+ Contemporary

Worship +
At Redeemer Lutheran Church
January 3, 2021
Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.

+ Welcome to Worship +
Prelude
Call to Worship
Based on Psalm 147
Pastor
People

Praise the Lord! How good it is to sing praises to our God.
For God is gracious and a song of praise is fitting.

Pastor
People

The Lord heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.
Great is our Lord and abundant in power.

Pastor
People

His understanding is beyond measure.
The Lord lifts up the downtrodden and casts the wicked to the ground.

Pastor
People

Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving.
Praise the Lord!

Gathering Song
Cantor sings.
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Confession of Sin
Pastor
We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love.
All

Loving God,
we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.
Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,
that we may be filled with your joy.

Pastor

The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained
servant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise
Cantor sings.
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Prayer of the Day
Pastor
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word.
By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
All
Amen.
Children's Message

+ The Word +
Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14
God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s gifts of food and livestock. Young women will express their joy in
dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow.
7Thus

says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.”
8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
10Hear

the word of the Lord, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
11For the Lord has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
14I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the Lord.
Reader
People

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are
united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been
promised eternal salvation.
3Blessed

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in
love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,
according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that
he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace
8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,
10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in
heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance,
having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all
things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set
our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when
you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed
in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the
pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise
of his glory.
Reader
People

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Please stand. Cantor sings.
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Pastor
All

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 1:1-18
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were
created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.
1In

the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being
4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did
not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him
and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead
of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,
who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
Pastor
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
The Word Was God
Pastor Sandy Kessinger
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Song
Cantor sings.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
Vicar
With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.
All
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special
concerns. After each portion of the prayers:
Vicar
Hear us, O God.
All
Your mercy is great.
At the end of the prayer:
Pastor
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
All
Amen.
Sharing the Lord’s Peace
Pastor
The peace of Christ be with you always.
All
And also with you.
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”
Please sit.
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OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.
As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.
Song
“Come and Behold Him”
Words and Music by John Chisum and George T. Searcy
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Pastor
Let us pray.
All
God of all creation,
all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of
your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord Amen
The Invitation
Pastor
With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace
and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers
the same to all people.
All

Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.
We come to receive your gift of love.
Receive our gifts of love
and use them to further your care for the world.
Amen.

Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Pastor
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
All
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Pastor
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
All
Amen.
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Benediction
Pastor
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.
All
Amen.
Pastor
All

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Pastor
All

The God of grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNE
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a
blessing. You are an important part of our faith community.
For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping
six feet apart. Once you arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape
juice. Please move by the basket that stands next to the table.
Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you. Go in peace and serve the Lord."
Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building. Those
who wish to have a time of prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles. When you are
ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from others. We ask that you not gather in the
Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside.
At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace for those who are watching the
videos.
Pastor
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
All
Thanks be to God.
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Truth beyond the Facts
There are many questions today about facts. Who do we trust to
give us the facts? What sources and individuals are reliable? Social media can be a great tool for sharing, but it has also become
a means of spreading misinformation, false beliefs, and bad advice. Many people today are suspicious of what some claim to be
the facts.
Even if we have the right facts, we might not have something
more important: the truth. Facts can be a partial representation
of the truth. Facts might tell us that it is sunny and warm this
morning, but the weather forecast might say thunderstorms are
coming in the afternoon. The latter statement is truth. Truth is
the larger reality that smaller facts don’t capture, and sometimes
contradict.
John tells us that Jesus is God’s Word, full of grace and truth. In
Jesus we get the full truth of God, not merely the facts. What are
the facts we might see? We are all sinful and have strayed from
God’s just and loving ways. The world is a mess. Left to our own
ways, we are surely lost. These are the facts, as if we woke up to a
dangerous thunderstorm but don’t know what the weather forecast is after that. Jesus is the fuller truth that in spite of the
stormy mess of the world and our individual lives, God’s grace is
a gift to us in Christ. There is a blue sky and a safe calm that is
ours through divine love.
Some of us live with messages that tell us we are not the right
kind of person to receive God’s grace because of our past mistakes, or ethnicity, or gender identity, or level of education, or
poverty. The truth of Jesus Christ tells us we are children of God.
“From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace” (John 1:16). This is the truth that gives us life.
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
Children are always welcome in our
worship.
Church Phone: 703-356-3346
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org

Hearing help available: We have for your
use personal hearing amplification units
available in the narthex.
Please refer
questions or comments to an usher.

Next Sunday’s Scripture:
Genesis 1:1-5 Psalm 29 Acts 19:1-7 Mark 1:4-11
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall12
for recycling if you choose not to take it home.

