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In this section we leave the prophecies concerning the last days that will affect the whole world. 

We return to the prophetic addresses to (and concerning) Judah and Jerusalem.   

The dominant themes include Zion and the responsibilities of national leaders. 

The people of God are reminded to trust in the Lord rather than in the political forces. 

Judah is portrayed with all her sins including its trust in Egypt for protection. 

 

The setting is different from Chapters 7-11 when Ahaz was king. 

In those chapters God brought to light promises to the faithful remnant which gave them hope. 

Now with Hezekiah the Lord has few comforting words. 

The Lord is demanding real trust and real holy living and not superficial acts. 

 

Setting as recorded in 2 Kings 18:17-19:37: 

In 705 BC Hezekiah declared independence for Judah. 

Immediately Sennacherib mounted a military campaign against them. 

By 701 BC his troops reached Judah. 

Sennacherib destroyed the countryside and laid siege to Jerusalem. 

In the meanwhile those in power in Judah led negotiations for an alliance with Egypt. 

 

Chapters 28-33 stems from the 8th Century BC and from the earlier Isaiah tradition. 

The revolt led by King Hezekiah against Sennacherib (705-701 BC) is recorded in Isaiah 36-39. 

These biblical accounts were not meant to be objective reports but theological interpretations. 

The readings in Isaiah allude to these events but the main concern is the overall message. 

In these chapters we see how Isaiah interpreted and responded to this political scene. 

 

 



 

Major sections are set apart by the introductory cry – Woe (Ah) (See) 

At the end of these prophetic addresses is a liturgical conclusion (Chapter 33). 

It reflects a consistent concern for Zion, the city of Jerusalem, and the Temple Mount. 

The move is from accusation and announcement of judgment to salvation. 

 

Isaiah 28   Prophecies and Parables Concerning Israel and Judah 

Verses 1-6  Introduces the chapter and the larger section (28-33) 

   It is an announcement of judgment against Ephraim (Northern Kingdom) 

Verses 7-22  It is an announcement of judgment against Jerusalem 

Verses 23-29  Parable of the Farmer  

   Wisdom of knowing when to cultivate and when to plant particular crops 

   How to prepare the harvested grain without destroying it 

 

Announcements confirm the authenticity of the prophetic words concerning Judah / Jerusalem. 

The word of the Lord through Isaiah was true concerning Samaria. 

It will be validated concerning Jerusalem. 

The woe against Israel serves as a warning to Judah. 

 

Isaiah 29  The Siege of Jerusalem 

Verses 1-8  This section talks about the siege of the city and its deliverance 

   The term Ariel literally means Lion of God 

   Ari (Lion) in Hebrew is a synonym for bravery and courage 

   It is also the symbol for the tribe of Judah 

   The city of Ariel is named after Jerusalem 

   In Isaiah 29 it is one of the names for Jerusalem and the Temple 

Verses 9-11  The prophet now speaks to the other prophets and seers 

   The speaker then turns to talk directly to the people 

   Accusations are made condemning their worship as superficial 

 

Isaiah 29:13 addresses authentic piety. 

It is cited in Matthew 15:7-8 and Mark 7:6-7. 

The verse focuses attention on the tension between the law and the spirit of the law. 

 

Isaiah 30  The Futility of Reliance on Egypt 

Verses 1-17  Accusations and indictments that include announcement of disasters 

Verses 18-26  A prophecy of salvation for the people of God 

Verses 27-33  Judgment is proclaimed on Assyria  

   It is accompanied by a joyful celebration by the people of God 

 

The chapter contains materials that originated over a long period of time (8th-6th Centuries). 

The concern over Assyria begins and ends the chapter. 

Behind the accusations lies the ancient practice of consulting God before going to war. 

 

 

 



It was important for the people to affirm that God was the author of their troubles. 

It enabled them to affirm that their God was ruler over all events. 

It gave their punishment meaning. 

They could connect the justice of God with the mercy of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 31  The Lord Protects Jerusalem (not Egypt) 

Verses 1-3  Condemnation of the Egyptian alliance when threatened by Assyria 

Verses 4-5  Affirmation of the care the Lord gives to Jerusalem 

Verses 8-9  Announcement of judgment against Assyria 

 

Verses 6-7  No obvious connection with the context 

   The call to reject their idols seems to be a later addition 

 

The material in this chapter reflects Isaiah in the time of the Assyrian crisis (705-701 BC). 

