
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
4 Epiphany, January 30, 2022 

Service at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
  

The glory of God is often revealed when and where it is least expected.  
God uses our lips to declare that glory, inexperienced and hesitant though they may be.  

God uses our love to demonstrate that glory and so urges us to exercise it.  
God uses Jesus of Nazareth, water and the word, bread and wine, to reveal God’s glory where and when God chooses. 

Take heed, lest the glory of God slip through our midst unnoticed. 
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Gathering 
 

Prelude 
Love Divine, All Love Excelling, arranged by Mark Hayes  
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Gathering Hymn #705 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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The Word 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and love; and that we 

may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Canticle of Praise 
All sing 

Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10 
God calls Jeremiah to be a prophet and consecrates him in the womb. Jeremiah’s task is to preach God’s word in the 

midst of the difficult political realities of his time, before the Babylonian exile. He is to make God known not only to 
Judah, but also to the nations. 

Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to 

the nations.” Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” But the Lord said to 

me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command 

you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” Then the Lord put out his hand and 

touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, “Now I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over 

nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.” 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.      
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 71:1-6 
Congregation reads words in bold. 

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; 
let me never be put to shame. 
In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; 
incline your ear to me and save me. 
 
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; 
you are my crag and my stronghold. 
Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, 
from of the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor.  
 
For you are my hope, O Lord God, 
my confidence since I was young. 
I have been sustained by you ever since I was born;  
from my mother’s womb you have been my strength; 
my praise shall be always of you.  

Reading: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Christians in Corinth prided themselves on their spiritual gifts. Paul reminds them that God gives us many 
gifts through the Holy Spirit, but the purpose behind all of them is love, the kind of love that God showed us in 
Jesus Christ. 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 

cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, 

so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand 

over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient;  
love is kind;  

love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.  

It does not insist on its own way;  

it is not irritable or resentful;  

it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.  

It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.   
Love never ends.  

But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come 

to an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 10but when the complete comes, the partial 

will come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; 

when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see 

face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, 

hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.  

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  
 
 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

Gospel: Luke 4:21-30 
People in Jesus’ hometown are initially pleased when he says that God will free the oppressed. Their pleasure turns to 
rage when he reminds them that God’s prophetic mission typically pushes beyond human boundaries so that mercy and 
healing are extended to those regarded as outsiders. 

Then [Jesus] began to say to [all in the 
synagogue in Nazareth,] “Today this scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke 
well of him and were amazed at the gracious 
words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is 
not this Joseph’s son?” He said to them, 
“Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 
‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do 
here also in your hometown the things that we 
have heard you did at Capernaum.’ ” And he 
said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in 
the prophet’s hometown. But the truth is, there 
were many widows in Israel in the time of 
Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years 
and six months, and there was a severe famine 
over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of 
them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 
There were also many lepers in Israel in the time 
of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was 
cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” When they 
heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with 
rage. They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was 
built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed through the midst of them and went on his 
way. 
 

 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
Call Stories 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Hymn  #580 
All sing. 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.   
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  

 our selves, our time, and our possessions.   
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,  
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen  

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.  As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your  
financial gifts.   

Special Music 
 

"The Greatest Gift Is Love" by Mark Hayes 

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Pastor Hear us, O God. 
Congregation Your mercy is great.  
 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
 trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation   Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
 

Pastor With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer   
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Congregation Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Come to the Table 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  Lamb of God 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. 
Congregation Have mercy on us. 
 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. 
Congregation Have mercy on us. 
 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. 
Congregation Grant us peace. 
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Invitation to Commune 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

Hymn  #359 
All sing. 

Post-Communion Prayer 
Please stand. 
 

Pastor Let us pray.  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us 
with Christ, making us one with all your people.  Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the 
risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Congregation  Amen 

Blessing 
Pastor   Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation    Amen. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen 
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Sending Hymn  #631 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.  
All sing. 
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Dismissal  
Pastor   Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
Trumpet Tune in C Major - David Lasky 
 
 
When you are ready to leave, please keep a safe distance from others.  

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 10 and the Service of the Word from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
Children are always welcome in our worship.  Hearing help available: We have for your use, personal  

hearing amplification units available in the narthex.  
Please refer questions or comments to an usher.  

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

The flowers are given to the glory of God  
 
 

Hometown Surprise 

In today’s gospel, Jesus has returned to his hometown, a community eager to welcome him back into 
their midst. Perhaps they assumed Jesus would meet their familiar welcome with special favor. But 
instead, Jesus shakes things up by pointing to God’s presence in the lives of outsiders. This is not 
exactly the message the hometown folks were expecting to hear! 

Jesus recalls the widow at Zarephath and Naaman the Syrian, two outsiders in whom God chose to 
demonstrate divine healing power. This text is an invitation for people in every time and place to 
consider how whenever we think we have God figured out, God instead shows up in the lives of those 
we least expect. Every time we place God at the center of our own world, God’s Spirit nudges us to 
expand our horizons to notice the Holy at work in other communities too. 

In homeless shelters and prisons, in immigration detention centers and tense board rooms, in ritzy 
hotels and dingy bars, in hospital rooms and messy kitchens—in every ordinary, imperfect, and painful 
place, God is here bringing about new life and freedom. In traditions we don’t understand, in cultures 
unfamiliar to us, in people we would rather write off as “other,” God dwells, creating and loving and 
restoring. 

Even within our own churches, God defies any logic about what is holy and what is not. God shows up 
in the ordinary objects of bread and wine and water, in the bodies of flawed and fragile people gathered 
for worship, in the sticky hands and juice-stained mouths of children waving their Sunday school crafts. 
In these imperfect and beautiful things Jesus declares the presence of the kingdom of God. 

May our hearts be open to notice Christ in the places we least expect him to be. 

 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13)   Psalm 138  1 Corinthians 15:1-11  Luke 5:1-11 


