
Introducing Hosea 

Do you think that the problems in our society are because people do not take responsibility for 

themselves or because the government is not taking responsibility for the people? Hosea's answer 

would be yes. He saw both as being at fault. 

In the eighth century B.C. Hosea began his ministry in the northern kingdom of Israel (which he 

sometimes calls Ephraim, Jacob or Samaria). He probably preached at about the same time or a little 

after the prophet Amos during the prosperous reign of Jeroboam II. Unfortunately, along with the 

strong growth of the economy, there were also massive gains in poverty, social injustice, religious 

prostitution, sexual immorality and sales of idols. 

The century began without the threat of any superpowers in the Middle East. This allowed Jeroboam II 

to consolidate politically and economically. Assyria (in the east) became the dominant military threat, 

while at the same time to a lesser degree Egypt experienced resurgence in the west. Israel, besides 

trying to play Egypt and Assyria against each other, utilized its military might to try to force Judah, 

the southern kingdom, to join them in a revolt against Assyria. This attempt failed and soon after (721 

B.C.) Assyria destroyed Israel. 

The book tells us little about Hosea's life; it is primarily about his message—a holistic critique of Israel. 

Using powerful metaphorical language, Hosea attacks theology, morals, economy and politics. 

God is passionately concerned for both the responsibility of the individual as well as society to care for 

and to give justice to the poor. But the message he gives Hosea is not only one of drastic judgment, 

but also one of his astounding love, mercy and forgiveness. Carefully reading Hosea's message will 

help you flesh out these great truths. 

Hosea 1:1—2:1: What’s in a Name? 

Why were you given the name that you have? Were you named after a relative or a famous person? 

The names of Hosea's children are chosen by the Lord because of their meaning. When you see their 

names, you may be grateful that it was your parents who chose your name! 

Warming Up to God 

Jesus’ name, as well as Hosea’s, means "the Lord saves" in Hebrew. How is the name of Jesus 

meaningful to you? 

Read Hosea 1:1—2:1 

Discovering the Word 

 In 1:1—2:1 how do the names of Hosea's children play a key part in his message and 

ministry? 

 How do you react to God's calling Hosea to marry an adulterous wife (v. 2, in Hebrew, "a 

whore")? 
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 Hosea names his firstborn Jezreel (vv. 4-5) after a valley where many bloody massacres had 

taken place. What would it have been like to have a name like Auschwitz, Hiroshima, Wounded 

Knee or Tiananmen Square? 

 The translation of the name Lo-Ruhamah (v. 6) is "not loved." How would this name speak to 

the people of Israel? 

 In the midst of the judgment of God, how would the reversal of the names in verses 1:10—2:1 

give the people hope? 

Applying the Word 

 Some find it offensive that God called Hosea to marry a whore, yet the point was to 

characterize God's people as being as unfaithful as a prostitute. How are you unfaithful to 

God? 

 In 1:10—2:1 God's reaction to the unfaithfulness is unexpected. What does it mean to you to 

be one of God's people? 

 The good news of 1:10—2:1 is realized today in Jesus Christ. Remember that those you meet 

today are loved by God and that he calls them his children. If you have an opportunity, offer 

this message of good news to someone else. 

Hosea 2:2—3:5: Married to the Lord? 

Do you remember the adage "Sticks and stones will break my bones but names will never hurt me?" 

Children know better. They will tell you that words can hurt. Imagine how a wife of many years would 

react to hearing "You are not my wife, and I am not your husband." In Hosea 2:2 the Lord's words to 

Israel have much the same meaning. 

Warming Up to God 

In what ways has your unfaithfulness been a source of pain for God? 

Read Hosea 2:2-3:5 

Discovering the Word 

 How does Israel demonstrate that she is not God's wife (2:2-13)? 

 Chapter 2 is organized by four "threats" (vv. 3, 6, 9, 14), each beginning with otherwise or 

therefore. What sets the fourth "threat" apart from the other three? 

 After all the unfaithfulness (2:2-13), how can God do what is described in 2:14-23? 

 Baal is a name for a false god and is translated "lord," "husband" or "master." In 2:16-17 

Hosea tells the people to stop calling God "Baal" and to call him "my husband" instead. What 

significance do you see in that name change? 

 What are the characteristics of a good "marriage" to God (2:18-23)? 

 God has Hosea take back his unfaithful wife in chapter 3. How does Hosea's action mirror 

God's actions toward Israel? 

Applying the Word 
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 Israel gave credit for her provisions of necessities and luxuries to other gods instead of to the 

Lord (2:2-13). Who do you give credit to? 

 How is God calling you and your community to the desert (2:14-23)? 

