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Chapter 13 marks a new division in the book of Isaiah that extends through Chapter 23. 

It outlines the judgment that will be put upon the surrounding nations. 

 

 
 

Chapter 13-14:23 (Proclamation against Babylon) 

The people of Judah find themselves overwhelmed by the invading Assyrian army. 

Under Nebuchadnezzar (604-562 BC) the Babylonians become a great international empire. 

However, the Lord reveals to Isaiah his future victory over the Babylonians. 

Isaiah 13-14 pictures God’s final and ultimate conquest over the devil and sinful humankind. 

All the great empires of the world will be judged and totally destroyed by God. 

 

The Medes and the Persians who fought against Babylon take on cosmic dimensions. 

The armies of the Lord (led by God) are seen as coming from the farthest recesses of heaven. 

The whole universe is affected by the coming of the Lord (a cataclysmic destruction). 

The devil and sinful humankind will be struck down and cut off. 

In its place will be a perfect peace when all of creation will be at rest. 

In the kingdom of God the redeemed will enjoy relief from suffering and their cruel bondage. 

People will no longer have to endure the oppressive attacks of the evil forces. 

 

Chapter 14:9-20 describes the just retribution that God will administer on that day. 

The arrogant and tyrannical king of Babylon is brought down in utter humiliation. 

Sheol awakens all the dead rulers who then greet the conquered tyrant with astonishment. 

They are amazed that he has become as weak and impotent as they themselves. 

Whereas pomp and glory once covered him now he is covered with worms. 

The fallen tyrant is a reference to the devil, the evil power behind the empires of the world. 

 

Chapter 14:24-27 (An Oracle Concerning Assyria) 

The Lord pledges to overthrow the invading Assyrian army that threatens the people of Judah. 

His victory over the Assyrians is a token of his final and ultimate victory. 

 

Chapter 14:28-32 (An Oracle Concerning Philistia) 

This prophecy was given in the year that King Ahaz died.   

The nation of Judah lost its leader and was at a very low point in their history. 

Since the days of King David, Judah was able to fend off the Philistines. 
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However, under the reign of Ahaz the demise of Judah started. 

And with his death Judah found itself completely vulnerable. 

It is at this point in the history of the nation that the Lord gives Isaiah a message of hope. 

 

The Lord addresses the Philistines and told them they did not have any reason to rejoice. 

They may view Ahaz as a snake who had been slain but from Ahaz will come a more deadly foe. 

(This could be a reference to King Hezekiah) 

The Lord further instructs them to howl and wail for what is about to befall them. 

The Assyrian conquest of Philistia is representative of the final conquest of the Lord. 

The Lord acts against all his enemies and all those who threaten his people. 

 

In this section the people of God are depicted as being feeble and vulnerable. 

They are the poorest of the poor and will lie down like a flock of defenseless sheep. 

They are also described as his afflicted people who are attacked, abused, and seen as easy prey. 

Although feeble, their God is mighty and God promises to provide a mighty refuge for them. 

In Zion his afflicted people will find refuge.   

 

 
 

Chapter 15-16 (An Oracle Concerning Moab) 

Moab had a reputation for being prideful and arrogant. 

Here the vineyards of Moab are described as luxurious vines that extended as far as the sea.   

But all has been devastated by the invading armies of the Assyrians. 

Once proud and secure, Moab has now been reduced to a band of homeless refugees. 

The Lord commands the people to show mercy to these desperate refugees. 

They are to provide relief and refreshment for their neighbor in need and come to their aid. 

 

Chapter 17 (An Oracle Concerning Damascus) 

For protection from the advancing Assyrian armies, Israel relied on Syria for support. 

But both collapsed when Assyria invaded them. 

Areas east of the Jordan River once served as a protective buffer zone for Israel.  

It was now reduced to a desolate wilderness. 

 

Devastation will also come upon Israel because the people forgot that God was their Savior. 

Rather than look to the Lord their God the nation cultivated diplomatic alliances elsewhere. 
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Like a garden full of beautiful plants, the Lord cared for and protected his people. 

The hope was that the plants would produce a wonderful harvest of fruit – peace and security. 

Special care was taken to promote their growth but the anticipated harvest was a disaster. 

On the day of harvest the seedlings are nothing more than a heap of dead vines. 

 

The armies of Assyria swept away all the pagan nations of the Near East and Israel. 

But the devastation stopped at the doorstep of Judah because they cried out to the Lord. 

The miraculous deliverance took place because they humbled themselves before the Lord. 

The people of Judah called upon him for mercy and salvation. 

 

Chapter 18 (An Oracle Concerning Ethiopia) 

South of Egypt the Ethiopians heard about the terrible deeds done by the armies of Assyria. 

With a concern for their own safety, the Ethiopians sent ambassadors to Jerusalem. 

They wanted to enter into a mutual defense treaty with the nation of Judah. 

The Lord is described as silently present and observing while still in control. 

The Lord will act at the proper time. 

The Lord will destroy the Assyrian army at just the right moment to save the people. 

Three Ethiopian ambassadors are sent home with the assurance that the Lord is in control. 

