
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Second Sunday after Epiphany, January 14, 2024 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am  
  

All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just pastors and deacons but also the youngest child, like 
Samuel. The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of place. Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he 
comes from Nazareth. But where we come from isn’t important; it’s where—or rather whom—we come to. Jesus refers 
to Jacob, who had a vision in a place he called “the house of God, and . . . the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says 

he himself is the place where Nathanael will meet God. 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude  Prelude on "Deep River" - Adolphus Hailstork  
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand. 

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 
 Pastor  Most merciful God, 

Congregation have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor In the mercy of almighty God,  
 Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of the church of Christ, and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  

 in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 



4  

 

Gathering Hymn: Arise, Your Light Has Come #314   
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings and 

benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more 
nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Hymn of Praise 
All sing. 
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The Word 

 Lord, you have | searched me out; 
  O Lord, you | have known me. 
 You know my sitting down and my | rising up; 
  you discern my thoughts | from afar. 
 You trace my journeys and my | resting-places 
  and are acquainted with | all my ways. 
 Indeed, there is not a word | on my lips, 
  but you, O Lord, know it | altogether.  
 You encompass me, behind | and before, 
  and lay your | hand upon me. 
 Such knowledge is too wonder- | ful for me; 
  it is so high that I cannot at- | tain to it. 
 For you yourself created my | inmost parts; 
  you knit me together in my | mother’s womb. 
 I will thank you because I am mar- | velously made; 
  your works are wonderful, and I | know it well.  
 My body was not hid- | den from you, 
  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths | of the earth. 
 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were 
written | in your book; 
  my days were fashioned before they | came to be. 
 How deep I find your | thoughts, O God! 
  How great is the | sum of them! 
 If I were to count them, they would be more in number | than the sand; 
  to count them all, my life span would need to | be like yours.  

Psalm 139:1-6,13-18 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

Reading:  1 Samuel 3:1-10  
At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the Lord comes to Samuel and calls him to speak the divine word. 
Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest has taught him to respond. This marks the 
beginning of Samuel’s prophetic ministry. 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were 
not widespread. 
  At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the 
lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 
Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel 
got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 
Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called 
Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived 
that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 
‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
  Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant 
is listening.”  
 
  Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
  Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Speak, Lord 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Gospel Acclamation  

Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
Paul is helping the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives through the death of Christ. 
Hence Christian relationships and conduct, including areas of human sexuality, are to reflect the reality that we belong 
to Christ and that the Holy Spirit lives within us. 

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be 
dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and 
the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord 
and will also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the 
members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that whoever is united to a 
prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord 
becomes one spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator 
sins against the body itself. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have 
from God, and that you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

Gospel: John 1:43-51 
In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus. Philip’s friend 
Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come and see.” 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom 
Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 
him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to 
know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under 
the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
 
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day: Will You Come and Follow Me #798  
Please stand and sing. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Please give as you are 
able.  We appreciate those who give in-person and those who give electronically. 
 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 
 

Offertory   
   ‘Above All Praise and All Majesty’ F. Mendelssohn words and music by Larry Shackley 

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Pastor  God of grace, 
Congregation  receive our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
  Pastor  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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Come to the Table 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
you bring forth food from the earth  
and nourish your whole creation.  
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,  
that all may know your care;  
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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All sing. 

All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

We gather around the communion rail either kneeling or standing to receive communion.   
Communion will be offered by intinction.   

For those not comfortable receiving from the pastors’ hands a separate tray with preset elements will follow.   
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  

You are an important part of our faith community.  

Invitation to Commune 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  

Communion Hymn: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light #815  
All sing. 
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The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Pastor Let us pray.  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united 
us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the 
risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

Congregation  Amen. 

Post-Communion Canticle  
Please stand and sing. 
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Sending Hymn: O Jesus, I Have Promised #810   
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   
All sing. 
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Dismissal 

Pastor  Go in peace, share the good news.  

Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude      “Postlude on ‘Hyfrydol’” by Rowland Pritchard, arranged by Jason Payne    

Faith, Seen and Unseen 

“Follow me,” says Jesus to Philip. Then “Come and see,” says Philip to Nathanael. Early in the Gospel 
of John and in Jesus’ public ministry, the movement is already spreading. This transmission of faith 
from person to person is something like a fire jumping from one twig to another. 

Sometimes, though, it can feel as if the spark just isn’t catching—not much transmission is happening 
any longer. Many people lament that their children, grandchildren, or other loved ones have abandoned 
the Christian faith. But have they truly? Maybe, similar to Nathanael, they have not yet personally 
encountered Jesus. Nathanael questions and doubts the words of the witness Philip until he experiences 
for himself that Jesus is the Son of God. Just as the message of the good news can spread like fire from 
twig to twig, so can faith ignite—or reignite—when one has a life-changing encounter with Jesus. 
There is no miracle for pastors or others to perform; we are simply called to prepare the way, to 
welcome all of God’s children, and to accompany people no matter where they are on their faith 
journey. 

To change metaphors, sometimes faith flows like an underground stream. In some limestone terrains, a 
stream of water might disappear from the surface and reappear farther along in a different kind of 
terrain. The fact that the stream can’t be seen doesn’t mean it has stopped flowing. Likewise, faith is 
sometimes difficult to identify, but that doesn’t mean it’s not flowing in and through someone’s life. 
Visible signs of Jesus at work in a person are not always where or in the form we expect to see them. 
They can be in Sunday worship or in daily acts of kindness, compassion, grace, and love for ourselves 
and for others. Only Jesus knows what is in our hearts—already burning, deeply flowing, or yet to 
spark. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 10 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services. 

Hearing help available: We have for your use, 
personal  hearing amplification units available in the 
narthex.  Please refer questions or comments to an 
usher.  

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Sunday Services 
8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Jonah 3:1-5, 10   Psalm 62:5-12   1 Corinthians 7:29-31   Mark 1:14-20 


