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Chapters 40-54 

We are now in the section of the book called Second Isaiah. 

Scholars assign this section its own author independent of Isaiah 1-39. 

In the first 39 chapters the prophet speaks brief, oral statements that are spontaneously delivered. 

In these latter chapters we see well-crafted, longer rhetorical compositions. 

 

Chapters 40-54 presuppose the collapse of the Babylonian Empire. 

Period of judgment found in Chapter 6 has reached its conclusion. 

Only now do we hear about forgiveness and new things (on the other side of judgment). 

Starting in Chapter 40 the Day of Judgment has past. 

As noted in 40:2 Jerusalem has served her term and her penalty has been paid. 

Content seems to cover several generations: 

During the time of the return and then the restoration of Zion-Jerusalem 

Full return of all the dispersed offers a hope that includes all nations. 

 

Author of the material is not identified by name. 

Author does not use the familiar term prophet to describe himself. 

Closest thing to a call narrative is found in 49:1-7 but is described retrospectively. 

 

Chapters are believed to be the work of a prophet who lived with the exiles while in captivity. 

He proclaimed the Lord as the only true God of the entire universe. 

His perception of the people of Israel was unique. 

He regarded them as servants of the Lord. 

Sufferings of the people were not seen as punishment for sins. 

Author gave new hope and encouragement to the exiles in that the Lord had not forsaken them. 

Time had arrived when the warfare was over. 

Cyrus (the Persian king) was to take the appropriate steps for their liberation. 

God would go before them and make the rough places smooth for them. 

 

Included are a series of poems called Songs of the Suffering Servant. 

Second Isaiah does not deny that at times suffering might be a just punishment for sins. 

However, he insists that not all suffering should be interpreted in this way. 

Author speaks to a concept known as voluntary suffering or vicarious suffering. 

There is a divine purpose for the hardships the people experienced. 

Second Isaiah describes the people of God as being chosen for the task of suffering … 

For the sake of those who could not be reached in any other way. 

What could not be accomplished by force or argument is achieved through the power of love. 

Power of love is manifested in the voluntary suffering of the innocent for the sake of the guilty. 

We identify that kind of voluntary suffering with Jesus Christ. 

 

 



Second Isaiah does not imply that all of the things that happen are known in advance. 

Nor does he imply that human beings can alter the course of events by the choices they make. 

Author was setting forth an ideal that (if followed) would help explain unmerited suffering. 

Situation of the people provided them an opportunity to show others the true spirit of their faith. 

 

Like other prophets, Second Isaiah never doubted God would achieve his purposes. 

Method by which it would be accomplished was quite different from those previously conceived. 

But vicarious suffering was too lofty an ideal for the majority of the people to grasp or follow. 

 

 
 

 

Chapter 40 – God’s People are Comforted 

God announces his intentions for the people and for the city of Jerusalem. 

It stipulates the terms by which God is now prepared to treat a people once deaf and blind. 

Verses 3-11 include a series of reactions from the divine council. 

It ends in Verse 11 with the promise that God will gather and protect his people. 

Verse 12-31 is a long speech made on behalf of God and continues the one made by the council. 

It defines the relationship God has with the nations and to the other gods. 

It is a pre-trial statement made to Israel before others are summoned to the divine courtroom. 

The judge in all of this is the Holy One of Israel and the Lord of all creation. 

Series of questions are posed with only inferred answers (or left hanging for the listeners). 

Speech is intended to drive home what people already knew about God but had forgotten. 

Final purpose is to lift up, to increase strength, to bolster and rejuvenate. 

 

Chapter 41 – Israel Assured of God’s Help 

A trial (announced by God from the divine council) is the general setting for Chapters 41-48. 

God promises to bring consistency and unity to the times. 

God reasserts (especially when it is hardest to trust) that all times are in the hands of God. 

God does this so that all may see and know that the hand of the Lord has done this. 

God will use our times of hardship to help us cling to God as our only source of life. 

Suffering is never simply relieved but it is redeemed and pressed into service to the glory of God. 

 

 



Chapter 42 – The Servant, a Light to the Nations  

Israel is now the focus of attention in this trial. 

In Mark 1:11 we hear the echo of Isaiah 42:1 – You are my Son, the Beloved. 

Character of the relationship between the one sent and the sender is clarified. 

In Isaiah the servant is supported by God and is fully pleasing to God. 

It implies a vocation that has the approval of God on it. 

A servant is dispatched with a new task and meant to complete an old promise. 

 

Starting with Verse 14 a problem has been introduced in the commissioning of the servant. 

Israel has a track record of being blind and deaf and this is now addressed by God. 

God calls Israel to acknowledge and repent and offers an oracle of salvation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Chapter 43 – Restoration and Protection Promised 

God desires forgiveness and new life because these are consistent with the character of God. 

Account speaks of God forming the universe out of chaos and from nothing.   

