
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

9:45 am  January 29, 2023 

Who are the blessed ones of God?  
For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, 
they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, 
the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who 

hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this          
countercultural way of living and serving.  
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Prelude  

Call to Worship 
Based on Psalm 15 
 
 
Pastor  O Lord, who may abide in your tent?  Who may dwell on our holy hill? 
All  Those who walk blamelessly  

and do what is right  
and speak the truth from their heart. 

 
Pastor  Those who do not slander with their tongue and do evil to their friends. 
All  Those who do not take up a reproach against their neighbors. 
 
Pastor  Those who honor and fear the Lord. 
All  Those who stand by their promises. 
 
Pastor  Those who do not lend money at interest and do not take a bribe against the 

innocent. 
All  Those who do these things shall never be moved. 
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Confession of Sin 

Pastor  God of all mercy and consolation,  
come to the aid of your people,  
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 
Give us the power of the Holy Spirit  
that, attentive to your Word,  
we may confess our sins,  
receive your forgiveness,  
and grow into the fullness of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 

Song of Gathering  

Please stand and sing.   
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Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
All  Gracious God, have mercy on us. 

In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things done and left undone. 
Uphold us by your Spirit  
so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life,  
to the honor and glory of your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Pastor  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the name of + 
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

All  Amen. 

Song of Praise 

Please stand and sing.   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor The Lord be with you.   
All And also with you.  
 
Pastor Let us pray.  
 Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly 

and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may 
see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Children's Message 

Reading: Micah 6:1-8 
the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against 
Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or 
expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to 
do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service. 
 

 Hear what the Lord says: 
 Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
 and let the hills hear your voice. 
 Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
 and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
 for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
 and he will contend with Israel. 
 
 “O my people, what have I done to you? 
 In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
 and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
 and I sent before you Moses, 
 Aaron, and Miriam. 
 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
 what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
 that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
 
 “With what shall I come before the Lord, 
 and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
 with calves a year old? 
 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
 and what does the Lord require of you 
 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
 and to walk humbly with your God? 

  
Reader  Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand and sing.  

Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems 
stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work 
power and salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the 
cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers. 
 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written,  
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save 
those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, 
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the 
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose 
what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 
so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 
who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in 
order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon  

What the Lord Requires 
Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  
All    Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God. 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 

Pastor   The Gospel of the Lord.      
All  Praise to you, O Christ 
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Please stand and sing. 
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Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
Reader   Merciful God,    
All   receive our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen.  

Offering Music  

“Not Ashamed” by Chris Tomlin and Matt Redman 

OFFERING    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.   
Offering plates are found at the front of the worship space by the baptismal font and in the 
back of the church as you leave our worship space.  Please give as you are able.   
  Please sign the red Attendance Book and pass it down the pew.  

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Asst. Min.  With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Song of Offering  
Please stand and sing. 

The Invitation 

Pastor With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples 
peace and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus 
offers the same to all people. 
 

All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come - eager to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  
 Amen. 
 
Words of Institution 



11 

 

Response  
Please sing. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine  

are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 
For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

All sing. 
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+ THE SENDING + 

Prayer 

Asst. Min.  Let us pray. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 
wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 

 

Benediction 

Pastor May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ fill you with every 
spiritual blessing. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor May the God of faithfulness and encouragement grant you to live in 

harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 

you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 

Please stand. 

Pastor  The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood,  
strengthen and preserve you unto eternal life.   

All Amen. 



15 

 

SENDING SONG 

All sing. 
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Dismissal   

Asst. Min.  Go in peace, serve all those in need.   
All   Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  

CCLI License# 1850655 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Hearing help available: We have for 
your use personal  hearing amplification 
units available in the narthex.   Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  

Children are welcome in our worship. There 
is a children’s worship bulletin for them. If 
you prefer, a nursery and/or childcare is 
available for children up to age 3 during all 
worship services. 

Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 

Upside-Down Blessing 

How do you know that you are blessed? Our consumer-driven culture primes us to believe 
blessedness is based on our bank accounts. Or perhaps we learn that we are blessed if we are 
in good health, or if our work is meaningful, or if our social or family lives are fulfilling. Social 
media hashtags depict blessing as the result of good fortune. And health, work, family, and 
social connection can all be good things! But the beatitudes turn our assumptions about bless-
edness on their head. 

Jesus reminds us that instead, blessedness is our beginning. “Blessed” is our primary identity 
in God. We are loved and favored by God before we do anything to earn it, before the circum-
stances of our lives begin to define us. Our level of blessedness has nothing to do with us and 
everything to do with God’s abundant love and grace. This is true especially when it feels like 
we are anything but blessed. 

We are loved, held, and brought near to God, even in our pain and sorrow and everything that 
makes us feel like we are less worthy, less loved, less important. In fact, it is in those places 
that God draws nearest to us, reminding us that we are loved and whole and worthy of bless-
ing. Then everything we do flows from that identity of blessedness. We are freed to bless oth-
ers—with our words, our actions, our whole lives. We are invited to engage the world through 
the upside-down lens of the kingdom of God. We are given new eyes to see God’s presence in 
this world—not just among the important, the powerful, the popular, and the loud, but among 
those the world would rather ignore, disregard, or shame. 

Whenever the world pronounces condemnation, God declares, “Blessed.” Whenever the world 
excludes, God welcomes. Whenever the world scorns, mocks, or causes harm, God promises 
new life in the kingdom of heaven that is ever drawing near. 

Readings for next Sunday are: 
Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]  Psalm 112:1-9 [10]  1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] Matthew 5:13-20 


