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Background on Isaiah 

The book of Isaiah has 66 chapters but not all of the material comes from the 8th century prophet. 

Some of the material comes from others who were his disciples and interpreters of his teachings. 

Early in his ministry he preached to the people in Judah but they did not listen to him. 

Soon afterwards, he withdrew from public life and bound up and sealed his teachings. 

Isaiah deposited his teachings for safe keeping within the faith community. 

After some revisions (and after his death) his disciples would then hand them down to others. 

So the book includes the words of Isaiah and those that were in keeping with his teachings. 

The teachings of Moses (as we know it) also developed in this way. 

 

In the Hebrew Bible the writings of the prophets were contained in four major scrolls: 

The book of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel were in three scrolls. 

The twelve Minor Prophets were all in one scroll. 

 

Not many details are known about the prophet Isaiah other than he was the son of Amoz. 

Because he used urban metaphors it was assumed he was a city man. 

He may have grown up in the privileged circles of Jerusalem. 

The city of Jerusalem is referenced but not the equally important wilderness experience. 

Isaiah is also silent on the Exodus and other great themes found in their sacred history. 

Isaiah is more interested in the special relationship that God had with David and his family. 

In light of that interest he is known as the messenger of hope for the coming Messiah.   

 

 
 

 

Chapter 6 

The call of Isaiah took place at a critical time in the life of Judah. 

Earlier, Uzziah was king and he had a strong, positive influence on the life of his people. 

Upon his death his son, Jotham, became king and he inherited a well-administered government.   

He is recorded as having built the Upper Gate of the Temple of Jerusalem. 

He also fought wars against the Arameans and Israel and he defeated the Ammonites. 



However, the increasing corruption of the Northern Kingdom started to seep into Judah. 

It was at this time that Isaiah had a rare vision of the Lord. 

The earthly temple suddenly enlarged and Isaiah found himself standing in a heavenly temple. 

The Lord was seated on a great throne and clothed in a majestic robe that filled the temple. 

He saw the Lord as not only the King of Israel but the one who governs the destiny of all people. 

 

One of the recurring themes of the Old Testament is the picture of the Heavenly Council. 

The Council is presided over by the Lord in 1 Kings 22:19. 

Isaiah had a moment in which he was permitted to behold what is normally veiled to humans. 

He was able to proclaim that with his own eyes he saw the celestial King. 

 

As part of the vision he is called to be the messenger of the Lord – the King! 

His first response was to cry out that he was an unclean person. 

One of the seraphs took from the altar a glowing stone and purged his lips clean. 

 

Something new is introduced – 

The prophet needed purification before he could be a messenger for the Lord. 

Isaiah started his call as one who needed forgiveness. 

As soon as he was cleansed the Lord asked for volunteers and Isaiah responded immediately. 

Like all the other prophets Isaiah believed that all events came from the hand of God. 

 

Review of First 5 Chapters 

In these chapters the themes of the vision are elaborated. 

The Lord is enthroned (high and lofty) above the tumult of the nations. 

As with Amos, Isaiah is describing the Day of Yahweh as a time of darkness and judgment. 

The Song of the Vineyard (Chapter 5) continues the theme of judgment. 

In keeping with his call, the early message of Isaiah is one of doom. 

The Lord is announcing a covenant lawsuit against the people of Israel. 

They were to stand trial before their Judge and like Isaiah they were found to be unclean. 

But the ultimate purpose of the message was to restore Israel to health. 

Just as Isaiah was cleansed so the Lord would purify the people.   

 

 

 



Chapters 7 and 8 

A few years after his vision, his wife gave birth to a son named Shear-yashub.   

The name literally means a remnant shall return. 

 

The materials in these two chapters deal with the Syro-Israelite crisis the occurred in 733 BC. 

At that time the Neo-Assyrian Empire was a powerful force in the region. 

Syria (often called Aram) and the Kingdom of Israel decided to break away from them. 

The kingdom of Judah (now ruled by King Ahaz) refused to join the coalition. 

In 735 BC Syria and Israel attempted to depose Ahaz through an invasion. 

According to 2 Chronicles Judah suffered great losses that included the son of Ahaz. 

During the invasion the Philistines and Edomites raided the towns and villages in Judah. 

Ahaz asked the Assyrians for help. 

The Assyrians defended Judah and conquered Israel, Syria, and the Philistines. 