When the Lord acts the Ethiopians are to respond with thanksgiving and devotion. 

2 Chronicles 32:22-23 – the Ethiopians are numbered among the nations who brought offerings 

to Jerusalem for Jehovah. 

 

 
 

Chapter 19-20 (An Oracle Concerning Egypt) 

The Lord is about to visit Egypt and the idols of Egypt will tremble at his presence.   

Every unholy spirit flees and all human strength is dissolved. 

The Lord creates a situation of internal strife – even civil war. 

This is the political and social upheaval that characterized Egypt at the time (745-712 BC). 

Any political efforts to bring unity and stability were thwarted and came to nothing. 

When human endeavors proved to be futile then the nation turned to its idols. 

 

There would be a severe drought as the Nile River recedes. 

The meadows and all the cultivated fields would become dry and barren. 

The fishermen will lament the fact that they have no fish to catch. 

Textile workers will not work owing to the lack of flax from which to make products. 

There is a total collapse of the economy and massive unemployment – a great depression. 
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During this time of intense strife and economic crisis, the wisdom of Egypt totally fails. 

The leaders do not have any solutions. 

Their mismanagement is responsible for much of the suffering.   

God gave them up to the foolishness of their own sinful hearts. 

God allowed them to reap the fruit of their own ungodly devices.   

As a result no one could accomplish anything and no one could offer viable solutions. 

 

But in the very heart of this pagan land there will be those who convert to the Lord. 

They will openly profess his great name as did the faithful people of Israel. 

The Lord will send them a savior and defender who will rescue them. 

It came to fruition through the Egyptian leader, Psamtik (663-610 BC). 

Psamtik delivered his people from the oppression of the Assyrians.   

This national deliverance was granted in answer to the prayers of the newly converted. 

 

 
 

After the fall of Ashdod the Lord told Isaiah to remove his sackcloth and shoes.   

For three years Isaiah appeared before the Lord practically naked and barefoot. 

His humiliated appearance is a testimony of what would happen to Egypt and Ethiopia. 

The king of Assyria will lead away the captives of Egypt – naked and barefoot. 

 

There was dismay and confusion of those who had put their hope in Egypt. 

The nation proved to be both unreliable and unable to fulfill their expectations. 

Egypt was an apparently strong nation to whom Judah looked for security and deliverance. 

But Egypt was living off of her past reputation of glory and power when the Assyrians invaded. 

They were surprised to find how weak Egypt really was.   

 

Chapter 21 (An Oracle Concerning Babylon, Edom, and Arabia) 

Babylon would rise up under King Nebuchadnezzar. 

It would become the great superpower of the ancient world. 

This is a reference to the initial conquest of Babylon by the Medes and the Persians (Elam). 

A conquest under Cyrus in 539 BC set in motion what finally reduced Babylon to a desert.   

The Assyrian oppression would eventually come to an end. 
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But it will be succeeded by future oppressive powers. 

Even the caravan routes through the Arabian Peninsula became unsafe. 

The Lord was warning that there was no truly safe place of refuge in this world. 

The only true refuge was to be found in the Lord himself. 

 

Chapter 22 (A Warning of Destruction of Jerusalem) 

In the face of the impending disaster the people of Judah sought to fortify Jerusalem. 

They looked to their own arsenal of weapons in a futile hope of defending themselves. 

They tore down the houses of Jerusalem to fortify the walls. 

They built a reservoir to assure themselves of a water supply. 

They did not look to the Lord. 

 

It became obvious that they could not defeat the Assyrians. 

They resigned themselves to their fate and showed resignation instead of repentance.   

Isaiah had gone into seclusion to bewail what appeared to be the certain destruction of Jerusalem. 

At some point he heard a celebration because the conquest had been averted. 

Jerusalem was unexpectedly spared when King Hezekiah paid a huge ransom to Assyria. 

King Hezekiah paid the price by robbing the temple of the Lord and emptying the treasury. 

 

Chapter 23 (An Oracle Concerning Tyre) 

Tyre was a seaport located north of Israel. 

It was the greatest maritme power in the ancient world. 

But the Lord stretched out his hand over the sea and shook the kingdoms. 

He gave the commandment to destroy the strongholds of the merchants of Tyre and Canaan. 

It caused great anguish to the Egyptians. 

 

People became distressed because Egypt was dependent upon Tyre to transport grain. 

From the date of its overthrow, Tyre was forgotten for seventy years. 

70 years is a divinely appointed period of time. 

In Biblical terms, the number 7 represents perfection and 10 represents completeness. 

 

At the conclusion of this time Tyre shall reemerge as a prostitute of materialism. 

It will again seduce people away from God by offering them the wealth and the good life. 

In the final analysis all of its wealth will be dedicated to the Lord. 

The Lord is telling us that the world and all that it contains belongs to him. 

At the end of history the Lord will finally re-confiscate the wealth of the world. 

The Lord will bestow it upon those who dwell in his presence. 

The redeemed of the Lord will enjoy abundant food and fine clothing.   

 

Parallel – Ezekiel 25-35 

 

Assignment for September 26 – Read Isaiah 24-27 

 


