
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
2 Christmas, January 2, 2022 

Service at 10 am 
  

Gathering 
Prelude 

"O Holy Night" by Adolphe Charles Adam, arr. by Julie A. Lind 
    Emily Osifchin, violin 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Gathering Hymn #275 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 



3  

 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your 

grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Kyrie 

All sing. 

Canticle of Praise 
All sing 
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The Word 

Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s 
gift of food and livestock. Young women will express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow. 
 

 Thus says the Lord: 
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
 and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
 proclaim, give praise, and say, 
 “Save, O Lord, your people, 
 the remnant of Israel.” 
 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
 and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
 among them the blind and the lame, 
 those with child and those in labor, together; 
 a great company, they shall return here. 
 With weeping they shall come, 
 and with consolations I will lead them back, 
 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
 in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
 for I have become a father to Israel, 
 and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 
 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 
 and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
 and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 
 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 
 and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
 and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, 
 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
 and over the young of the flock and the herd; 
 their life shall become like a watered garden, 
 and they shall never languish again. 
 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
 and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
 I will turn their mourning into joy, 
 I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 
 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
 and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 
 says the Lord. 

 
  Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
  Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 147:12-20 
Congregation reads words in bold. 

 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; 
 praise your God, O Zion, 
 who has strengthened the bars of your gates 
 and has blessed your children within you. 
 
 God has established peace on your borders 
 and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
 God sends out a command to the earth, 
 a word that runs very swiftly.  
 
 God gives snow like wool, 
 scattering frost like ashes. 
 God scatters hail like bread crumbs. 
 Who can stand against God’s cold? 
 
 The Lord sends forth the word and melts them; 
 the wind blows, and the waters flow. 
 God declares the word to Jacob, 
 statutes and judgments to Israel. 
 
 The Lord has not done so to any other nation; 
 they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!  

Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are united in Christ. Through 
Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation. 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world 
to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus 
Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has 
made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a 
plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In 
Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope 
on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy 
Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his 
glory. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Blessed in Christ 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel: John 1:1-18 
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were created. This Word 
became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world. 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He 
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He 
who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made 
him known. 

 
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  
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Hymn  #288 
All sing. 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.   
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  

 our selves, our time, and our possessions.   
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,  
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen  

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.  As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your  
financial gifts.   

Special Music 
 

“Mary Did You Know" by Buddy Greene  

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Asst. Minister Hear us, O God. 
Congregation Your mercy is great.  
 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
 trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation   Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
Asst. Minister With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer   
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Congregation Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Come to the Table 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  Lamb of God 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Invitation to Commune 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 
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Hymn  #300 
All sing. 

Post-Communion Prayer 
Please stand. 
 

Asst. Minister Let us pray.  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us 
with Christ, making us one with all your people.  Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the 
risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Congregation  Amen 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen 
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Dismissal  
Asst. Minister     Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Congregation      Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
“Noel Suisse” from Nouveau Livre de Noels - Louis-Claude Daquin  
When you are ready to leave, please keep a safe distance from others.  

Blessing 
Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Sending Hymn  #290 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.  
All sing. 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 10 and the Service of the Word from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
Children are always welcome in our worship.  Hearing help available: We have for your use, personal  

hearing amplification units available in the narthex.  
Please refer questions or comments to an usher.  

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 
 
 

Cross My Heart 

“Cross my heart and hope to die.” Children say this, almost casually, to reinforce something 
they are promising a sibling or friend. They don’t really mean that they hope to die; it’s just 
a reassurance that they take seriously the promise they are making. In today’s luminous 
reading from the Gospel of John, we encounter God’s ultimate promise kept: “And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 
son, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). This is the one promise for which “hope to die” is 
appropriate, because Jesus comes to us so that he may die for us and, through his death, 
bring the promise of life everlasting. 

In most cases, when we make a promise it’s for a limited amount of time. But we are 
repeatedly shown in the Bible that God keeps promises, even if they take many generations 
to come to fruition. Today the prophet Jeremiah shares the word of God, promising that exile 
will not last forever. And the psalmist invites us to praise God as one who keeps promises to 
heal and make whole: “The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem, and gathers the exiles of Israel. The 
Lord heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds” (Psalm 147:2-3, ELW). 

Finally, in his letter to the Ephesians, Paul reminds his congregation of the infinite promise 
granted to us by the coming of Christ. Through Christ, he says, we are redeemed, our sins 
are forgiven, and we are granted an inheritance—one that means that though we don’t hope 
to die, we need not fear death, because Christ has conquered death forever. 

We resume our normal worship schedule next Sunday, January 9. 
8:30 am and 11:00 am for the Traditional Services 

9:45 am for the Contemporary Services  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Isaiah 43:1-7 Psalm 29  Acts 8:14-17 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 


