
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

9:45 am January 11, 2026 

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great 
epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth 
justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, 

anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to 
proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 

Baptism of Our Lord 
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+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

“Sonata No.12 in F major, K.332: I. Allegro” by W.A. Mozart 
Kai Osifchin (Piano) 

Call to Worship 
Based on Psalm  29 
 

Pastor  Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength! 
All Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name! 
 
Pastor The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 
All  The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice.  
 
Pastor  The voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
All  The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees. 
 
Pastor  The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness. 
All  And in the temple of the Lord all cry – Glory!!! 

Please stand.  

Today we welcome Redeemer’s Youth to assist in worship. 
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Gathering Song 
All sing.   
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Confession of Sin            
Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Word who spoke life into being, 
the Wind stirring the waters. 

All  Amen. 
 
Pastor   Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

Pastor  Mighty God, lover of justice,  
All  you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests 
at the expense of our neighbors. 
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, 
but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. 
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 
that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 

  Amen. 
 
Pastor  The former things have passed away, 

and new things God now declares: 
Like a spring of water that never fails, 
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 
and forgives your sin in ☩  Jesus’ name. 
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace. 

All  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Pastor  Let us pray. 
 O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son 

and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ 
faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with 
your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All Amen.  

Children’s Message 

 All sing. 
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+ The Word + 

Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9 
God’s servant Israel is endowed with the Spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The 
servant will not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever keep 
it from fulfilling its task. God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the new assignment of the 
servant is to bring light to the nations. 
 

 1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 
 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
 4He will not grow faint or be crushed  
  until he has established justice in the earth; 
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 
 5Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 
 6I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 
  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
  a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 8I am the Lord, that is my name; 
  my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 
 9See, the former things have come to pass, 
  and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life. All  Thanks be to God.  

Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the 
good news of God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a 
result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 
him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—
he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 
that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 
was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 
him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him 
to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 
 
Reader   Word of God, word of life.  All   Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.      
All    Glory to you, O Lord. 

Sermon 
The Confirmation of our Baptism  

Pastor Sharon Core 

Please stand and sing. 

Gospel: Matthew 3:13–17 
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified 
publicly as God's child. 
 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.  14John would 
have prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?"  15But Je-
sus answered him, "Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteous-
ness." Then he consented.  16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the 
water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and alighting on him.  17And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, the Beloved, with 
whom I am well pleased." 
 
Pastor    The Gospel of the Lord.      
All  Praise to you, O Christ 
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Please stand and sing. 

Spirit Song 
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Reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant  

 
Presentation  
Profession of Faith 

 Renunciations  
Pastor     Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,  

   the powers of this world that rebel against God,  
   and the ways of sin that draw you from God?  

 Congregation    I renounce them.  
  

Profession  
Pastor    Do you believe in God the Father?  
Congregation    I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.  
Pastor    Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
Congregation    I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
            who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

Pastor    Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
Congregation    I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  

  
Affirmation  

Pastor     You have made public profession of your faith.  
      Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in  
 holy baptism:  

to live among God’s faithful people,  
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,  
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,  
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,  
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?  

Congregation    I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.  
 
Pastor     People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your  
      life in Christ?  
Congregation    We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.  
 
Pastor     Let us pray.  

   We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you     
   give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in   
   your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and  
   understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and    
   the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. 

Congregation    Amen.  
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+ Sharing Our Gifts + 

Sharing the Lord’s Peace    
Pastor  May the peace of Christ be with you always. 
All And also with you.  

Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Sit 

Offertory  
Please stand and sing. 

Offering   
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our 
offerings to God are first of all just that–offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able 
please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts. 
 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
Asst. Min.  Merciful God, 
All   receive our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen.  

Offertory Song 

“Novelette No.1 in C Major” by Francis Poulenc 

Emily Osifchin (Piano) 
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+ Come to the Table + 

Words of Institution 

Communion 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 
Communion will be offered by intinction. 

For those not comfortable receiving from the pastor's hands, a separate tray with preset 
elements is available.  Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

 
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine is invited to come forward for 

a blessing. To receive a blessing, please cross your arms. 
You are an important part of our faith community. 

 

In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ. 

Pastor  The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 
Pastor  Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Offering Prayer  

Asst. Min. Let us pray. 
All God of majesty, 

no eye has seen, no ear has heard 
what you have prepared for those who love you, 
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 
Use what we have gathered 
to feed us with the reign of God come near, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen.   

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pastor Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
 Come to the table; taste and see. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

All sing. 

Special Music 

“Deep River” Arranged by H.T. Burleigh 

Amy Cho (Voice) 
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Please stand. 

Pastor  The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood,  
strengthen and preserve you unto eternal life.   

All Amen. 
 

 
Prayer 

Asst. Min.  Radiant God, 
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In the sacrament of his body and blood 
you have drawn us to your heart. 
Send us from this table with delight, 
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All  Amen. 

+ THE SENDING + 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor   May the triune God, 
who has put a new song in your mouth 

   and tuned your heart for praise 
 ☩ bless you now and forever 
All Amen. 
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SENDING SONG 

All sing. 
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Dismissal   

Asst. Min. Go in peace.  Do justice. Love mercy. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 

“The Girl from Ipanema” by Antonio Carlos Jobim 

Eric Cho (Piano) 
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Hearing help available: We have 
personal hearing amplification units 
available for your use. Please speak with the 
person at the sound board.  

Children are welcome in our worship. 
There is a children’s worship bulletin for 
them. If you prefer, a nursery and/or 
childcare is available for children up to age 
3 during all worship services.  

Email: church@redeemermclean.org 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Sunday Services: 
8:30 and 11 am for the traditional services and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

CCLI License# 1850655 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Isaiah 49:1-7   Psalm 40:1-11   1 Corinthians 1:1-9   John 1:29-42 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 

Resistance Movements 

Herod plotting to kill. John at the riverbank. Peter in Jerusalem. Judas at the table. 
Thomas behind closed doors. Nicodemus in the night. Family at home. Crowds in 
the streets. Quite a collection, but merely a sampling of a much longer list. There are 
plenty in the pages of the scriptures, and in the circles of our daily rounds: they—
we—who are wannabe followers and wannabe saboteurs, the well-meaning and the 
conspiratorial, neighbors we like, others we refuse to trust, family we put up with (or 
don’t), coworkers we admire, mentors we respect, activists we fear, leaders we 
oppose. A lengthy list indeed. And this is what is shared among such a collection of 
souls: people standing in the way of, objecting to, arguing against Jesus. Road 
blockers. 

Mystery floats in and over the murky baptismal ripples of the Jordan River. To this 
day, thousands throng to wade in those waters to receive, to remember, to renew, to 
celebrate baptism. Jesus came there too and was met by his cousin, the famous, 
wild, wandering baptizer, who tried to stop him. Make of John’s protest what you 
will (humility, confusion, disagreement, panic, pride?), his inclination was to 
prevent Jesus’ public repentance, Jesus’ plain-to-be-seen-and-heard turning away 
from the expectations of the world order toward the divine imagination of God. 

It is not always (more than likely rarely, though at times it surely is) evil intention 
that is the seed that grows to oppose God’s invocation to take delight in merciful 
justice and breathe the spirit of righteousness. We clash, as John the Baptizer 
clashed (how often?), with heaven’s hopes and blessings for all that God created in 
goodness, even as we are unmindful of our own dissent. 

It is for us, in our moments and ways of objecting, that God—ever mindful of us—
parts heaven’s clouds, that we might see and hear the way of God’s beloved Son. 