 We live in the "already" of being the bride of Christ, but we look forward to the "not yet" of 

perfect peace to come. Imagine what it will be like. How does that picture change your 

perspective on today? 

Hosea 4: How Not to Love God 

How do you know if you really love God? Look at how you treat God’s people (1Jn 4:20). Hosea tells 

the people of Israel that they do not know God (4:1). This is revealed in the quality of their society 

and their worship. 

Warming Up to God 

How do your actions confirm or deny your relationship with God? 

Read Hosea 4 

Discovering the Word 

 What in verses 1-2 demonstrates that the knowledge of God is absent in Israel? 

 Why is the Lord angry with the priest (vv. 4-6)? 

 One way God provided for the priests was for them to receive a good portion of people's 

sacrifices. How had the priests corrupted their office (vv. 7-10)? 

 Verses 11-19 describe the people's worship habits. How had they deteriorated? 

 How are knowledge of God and worship interrelated? 

Applying the Word 

 The character of the people is described as stubborn in verse 16. In what way are you 

stubborn before God and his people? 

 The knowledge of God in this chapter is tied up with more than our relationship with the Lord. 

How can you and your community demonstrate your knowledge of God by your actions today? 

this year? 

Hosea 5:1—6:11: Destroying Evil 

"God is like rot." Wow! Can you imagine describing the Lord that way? Hosea did (5:12). He wanted to 

make a point about the God who will destroy evil in the community. The image of God as a moth 

(5:12) eating away at evil can be a source of comfort to us as we experience pain in this world. 

Warming Up to God 

What evil would you like to see put under God's destructive power? Ask God to help you see what a 

mighty God he is. 

Read Hosea 5:1—6:11 
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Discovering the Word 

 Ephraim/Israel has turned to prostitution (both literally and figuratively). How are the 

Israelites politically, socially and religiously unfaithful to the Lord in chapters 5—6? 

 What vivid language does Hosea use in these chapters to describe the Lord who is going to 

punish Israel? 

 Ephraim/Israel sees Assyria (5:13) as the answer to a military threat she faces. How is this 

unfaithfulness to the Lord? 

 What do you make of the people’s call to worship in 6:1-3? 

 How does the Lord respond to their call to worship (6:4-6)? 

Applying the Word 

 Thinking creatively, what word pictures would you use to characterize God? 

 How can your deeds hinder your discipleship? 

 While Hosea is not against the sacrificial system, it is clear that he is opposed to the empty 

religiosity of the people (6:6). How can we be sure that we are not merely going through the 

motions? 

Hosea 6:11—8:14: What Do You See? 

Have you ever looked at yourself in distorted carnival mirrors that make you look extremely tall and 

thin or incredibly short and fat? In the next few chapters of Hosea it seems that the Israelites had the 

opposite kinds of mirrors—they saw only the images of themselves that they wanted to see. Through 

Hosea the Lord tries to get the Israelites to see their reflection as it really is. 

Warming Up to God 

Ask God to open your eyes and your spirit to the truth about yourself. 

Read Hosea 6:11—8:14 

Discovering the Word 

 How does Hosea convey the wickedness of Israel (also called Samaria and Ephraim) in 7:1-7? 

 The Lord condemns the foreign policy of Israel. How do the images of 7:8-13 and 8:7-10 show 

their folly? 

 What did the Israelites need to do to change their future (7:14-15)? 

 The Israelites were convinced that they had turned to the Lord (8:2). What betrayed the 

reality of the situation (8:3-6)? 

 The Israelites asked for forgiveness through the sacrificial system that the Lord provided, so 

why was God angry (8:11-14)? 

Applying the Word 

http://www.biblegateway.com/bible?language=english&version=NIV&passage=Hosea+6:11—8:14&interface=print


 Hosea uses vivid language to characterize the people of Israel in these chapters.  What images 

would you use to describe your walk with God? 

 God condemns the Israelites for seeking help from idols or other nations. How are you like the 

Israelites? 

 The Israelites are incredibly self-deluded in these chapters. Where do you see this self-

delusion in the church and in yourself? 

Hosea 9—10: What Are You Planting? 

Do you like it when your refrigerator and cupboard are full? Isn’t it great to have your debts paid and 

money in the bank? These are the times we thank and praise God. The Israelites were prosperous in 

the first part of Hosea’s ministry, but here Hosea tells the Israelites not to rejoice. Their fertility 

(having babies, growing crops, increasing livestock) was coming to an end. It was not that they had 

not planted, but that they planted the wrong things. What we sow, we will reap. 

Warming Up to God 

What are you planting in your life and in the lives of others? Consider whether you are letting God 

guide what you sow. 

