
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

9:45 am  January 8, 2023 

Baptism of Our Lord 

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God.  
Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God 

who will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations.  
In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named 

God’s beloved children.   Our baptismal mission is  
to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 
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Prelude  

Call to Worship 
Based on Psalm  29 
 

Pastor  Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength! 
All Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name! 
 
Pastor The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 
All  The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice.  
 
Pastor  The voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
All  The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees. 
 
Pastor  The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness. 
All  And in the temple of the Lord all cry – Glory! 
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Song of Gathering  

Please stand and sing.   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor The Lord be with you.   
All And also with you.  
 
Pastor Let us pray.  
 O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son 

and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ 
faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with 
your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Children's Message 

Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
All  Gracious God, have mercy on us. 

In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things done and left undone. 
Uphold us by your Spirit  
so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life,  
to the honor and glory of your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Pastor  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the name of + 
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

All  Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Pastor  God of all mercy and consolation,  
come to the aid of your people,  
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 
Give us the power of the Holy Spirit  
that, attentive to your Word,  
we may confess our sins,  
receive your forgiveness,  
and grow into the fullness of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
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Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the 
good news of God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a 
result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ. 
Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 
Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 
by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to 
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
Reader   Word of God, word of life.    
All   Thanks be to God. 

Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9 
God’s servant Israel is endowed with the Spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The 
servant will not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever keep 
it from fulfilling its task. God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the new assignment of the 
servant is to bring light to the nations. 
 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be crushed  
until he has established justice in the earth; 
and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 

Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 
I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 
I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
I am the Lord, that is my name; 
my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 
See, the former things have come to pass, 
and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
 
Reader  Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God.  
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Sermon  

 
The Spirit of God  

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.       
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Please stand and sing.  

Gospel: Matthew 3:13–17 
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified 
publicly as God's child. 
 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have 
prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" But Jesus      
answered him, "Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness." 
Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased." 
 
Pastor    The Gospel of the Lord.      
All  Praise to you, O Christ 
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Please stand and sing. 
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Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
Asst. Min.  Merciful God, 
All   receive our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen.  

Nicene Creed 

Pastor With the whole church, let us confess our faith.    
 

All We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Offering Music  

Praeludium 2, by J.S. Bach, Emily Osifchin, piano   

Song of Offering  
Please stand and sing. 

Words of Institution 

 

 

The Invitation 

Pastor With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples 
peace and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus 
offers the same to all people. 
 

All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come - eager to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  
 Amen. 

OFFERING    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.   
Offering plates are found at the front of the worship space by the baptismal font and in the 
back of the church as you leave our worship space.  Please give as you are able.   
 

Please sign the red Attendance Book and pass it down the pew. 
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Response  
Please sing. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine  

are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 
For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

All sing. 
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+ THE SENDING + 

Prayer 

Asst. Min.  Let us pray. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 
wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 

 

Benediction 

Pastor May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ fill you with every 
spiritual blessing. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor May the God of faithfulness and encouragement grant you to live in 

harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 

you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 

Please stand. 

Pastor  The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood,  
strengthen and preserve you unto eternal life.   

All Amen. 
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SENDING SONG 

All sing. 
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Dismissal   

Pastor  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.   
All   Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  
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Hearing help available: We have for 
your use personal  hearing amplification 
units available in the narthex.   Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  

Children are welcome in our worship. There 
is a children’s worship bulletin for them. If 
you prefer, a nursery and/or childcare is 
available for children up to age 3 during all 
worship services. 

 

 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 

Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Isaiah 49:1-7   Psalm 40:1-11   1Corinthians 1:1-9   John 1:29-42 

Baptized and Beloved 

It was a relatively common scene: a first-century Palestinian man wait-
ing on the banks of the Jordan River for his turn to be baptized. And 
yet there was something different about this time, this place, this man. 
This time God would enter into the waters of God’s own creation. 

This story gives us a glimpse of how God enters fully into this life with 
us. God enters into our earthbound, created existence of river banks 
and dusty earth, rushing water and cloud-spotted skies. Jesus enters 
into our time-bound realities of life and death too, not shying away 
from the hard parts of being human. In these mysterious waters of bap-
tism, Jesus immerses himself in pain and sin, sickness and death. And 
then Jesus emerges from the depths into new life—a life rooted in his 
identity as the Beloved One, the one sent by God to bring all of creation 
into renewed relationship with God and one another. 

Jesus’ baptism is just the beginning of his earthly ministry. From here, 
he will enter the wilderness, call his disciples, preach and teach and 
heal. He will disrupt the status quo, scandalize the authorities, and 
challenge his most loyal followers in his mission to offer the world a 
glimpse of the kingdom of God. 

At its core, this is an Epiphany story. It reveals to us who Jesus is: Be-
loved. Sent by God. The one in whom God is pleased from the very be-
ginning. The one in whom God is made known to the world. And this 
story reveals to us something else as well. It has the power to remind us 
who we are, as we too are swept up in these life-giving waters. We too 
emerge as a new creation made whole in Christ. May we hear God’s 
words to us too: “This is my child the beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 

The flowers are given to the glory of God  
in honor and thanksgiving  

for the life of Robert “Bob” Erickson  
by his family. 