But the new life offered to Israel costs something. 

God redeems what God has made and redemption involves an exchange with the creator. 

Ransom frees Israel from past sin and guilt and opens up a new existence within the old order. 

Cost is paid and there is an exchange that ultimately traces back to God (John 3:16). 

Son of Man came to live his life as a ransom for all. 

Love of God costs God something precious in the form of his Son. 

When we pass through fire we shall not be burned and death will not have the final word. 

 

Chapter 44 – God’s Blessing on Israel 

God appeals to Israel who believe the promises are null and void because of their sins. 

People accumulated too much sin, blindness and deafness. 

Curses as outlined in Deuteronomy have fallen upon Israel and blessings have disappeared. 

We see an expenditure of talents but all are aimed at busyness and self-gratification. 

Result is a return to dread and fear, delusion and self-reproach. 

However, the promises of God are forever for the sake of God alone. 

End of chapter identifies the agent of the promise as Cyrus. 

 

 



Chapter 45 – Cyrus, God’s Instrument 

Commissioning of Cyrus is followed by a hymn. 

But his commissioning was met with objections. 

Formed by God in a certain way and for a certain purpose the people should not question God. 

God has the freedom to form and reform Israel in unexpected (or even unwanted) ways. 

Israel is being asked to find its place in a new order. 

 

Chapter 46 and 47 – The Humiliation of Babylon 

In Chapter 46 the author speaks for the last time on the futility of idolatry. 

What happens to Jerusalem is the opposite of all that happened to Babylon. 

Chapter 47 is reminiscent of the oracles against the nations (Chapters 13-23). 

What was foreseen in the earlier chapters is now on the horizon of fulfillment. 

 

Chapter 48 – God the Creator and Redeemer 

Former things served their purpose in rejuvenating Israel. 

Jacob is redeemed and it is time for the people to come back home from Babylon. 

The entire earth witnesses this as the first exodus and wilderness are recalled in Verse 21. 

Trials and the testing of God are not recounted but God’s gracious provision. 

Within this context the death of an entire generation who failed to trust God is not forgotten. 

 

 

 
 

 

Servant Songs in Isaiah 
 

1st Song – Isaiah 42:1-4 

In the first song God speaks of his selection of the Servant who will bring justice to the earth. 

Servant is described as the agent of justice and a king who serves a royal and prophetic role. 

Justice is established neither by proclamation nor by force. 

Unlike other prophets the Servant moves quietly and confidently to establish a right religion. 

Same verses are quoted in Matthew 12:18-21. 

In Matthew the prophecy is fulfilled when Jesus withdraws from Galilee. 

In Matthew the crowds are instructed not to make his presence known to others. 

 

 

 

 



2nd Song – Isaiah 49:1-6 

Chapter is written from the perspective of the Servant. 

He recalls his pre-natal calling by God to lead both Israel and the nations. 

Servant is portrayed as the prophet of the Lord equipped and called to restore the nation to God. 

Anticipating what is described later he is without success. 

His success will come not by political or military action but by becoming a light to the Gentiles. 

Ultimately his victory is in the hands of God. 

Isaiah 49:6 is quoted by Simeon in Luke 2:32. 

 

3rd Song – Isaiah 50:4-11 

Chapter sets a darker tone but more confident than the other servant songs. 

Poem gives a first-person description of how the Servant was beaten and abused. 

Servant is also described as a teacher and learner. 

He follows the path God places him on without pulling back. 

Echoing the first song (a bruised reed he will not break) he sustains the weary with a word. 

His vindication is left in the hands of God. 

Verse 4-7 is seen to be a Messianic prophecy of Jesus Christ. 

There is a hint in Luke 9:51 to Isaiah 50:7 as Jesus sets his face steadfastly to go to Jerusalem. 

 

4th Song – Isaiah 52:13 through 53:12 

It continues the discussion of the suffering servant. 

One can deduce from the wording that the song could refer to an individual or a group. 

Song declares that the Servant intercedes for others, bearing their punishments and afflictions. 

In the end he/they are rewarded. 

It can be argued that the Servant represents the nation of Israel. 

They have paid their dues and continue to suffer because of the sins of others. 

Early in the passage the evaluation of the Servant is negative (we esteemed him not). 

At his death the attitude of the group changes after 53:4. 

Here the Servant suffers because of our iniquities. 

By the wounds of the Servant we are healed and the Servant is vindicated by God. 

Once more Christians believe this song refers to Jesus Christ. 

 

Quotes from Isaiah in Handel’s Messiah 

7:14      50:3 and 50:4-5 and 50:6 and 50:8 

9:2 and 9:6     52:7 

35:5-6      60:1 and 60:2-3 

40:1-3 and 40:4 and 40:9 and 40:11 

  

Assignment for October 17 – Read Isaiah 55-66 

 

 


