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Chapter 55 

Sharp contrast is made between life under Babylonian rule and new order of life with the Lord. 

Israel is invited to choose the nourishment offered by God. 

Israel is summoned to seek the Lord and draw near to him and respond to him in a positive way. 

Plans of God are not like anything else in the world. 

Faith is the acceptance of a radical promise and it summons the people to an alternate life. 

 

Chapters 40-55 were likely composed by a disciple of Isaiah. 

It started with a description of the New Exodus and ends with a similar theme. 

Remaining chapters of Isaiah (56-66) are attributed to Third Isaiah. 

Chapters reflect an early post-exilic period. 

Disciples of Second Isaiah handed on and reinterpreted the message in a new situation –  

the building of the second temple (520-515 BC) 

 

Second Isaiah was filled with the excitement of an imminent return to Jerusalem. 

Last chapters reflect a mood of bitter disillusionment and controversy within the community. 

Second Isaiah announced that Israel was to be the servants of the Lord. 

Last chapters indicate that the faithful remnant are the servants. 

Second Isaiah saw the saving activity of the Lord within their political realities (Cyrus). 

Last chapters speak of a Divine Warrior who will come to conquer the powers of evil. 

A new age is introduced that has no connections with their previous history. 

 

Second Isaiah is a theological supplement to the message of First Isaiah. 

It was composed at a later time to contemporize the original message. 

Disciple of Isaiah drew upon the history of Israel not seen in Chapters 1-39. 

He combined the Exodus and Zion traditions to describe a New Exodus.  

Third Isaiah is considered a supplement to Second Isaiah. 

 

Thread that binds all three sections together is the city of Zion. 

It is the earthly center of the Kingdom of God and the symbol of the new age. 

 

Chapter 56 

The gap between Chapter 55 and Chapter 56 is about ten years in the life of Israel. 

In its context questions and heavy demands await the faithful. 

It is time to rebuild the city and time to reshape the faith of Israel. 

A community is envisioned that is intentionally committed to practicing the Torah. 

Torah brings every part of our lives under the obedience of God. 

Mandate is given to be open to the outcasts (who we designate as Gentiles). 

God who gathers intends our homecoming to be open to all. 

God will not preserve a community of indifference. 

 



Chapter 57 

Deep divisions occur between the righteous and those who compromise their faith. 

Benediction is bestowed upon the righteous in the face of those who ruthlessly destroy. 

Righteous may die but they are carried to peace and to rest (nothing said about life-after-death). 

Faith of the righteous does not go unnoticed or unvalued. 

Verses 1-2 address the righteous and the longer section (Verse 3-13) address the unrighteous. 

Unrighteous are accused of idolatry and disloyalty to the Lord. 

They have rejected the Lord and now the consequence is inevitable. 

 

Then (with a quick turnaround) the promises of God are made to the righteous. 

They will receive all the good gifts (land and the well-being that it entails). 

The Lord stands by the lowly for the purpose to revive them. 

The Lord acts to give life to those who had their life squeezed out of them. 

Good news is that the Lord does not stay angry. 

His anger is supplanted by his identity to be merciful and gracious. 

Move from anger to healing leads to wholeness for his people. 

 

 
 

Chapter 58 

Community is in deep conflict. 

Author urges for a strong vision of the future that is ethically demanding. 

Their feel-good worship violates the true intention of the Lord. 

Worship has become a means to an end and no longer an end in itself. 

More than that, those who worship are quarrelsome and contentious and focus is on themselves. 

Light will be given by the Lord to a community of justice and compassion. 

 

Isaiah 58:1-12 is read on Ash Wednesday 

 

Chapter 59 

One feature of Chapters 54-66 is the nature of the complaints that surface in the community.  

We saw it in 58:3 and now again in 59:1 and 59:9-15a. 

People are seeking righteousness but they feel like God has let them down. 

Fasting is not acknowledged and prayers are not heard. 

Author makes a distinction between their religious practices and their injustices. 

Fasting and prayer are always appropriate but God looks at the motivation of the people. 

His rebuke of the people leads to proper confession (59:9-15a). 

God comes with garments of righteousness to expose and cleanse them from evil. 



Chapter 60 

Poem speaks of the return of Zion’s children. 

Salvation is on the verge of fulfillment. 

In Chapter 54 the emphasis was on marriage and renewed comfort. 

Here the emphasis shifts to Zion’s dramatic exaltation. 

Zion becomes the place to which her children and the nations stream. 

Promise made to Abraham in Genesis 12:3 has been transformed but the same content remains. 

Everything is now focused on Zion – a people whom the Lord has blessed. 

 

Isaiah 60:1-9 is read on Epiphany 

 

 
 

Chapter 61 

Mission of the servant is made known. 

He is anointed and sent and represented a series of roles once belonging to Cyrus.  

Prophet knows who he is with reference to what God has said and what the servant has done. 

We hear again an oracle of salvation for the righteous remnant. 

Double portion is deemed appropriate to a double bearing of shame. 

Promises made by Second Isaiah retain their force in new and changed circumstances. 

 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 is read on Christmas Day 

 

Chapter 62 

It is out of Zion that a deliverer comes. 

Judgment of Israel and the nations becomes the means by which God is fully acknowledged. 

Only through this judgment can one begin true and lasting fellowship with the one true God. 

Righteous are driven to deeper reflections on the purposes of God. 

God speaks a fresh word that offers an even greater picture of his promises. 

God cannot work with those who reject him and turn to their old ways. 

 

Isaiah 62:6-12 is read on Christmas Eve 

 

Chapter 63 

Verses 1-6 are connected to 63:1-6 and the oracle concerning Edom in Isaiah 34. 

God speaks here of vindication of the Divine (the justice and righteousness of God). 

We count on God alone to show us mercy and justice. 

We seek to know how both are gifts consistent with the character of God (holy, just, loving). 



God is the God of pure and holy vengeance who is matched by no other. 

Mercy and justice cannot exist as separate attributes because we live in a world of sin. 

Without the grace of God (that we know in Jesus Christ) the two have no connection to God. 

Israel’s hope is genuinely grounded in God being God. 

Prayer of petition is an effort to get God to be true to his character when in distress. 

 

Chapter 64 

God can hide and still be active in holy judgment. 

God can be silent and still be active in severe punishment. 

We are confronted by the Old Testament understanding that God takes us seriously. 

 

Isaiah 64:1-9 is read on Advent 1 

 

 
 

 

Chapters 65 and 66 

End of Isaiah is very similar to the beginning in that there is a dramatic scene of judgment. 

All pride and arrogance and self-confidence are exposed for their hypocrisy. 

False worship is not just empty and vain but wicked and viral. 

Zealous religious programs are demonic and must be exposed by God. 

However, there remain the humble that tremble at the word of God. 

God speaks clearly to these humble souls and attends to them and cares for them. 

God sets them apart and makes lavish promises to them. 

God provides for them in what becomes in latter Isaiah the greatest sign of God’s love – comfort. 

Humble are fed, are carried, are protected, are made to know joy and peace. 

Humble do not seek retribution and it is not their job to expose religious fraud. 

In these final chapters we experience the lesson of the beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12). 
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