
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Third Sunday after Epiphany, January 22, 2023 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am  
  

Gathering 
 
Prelude  “Here I Am, Lord" - arr.  Jaime Alegre  
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand. 

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 
 Pastor  Most merciful God, 

Congregation have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn #511    Thy Strong Word 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
  

Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 
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Please sit. 

Children’s Message  

Hymn of Praise 
All sing. 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into 

your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 
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The Word 

Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4 
The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced defeat, but they are assured that their condition will be 
reversed when God makes a light-filled appearance. The joy they will experience will resemble celebrations of great 
harvests, because God will deliver them from everything that diminishes or oppresses them. The people in the northern 
parts of Israel have experienced “gloom” and “darkness” because of the destruction wrought by Assyrian military 
forces. To these people, the prophet announces the shining of a great light of salvation. 

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the Lord] brought into contempt the land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the 
Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

 
 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
  those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
  You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
  they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
  For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 
  Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
  Congregation Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 
One thing I ask of the Lord; one | thing I seek; 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of the 
Lord and to seek God | in the temple. 
For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, 
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- | on a rock. 
Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround me. 
Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and make mu-
sic | to the Lord.  
Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call; 
have mercy on me and | answer me. 
My heart speaks your message— | “Seek my face.” 
Your face, O Lord, | I will seek. 
Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- | vant in anger. 
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of | my salvation.  
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Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the gospel. Discord arises when 
we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but to Christ who was crucified for us. Indeed, the unifying 
word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of God’s salvation. 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that 
there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported 
to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you 
says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been 
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you 
except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of 
Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to 
proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 
 
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23 
Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He proclaims the nearness of 
God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples. 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in 
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet 
Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
the people who sat in darkness 
have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
light has dawned.” 

 
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
 
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a 
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 
Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 
Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 
 
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing 
every disease and every sickness among the people. 
 
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
Whom Shall I Fear? 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Hymn of the Day #584                                The Son of God, Our Christ 
All stand and sing. 

The 8:30 service continues on page 10. 



8  

 

Pastor In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death 
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water 
and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body 
of Christ.  Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and 
obedience to the will of God. 

  
Sponsors We present Harrison James for baptism. 
  
Pastor Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God,  

do you desire Harrison James to be baptized into Christ?   
Parents We do. 
  
Pastor As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
 To live with him among God’s faithful people,  

bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,  
 teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,   

place in his hands the holy scriptures,   
and nurture him in faith and prayer,  
so that he may learn to trust God,  
proclaim Christ through word and deed,  
care for others and the world God made,  

 and work for justice and peace. 
 Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Parents We do. 
  
Pastor Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Harrison James in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion 
with the church? 

Sponsors We do. 
  
Pastor People of God, do you promise to support Harrison James and pray for him in his new life in 

Christ? 
Congregation We do. 
  
Pastor I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
  
Pastor Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel 

against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Congregation We renounce them. 
  
Pastor Do you believe in God the Father? 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Pastor Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
Congregation I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
On the third day, he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Pastor  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
Congregation I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

  

+ The Baptism of Harrison James Malatack + 
Parents: Virginia and James Malatack 

Sponsors:  Margaret Malatack Topper and Kendall Jackson Shevat 
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Pastor We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.  
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the 
sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  At the river your Son was 
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By the baptism of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live 
in you.  Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are 
washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life.  To you be given honor and 
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Congregation Amen.  
  
Pastor Harrison James Malatack,  
 I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 
give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eter-
nal life.   
Sustain Harrison James with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and un-
derstanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence. 

Congregation Amen. 
  
Pastor Harrison, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit  

and marked with the Cross of Christ forever. 
  
Lighting the baptismal candle. 
Pastor Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works  

and glorify your Father in heaven. 
  
Pastor Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
Congregation We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share.   

Join us in giving thanks and praise to God  
and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world. 

  
 

The 11:00 service continues on page 10 with Prayers. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Offering plates are found at 
the front of the worship space by the baptismal font and in the back of the church as you leave our worship 
space.  Please give as you are able.   

Please sign the red Attendance Book and pass it down the pew.  
 
 

Offertory     
"Christ’s Flock” by Martin Shaw    

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Pastor  Merciful God, 
Congregation  receive our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
 

  Pastor   With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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Come to the Table 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  God of all creation,  
all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.   
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.   
Nourish us with these gifts that we may be for the world  
signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All sing. 

All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  

 
For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 

Invitation to Commune 

Words of Institution 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Communion Hymn #496                                   One Bread, One Body 
All sing. 
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The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Pastor Let us pray.  
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as 
witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

Post-Communion Canticle #207              Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 
Please stand and sing. 
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Dismissal 

Pastor  Go in peace, serve all those in need.         

Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude      “We are Marching in the Light of God" (Siyahamba) - arr. John Behnke   

Sending Hymn #654                                    The Church’s One Foundation 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
All sing. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 10 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services. 

Hearing help available: We have for your use, 
personal  hearing amplification units available in the 
narthex.  Please refer questions or comments to an 
usher.  

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Sunday Services 
8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

Worth the Risk 

Perhaps Peter, Andrew, James, and John had heard rumors of this wandering preacher Jesus. 
Maybe they had been growing restless for some time in their lives as fishermen. It’s possible 
they sensed that something was shifting in the world around them. They could have been fed up 
with the brutality of the Roman Empire and were looking for a leader to bring about change. 
Maybe they longed for something more, for a better way of living and loving and being. Maybe 
they were just so taken aback by this invitation to drop everything and follow that they couldn’t 
help but say yes. We don’t know their reasons for joining the Jesus movement that day, but there 
was clearly something so compelling about this kingdom of heaven (Matthew 4:17) that they 
were willing to drop their nets, risk everything, and not look back. 

Perhaps we too hear in the gospel today a renewed invitation to get swept up in this kingdom, a 
call to drop old ways of being and embrace a life of following Jesus. Maybe this vision of the 
kingdom catches us when we witness ancient scripture finding new life in our hurting world. 
Perhaps we glimpse the possibilities of the heavenly kingdom when communities of unlikely 
people gather to share bread and wine at the same table, and when we see the hungry being fed, 
the suffering being cared for, the lonely finding welcome, the oppressed finding freedom. 
Suddenly, we know that this is God at work. 

As Jesus reminds us, the kingdom of heaven is not a far-off kingdom. It draws near to us, 
breaking in around us perhaps in the moments when we least expect it. And when we catch sight 
of it, we just might never be the same. A world where the sick are healed, the hungry are fed, the 
outcasts find belonging, and ordinary days are filled with holy purpose? That’s a kingdom worth 
risking everything for. 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Micah 6:1-8   Psalm 15  1 Corinthians 1:18-31   Matthew 5:1-12 