Ahaz had to pay tribute to their king with treasures (and money) from the temple in Jerusalem. 

He also built idols of Assyrian gods in Judah to be in good favor with his new ally. 

 

Isaiah met with Ahaz and told him to trust in the Lord.  Ahaz was to be quiet and calm. 

Isaiah viewed the crisis from a deeper perspective – the sovereign activity of God. 

Ahaz was to abandon human alliance and place his reliance on the Lord who controls our affairs. 

Such faith demands a complete and firm commitment to God. 

It demonstrates the confidence he had to have to believe that the Lord is the one true King. 

 

Ahaz did not believe Isaiah so Isaiah came to Ahaz again with the offer of a sign. 

The sign promised was the birth of a child whose name would be called Immanuel. 

In Hebrew the name means God is with us. 

The language Isaiah used presupposes that the mother was already pregnant. 

The child would be born in the near future. 

Isaiah promised Ahaz that the Lord would bring immediate relief from the imminent threat. 

However, the deliverance would be followed by an even greater disaster for Judah. 

 

In contrast to Ahaz (the king who shows no faith) Isaiah pictures the advent of a child-king. 

In due time, this child-king will faithfully exercise his role to govern. 

For those who have eyes to see his presence will be an assurance that God is leading the people. 

As in the prophecy of Hosea the wilderness will be both for judgment and a new start. 

 

Sometime after his encounter with Ahaz, Isaiah had a second son named Maher-shalal-hash-baz. 

The name means the spoil speeds, the prey hastens. 

Isaiah told Ahaz that the Assyrian king would plunder Samaria and Damascus. 

Ahaz lacked the kind of faith the prophet called for and therefore turned to practical options. 

Ahaz could surrender to Syria and Israel and lose his throne. 

Or Ahaz could partner with Assyria and Judah would become a vassal state. 

Ahaz chose the latter course of action. 

To Isaiah this was the final proof of the lack of faith and Judah would pay the consequences. 

The words that should have awakened faith fell on deaf ears. 

 

 



Isaiah told the faithful community (the remnant) that they were to conspire with God alone. 

They were to fear the Lord of hosts alone and not be driven by political fears. 

They were to separate themselves from the rest of the nation under a different alliance. 

They were to trust in the Lord and wait expectantly for the fulfillment of the divine promise. 

Isaiah then took his place within this community. 

 

His prophetic torah (teachings) were sealed and entrusted to his disciples until a future day. 

Little is known about Isaiah during the remainder of the reign of Ahaz.  

At the death of Ahaz, Isaiah returns for more prophetic activity. 

It was time to break the seal in the expectation that Hezekiah would be more faithful. 

 

Chapters 9-12 

Chapter 9 starts a series of oracles against nations (and hope for the remnant). 

After the darkness of judgment the light of grace will dawn. 

Isaiah was most concerned that people believe that the Lord was in control. 

Assyria was called to serve the purpose of the Lord (not the other way around). 

Isaiah elaborated on this conviction in Chapters 9 and 10. 

Assyria is described as the rod of the Lord’s anger. 

When the work of the Lord is finished then Assyria will be punished for its arrogance and pride. 

 

Chapter 11 describes the triumph of the Messiah and the resulting renewal of the world. 

The root of Jesse will be the signal to the remnant that they can return to their land. 

Our lesson ends with a song of praise and thanksgiving in Chapter 12. 

 

Gospel Glimpses 

Guilt Removed – Isaiah knows that nothing unclean can remain in the holy presence of God.   

The seraph approaches Isaiah and touches his unclean lips with a burning coal. 

Rather than taking away his life, God took away his guilt. 

God (through Jesus Christ) offers this same cleansing to us. 

 

The Depths of Joy – Through the depth of our sin runs the depth of God’s grace. 

Because of his redeeming grace our salvation is a well of joy from which we are to draw. 

 

Bible Connections 

Remnant – A remnant of God’s people will remain after judgment.   

A remnant chosen by God and saved by grace is a theme that runs throughout Scripture. 

When Christ came he started to gather this remnant unto himself. 

 

The Davidic King – Hope is sustained with the promise of a son. 

This son will rule on the throne of David and over his kingdom. 

This points us to the coming of Jesus, the son of David. 

 

Assignment for September 19 - Read Isaiah 13-23 

 


