
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Third Sunday after Epiphany, January 21, 2024 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am  
  

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the implications of our 
baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance 
right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at 

the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all 
their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude  8:30  Voluntary on "Down Ampney" by John Bare  
   11:00   “With Timbrel and Dance” by Margaret R. Tucker, Bell Choir 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand. 

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 
 Pastor  Most merciful God, 

Congregation have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor In the mercy of almighty God,  
 Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of the church of Christ, and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  

 in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: I Love to Tell the Story #661  
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your 

Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Hymn of Praise 
All sing. 
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The Word 

 For God alone I | wait in silence; 
  truly, my hope | is in God. 
 God alone is my rock and | my salvation, 
  my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken. 
 
 In God is my deliverance | and my honor; 
  God is my strong rock | and my refuge. 
 Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people, 
  pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge.  
 
 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- | not be trusted. 
  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath. 
 Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride; 
  though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it. 
 
 God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it, 
  that power be- | longs to God. 
 Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord, 
  for you repay all according | to their deeds.  

Psalm 62:5-12 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

Reading:  Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence message: Nineveh will be 
destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader 
to wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mercy?” 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it 
the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh 
was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he 
cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
  When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he 
had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
 
  Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
  Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Put Down Those Nets 

Pastor Josh Wullenweber 

Gospel Acclamation  
Please stand and sing. 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, want Christians to live in 
the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has dawned through the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. 

Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have wives be as though they 
had none, and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not 
rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, and those who deal with the world as though they had 
no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.  
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the gospel” or good news from 
God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and faith. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 
  As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they 
were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” And immediately they left 
their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in 
their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
men, and followed him. 
 
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day 
Please stand and sing. 



9  

 

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Please give as you are 
able.  We appreciate those who give in-person and those who give electronically. 
 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 
 

Offertory   
 ‘The Call” by Z. Randall Stroope  

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Pastor  God of grace, 
Congregation  receive our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
  Pastor   With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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Come to the Table 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
you bring forth food from the earth  
and nourish your whole creation.  
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,  
that all may know your care;  
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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All sing. 

All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

We gather around the communion rail either kneeling or standing to receive communion.   
Communion will be offered by intinction.   

For those not comfortable receiving from the pastors’ hands a separate tray with preset elements will follow.   
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  

You are an important part of our faith community.  

Invitation to Commune 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

Communion Hymn: Be Thou My Vision #793  
All sing. 
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The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Pastor Let us pray.  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united 
us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the 
risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

Congregation  Amen. 

Post-Communion Canticle  
Please stand and sing. 
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Sending Hymn: Lead Me, Guide Me #768  
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
All sing. 
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Dismissal 

Pastor  Go in peace, share the good news.  

Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude      Toccata on "Amazing Grace", arr. Chris Pardini   

Each Call Unique 

Aside from the proclamation that “the kingdom of God has come near,” Mark records no introduction 
on Jesus’ part about who he is or what he is about. He simply invites people, “Follow me.” Simon and 
Andrew, James and John make it look so easy: they just follow—no questions asked! If this is what 
true discipleship looks like, how can we ever measure up? But that’s not the point. 

Jesus calls people in countless ways. Even these four fishers were likely not all moved by the same 
things. Perhaps Simon was frustrated by Roman dominance over his country, and the news of a new 
kingdom caught his ear; maybe Andrew was itching to do something different and inspiring. Did 
James and John sense a call other than inheriting their father’s business? Jesus would go on to invite 
dozens of others to join him—surely each discerning the call in a unique way. Their responses were 
also likely not as fast and easy as it appears from the outside. The four fishers might have been 
wrestling with matters of spirituality for months before Jesus showed up. Others who joined Jesus may 
have long prayed for solutions to injustice in society. The Gospel of Mark gives a summary, a 
tightened-up version, of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Many details are lost to time; others were only ever 
known by an individual and the one they came to call Messiah. 

What we learn from these brief call narratives—and others in scripture—is that God reaches out in as 
many ways as there are people. God may get your attention in worship on a Sunday morning, at your 
work on a weekday, or in the night as you comfort a child in your care. Or—one never knows—God 
might just call from the shore when you are out in a fishing boat. Jesus’ “Follow me” might lead you 
somewhere you’ve never been, maybe away from friends and family and the career you planned. Or 
his invitation might nudge you right back home, taking up familiar routines in a new way, seeing loved 
ones with fresh vision. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 10 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services. 

Hearing help available: We have for your use, 
personal  hearing amplification units available in the 
narthex.  Please refer questions or comments to an 
usher.  

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Sunday Services 
8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Deuteronomy 18:15-20   Psalm 111   1 Corinthians 8:1-13   Mark 1:21-28 


