
 

Only God can save Judah from a similar fate on the day of the Lord 

In God, Judah can find a sure refuge  
 

Message of Joel – Amazing Mercy 

The promise is the promise of abundant life 

God holds the door open to our repentance 

God waits for us to respond 

The invitation is always there  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