The announcements of judgment are clear warnings. 

The affirmations of how the Lord cares for his people are to be words of encouragement. 

Leading questions for us  Should we trust in God or in powerful allies? 

    Which political decisions are consistent with our trust in God? 

    Justice is the key to divine and human actions. 

 

Isaiah 32  More Promises and Warnings 

Verse 1-8  Notice the shift from Woe to See 

   It is a slight shift and a pause before the conclusion 

   (Plus the word woe should not begin an announcement of salvation) 

   Here is the promise of a king who will establish a righteous and just reign 

Verses 9-14  A warning against complacent women of Jerusalem 

Verses 15-20  Announcement of peace with justice for the people of God 

 

The chapter acts as a summary of the message of Isaiah 1-39 as a whole. 

The message of this chapter is that the power of God prevails for the good of the people. 

A vision of peace, prosperity, justice, and righteousness leads people on. 

There will be mourning before celebration and trouble before peace and security. 



Isaiah 33  A Liturgy of Hope 

Verses 1-6   Destruction of the destroyer 

   Prayers of the people for help 

   Expressions of confidence in the Lord  

Verses 7-13  Descriptions of trouble for the people even from the Lord 

Verses 14-16  Different futures for the sinners and the righteous 

Verses 17-24  The Lord will establish a just rule over a secure and peaceful Jerusalem 

   It is stated clearly that the Lord is their king 

 

This chapter brings closure to Isaiah 28-33 just as Isaiah 12 concluded Isaiah 1-12. 

It is in the form of a liturgy for corporate worship (literature shaped by a liturgical model) – 

Prayer and Reassurance 

Lament  

Divine oracle 

Entrance of the Torah liturgy 

Promise of Salvation  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Isaiah 34  Judgment on the Nations 

Verses 1-4  Summons all nations to witness and experience the wrath of the Lord 

Verses 5-17  Detail in the judgment on Edom  

 

It is a proclamation against the world and Edom is specifically named. 

Edom was a direct neighbor of Judah. 

It is a graphic and horrible scene of destruction. 

On the one hand Edom is said to suffer the wrath of the Lord as vengeance and vindication. 

On the other hand (when paired with Isaiah 35) it proclaims salvation for the people of God. 

In this case the proclamations of disaster are linked directly to what was done to the people. 

Is anger or revenge our only two options? 

How do our nations get beyond anger and retribution to other forms of justice? 

 

Isaiah 35  The Return of the Redeemed to Zion  

This chapter is paired with Isaiah 34. 

It is similar in structure to Isaiah 40-55 which is attributed to Second Isaiah (939 BC). 

So it seems that the author of Isaiah 35 depended upon Second Isaiah. 

Words that overlap include highway, streams in the desert, glory of the Lord. 

But the vision in our lesson is even more cosmic and eschatological than that of Second Isaiah. 

So the chapter serves as a bridge between the two major parts of the book. 

It bears the marks of a written composition and not the recording of an oral tradition. 

 

The highway plays an important role in proclaiming the return of the exiles from Babylon. 

It also has a broader vision of including all the people of Israel scattered from the holy place. 

The name of the road suggests a highway for pilgrims. 

The highway to Zion is so plain that even fools can find it and travel this path. 

It will be safe from all the beasts that normally threaten its people. 



To be redeemed (in this sense) is to buy back someone from slavery. 

Ransom is an economic term for buying back a person or animal from an obligation. 

Those who are redeemed and ransomed have been released by the Lord’s intervention. 

They are free to return to Zion. 

This is good news to the suffering and elicits a festive procession. 

 

 
 

Isaiah 36-39 

This section is quite distinct in that it moves from poetry to a prose narration. 

It closely resembles the historical narratives found in the book of Kings. 

With some variations all of this material (except 38:9-20) is found in 2 Kings 18:13-20:19. 

 

Chapters 36-37 The account of Sennacherib’s invasion of Judah 

   The siege of Jerusalem 

   Assyrians destroyed the towns and laid siege to Jerusalem 

   Assyrians left without capturing or destroying the holy city 

Chapter 38  Unrelated to the first two chapters in this section 

   It is the story of Hezekiah’s life-threatening illness 

   He recovered and there were prayers of thanksgiving 

Chapter 39  Hezekiah welcomed other foreigners from Babylon 
 

Assignment for October 10 – Read Isaiah 40-48 

 

 


