
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Baptism of Our Lord,  January 7, 2024 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am  
  

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the waters. Both 
Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from 

John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us 
on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude   
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand. 

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 
 Pastor  Most merciful God, 

Congregation have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor In the mercy of almighty God,  
 Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of the church of Christ, and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  

 in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit . 
Congregation Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: Crashing Waters at Creation #455   
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse 

us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Temple Talk—Lauren Padgett, HopeLink (11:00 am only) 
Children’s Message—Remembrance of Baptism 

Kyrie 
All sing. 

Hymn of Praise 
All sing. 



6  

 

The Word 

Reading: Genesis 1:1-5 
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the primeval darkness, God brings light. This familiar story was good news for 
the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for any person living in the chaos and 
darkness of despair. God created and continues to create new life. 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the 
face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 
was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 
  Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
  Congregation Thanks be to God. 

 Ascribe to the | Lord, you gods, 
  ascribe to the Lord glo- | ry and strength. 
 Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due God’s name; 
  worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
 
 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
  the Lord is upon the | mighty waters. 
 The voice of the Lord is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the Lord is a | voice of splendor.  
 
 The voice of the Lord breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the Lord breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
 the Lord makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
 
 The voice | of the Lord 
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
 The voice of the Lord| shakes the wilderness; 
  the Lord shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  
 
 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the Lord all are | crying, “Glory!” 
 The Lord sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the Lord sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
 
 O Lord, give strength | to your people; 
  give them, O Lord, the bless- | ings of peace.  

Psalm 29 
Congregation sings words in bold. 



7  

 

Sermon 
Through the Waters 

Pastor Josh Wullenweber 

Reading: Acts 19:1-7 
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of the Holy 
Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptized them, the Holy Spirit came upon them and empowered 
them with gifts of the Spirit. 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some 
disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have 
not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into 
John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who 
was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul 
had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—altogether there 
were about twelve of them. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation  
Please stand and sing. 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.  
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11 
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is himself the 
one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And 
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
  In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was 
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice 
came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day: Spirit of God Descend upon My Heart #800 
Please stand and sing. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Please give as you are 
able.  We appreciate those who give in-person and those who give electronically. 
 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 
 

Offertory   
   "Deep River", African-American Spiritual arr. by John Leavitt  

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Pastor  God of grace, 
Congregation  receive our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Nicene Creed    
 Pastor  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Congregation We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Come to the Table 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
you bring forth food from the earth  
and nourish your whole creation.  
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,  
that all may know your care;  
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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All sing. 

All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

We gather around the communion rail either kneeling or standing to receive communion.   
Communion will be offered by intinction.   

For those not comfortable receiving from the pastors’ hands a separate tray with preset elements will follow.   
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  

You are an important part of our faith community.  

Invitation to Commune 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

Communion Hymn: Shall We Gather at the River #423   
All sing. 
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The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Pastor Let us pray.  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united 
us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the 
risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

Congregation  Amen. 

Post-Communion Canticle  
Please stand and sing. 
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Dismissal 

Pastor  Go in peace, share the good news.  

Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude        

Sending Hymn:  Let All Things Now Living #881  
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
All sing. 
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A Life-changing New Chapter 

Jesus does not become the Son of God at the moment of his baptism. Indeed, his relationship to God 
the Father is eternal—from forever in the past, through the incarnation, and forever into the future. But 
Jesus’ baptism is a watershed moment (pardon the pun) representing the beginning of his public 
ministry and revelation as both fully human and fully divine. 

At the beginning of the Gospel of Mark, Jesus is an unknown person from Nazareth, a remote town 
about which scripture says little (but for Nathanael’s insinuation of its bad reputation at John 1:46). 
Jesus would have seemed much like the other people who came to the Jordan River to be baptized by 
John the Baptist. Yet this is the Son of God who has chosen to join all the people on this earth, to live 
like we live, to experience what we experience. So Jesus gathers with the multitude that comes for this 
ritual of a new beginning with and through God. And a new life does open in front of Jesus. The 
unexpected suddenly erupts for this ordinary-seeming man: in this human among humans a new 
chapter is initiated in God’s story for the world—a new chapter that will come to involve a new kind of 
baptism. 

This new baptism forms the church—both initially and yet today. No longer the temporary washing in 
water that John performed, Christian baptism is a definitive act of God, through water and the Holy 
Spirit, in which we are “marked with the cross of Christ forever” (ELW, p. 231) and raised to 
“newness of life” (Romans 6:4). As we follow Mark and the other evangelists’ accounts of Jesus’ 
ministry, even to death and beyond, we will learn what it means to be marked with Christ’s cross. But 
foundational to this—and the gift that makes it possible for us—is that the Creator’s words to Jesus 
resonate in our own baptism: “You are my child, my beloved; with you I am well pleased.” It’s a life-
changing new chapter for us too. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 10 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services. 

Hearing help available: We have for your use, 
personal  hearing amplification units available in the 
narthex.  Please refer questions or comments to an 
usher.  

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Sunday Services 
8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: 1 Samuel 3:1-10     Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18      1 Corinthians 6:12-20     John 1:43-51 


