
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
3 Epiphany,  January 24, 2021 

Service at 9am 
  

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the implications of our 
baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance 
right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at 
the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they have known and worked for 

all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 
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In the Nets of the Kingdom 

Jan, wandering seat to seat on the bus, was crossing state lines from Michigan 
to Wisconsin. Bruce had sent her the ticket. The two met at a church youth 
convention; now she was going to be his high school prom date. Here’s how it 
happened: At the youth gathering, during each morning’s worship, the two 
held the same green hymn book. During the afternoon Bible studies, sitting 
cross-legged in a circle on the floor, she read compellingly from her red 
leatherette Bible. For evening reflections, the prayers she pulled from her blue 
plastic packet of devotions swept the room. Bruce was bedazzled. That’s why 
he bought the ticket. When Jan stepped off the bus, she shimmered, telling him 
how from seat to seat along Highway 2 she had saved souls, netting fourteen 
converts on a colorful missionary journey. 

As delighted as Jan might have been, her proselytizing was not the kind of 
fishing for people Jesus was after when he passed along the Sea of Galilee, 
calling oily fishermen to “follow me.” What shook Simon and Andrew, James 
and John, and countless women and men throughout the ages to—
immediately, impulsively—give up their nets, quit mending, abandon boats, 
and leave families and homes? 

Jesus’ wild, sea-changing challenge demands courage. It dares us into a way of 
living, a manner of seeing, and a risk of not knowing but earnestly believing 
that when he asks us to step up, something more meaningful than all we have 
awaits us. 

Jesus’ “follow me” comes amid a lifetime of rigorous monotony, in which we 
are constantly casting nets to catch more of what never satisfies. Jesus’ 
“follow me” is an epiphany. It is an invitation, not to “save souls,” but to be 
gathered and to gather the weak and despairing, to minister to the ruined and 
abandoned, scared and starving, to show compassion to the mean and 
unloving, and to embrace the great, greedy, proud, and demanding; all of this 
awaits us in the nets of God’s kingdom. 



3  

 

Gathering 
Prelude 

“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart", arranged by Jeffery Honore 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen 
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Gathering Hymn #661 
The Cantor sings this hymn. 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by 

your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Hymn of Praise 
The Cantor sings the Hymn of Praise. 
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The Word 

Psalm 62:5-12 
The congregation will read the parts in bold. 

Reading:  Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence message: Nineveh will be 
destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader 
to wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mercy?” 

1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it 
the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh 
was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he 
cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that 
he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
 
  Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
  Congregation Thanks be to God. 

 
5For God alone I wait in silence; 

  truly, my hope is in God. 
 6God alone is my rock and my salvation, 
  my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 
 
 7In God is my deliverance and my honor; 
  God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
 8Put your trust in God always, O people, 
  pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.  
 
 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted. 
  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 
 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 
  though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
 
 11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 
  that power belongs to God. 
 12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 
  for you repay all according to their deeds.  

Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, want Christians to live in 
the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has dawned through the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. 

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have wives be as though 
they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not 
rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had 
no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation  
Please stand. Cantor will sing the Gospel Acclamation. 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.  
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the gospel” or good news from 
God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and faith. 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 
  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they 
were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they 
left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who 
were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with 
the hired men, and followed him. 
 
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
Ichthus 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Hymn #696 
The Cantor sings this hymn. 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
 you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation.  
 Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; 

and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.  As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your  
financial gifts.  Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Vicar Let us pray. 
Congregation Have mercy, O God. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
 trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation   Amen. 

Special Music 
“Take My Life" by Craig Courtney 

Apostles' Creed    
  Vicar  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Congregation Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Blessing 
Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 

  Lamb of God 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Come to the Table 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All are welcome to receive Holy Communion  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.   

You are an important part of our faith community. 

 

For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping six feet apart.  Once you 
arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape juice.  Please move by the basket that stands next 

to the table.  Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you.  Go in peace and serve the Lord." 

 

Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building.  Those who wish to have a time of 
prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles.  When you are ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from 

others.  We ask that you not gather in the Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside. 

 

 

At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace for those who are watching the videos. 

 

Pastor                      Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  

Congregation          Thanks be to God. 

Invitation to Commune 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 10 and the Service of the Word from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
Children are always welcome in our worship.  Hearing help available: We have for your use, personal  

hearing amplification units available in the narthex.  
Please refer questions or comments to an usher.  

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Deuteronomy 18:15-20   Psalm 111   1 Corinthians 8:1-13   Mark 1:21-28 