Read Hosea 9—10 

Discovering the Word 

 How do you see the theme of fertility in chapters 9—10? 

 Festival days were to celebrate the Lord's goodness to Israel. Why then would God take away 

the joy of the celebration? 

 Why was the prophet, God's lookout, considered a fool (9:7-8)? 

 Hosea describes the people using farming metaphors. What images stand out to you (9:10, 

13, 16; 10:1, 4, 7, 11-13)? 

 How does the metaphor of planting describe the plight of Israel (10:11-15)? 

Applying the Word 

 When do you find yourself focused more on what the Lord has blessed you with than on the 

one who blesses? 

 How has the law of the farm—what you sow, you reap—shown itself in your life? 

 No one likes listening to prophets because they call into question those things which make us 

comfortable. How can we (as individuals and as the church) learn to keep our ears open to the 

prophets in our lives? 

Hosea 11:1-11: Turning Away from God 

You've probably had the experience of being nice to someone who did not appreciate it. It can result 

in a wedge in the relationship you were trying to nurture. But what about the reverse? Has there been 

a time when someone was nice to you, but you didn't realize it until much later? Your response to that 
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kindness was probably much less than it should have been. Unfortunately for Israel, their response to 

God was horrible. God had nurtured them for years, but they gave their love to other gods. 

Warming Up to God 

When is it hard for you to experience God's love for you as his child? Ask God to make his love more 

than head knowledge for you. 

Read Hosea 11:1-11 

Discovering the Word 

 What emotions do you sense as you read 11:1-11? 

 How did the Lord treat Israel (vv. 1, 3-4)? 

 Why does Israel respond to the Lord as she does (vv. 1-7)? 

 What do you make of God's anguish as he wrestles with treating Israel like the sister cities of 

Sodom and Gomorrah (vv. 8-9; Gen 14; Deut 29:23)? 

 Why will the Israelites finally respond to God's call (vv. 10-11)? 

Applying the Word 

 How is your experience of God like the Israelites'? 

 What does it mean to you that the Lord is not human? 

 How are you affected by the descriptions of God's emotions? 

 

Hosea 11:12—13:16: Chasing the Wind 

If you knew that two tornadoes were going to collide, would you stand in the middle of them? Israel 

did, because she thought she could play the two superpowers against each other. Hosea called this 

foolish practice "pursuing the wind." (The west wind was Egypt and the east wind was the more 

terrifying Assyria.) Instead of relying on the Lord, Israel thought she could control her future through 

foreign policy. History tells us that Israel was destroyed by Assyria. 

Warming Up to God 

Reflect before God on how you control your life and your future. 

Read Hosea 11:12—13:16 

Discovering the Word 

 How is Israel (also called Ephraim, Jacob and Samaria) revealed as lying, deceitful and 

manipulative in chapters 12 and 13? 

 How does God stand in contrast to Israel (12:5, 6, 9, 10, 13; 13:4-6)? 

 How does Hosea show the silliness of Israel's pride and idolatry (12:8; 13:2, 6, 13)? 

 Why does Hosea keep reminding Israel of what the Lord God did for them in the past? 
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 What was the result of Israel's unfaithfulness to God and her manipulation of Assyria (13:15-

16)? 

Applying the Word 

 How do you lie to or manipulate God, others and yourself? 

 How can you let the Lord poke holes in your pride and idolatry? 

 How does the way God has saved you in the past change the way you look at the present and 

the future? 

Hosea 14: Who Is Wise? 

Suppose someone said to you, "Well, if you really knew me, I’m not sure that you would tell me that 

God loves me." What would you say? Have you ever wondered how God could love you? After reading 

Hosea, it is quite reasonable to wonder how God could love Israel. The Lord knew Israel to be 

thoroughly corrupt and yet in chapter 14 God holds out incredible grace to this wicked nation. 

Warming Up to God 

Our sins are often too big for us to handle. When have you felt that your sins were too big even for 

God to handle? 

Read Hosea 14 

Discovering the Word 

 How does this chapter act as a conclusion to Hosea? 

 What must Israel do to receive God’s forgiveness (vv. 1-3)? 

 What promises are held out to a community who rebelled so greatly against the Lord (vv. 4-

7)? 

 Israel sought help from other countries and from idols. How does the Lord stand in contrast to 

these "saviors" (vv. 8-9)?  

Applying the Word 

 How do you need to heed and pray verses 1-3 or words like them? 

 In what way do you need to let God love you as he promises in verses 4-8? 

 Understanding and walking in the ways of the Lord are two critical partners for wisdom. How is 

that partnership of learning and doing manifested in your life? 

 Where should the partnership be strengthened? 
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