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Hope from the Prophet Zechariah 

A Brief Overview 

The Book of Zechariah is the eleventh of the twelve books of the Minor Prophets found 

in the Old Testament. It is also the largest book of all the Minor Prophets. Dated somewhere 

around 520 – 518 BCE we know that Zachariah was a contemporary of Haggai (only because 

Haggai mentions Zechariah but not the other way around) and was heavily influenced by 

Ezekiel’s visionary work. This purely post-exilic text focuses primarily on the future of God’s 

people. Specifically, life after their return from exile, the quality-of-life God intends for God’s 

people, and two oracles of the future gathering, scattering, and regathering of God’s people led 

by the coming messiah.  

There is very little know about Zechariah other than what his book alludes to. It is 

believed that he, like many of the other prophets was a priest like his father before him. His 

interest in the temple and the priesthood led scholars to this assumption as well. It is understood 

that Zechariah only pinned half of the fourteen chapters of his book.  Chapters 1-8 were written 

in the sixth century BCE and pinned by Zechariah while chapters 9-14 were written a century 

later.  The last two oracles found in the chapters 9-14 were thought to be written by a follower of 

Zachariah but due to the century long gap many scholars believe it was not pinned by 

Zechariah’s hand.  

In the first six chapters of Zechariah, we hear of eight visions offered by “the Lord of 

hosts.”  The majority of these eight visions offer hope in a time of restoration while some offered 

warning of continued sin. Then, in first part of chapter seven we hear and answer to fasting. 

While in the latter part of chapter seven into eight we hear the promise of prosperity for Gods 

people. When looking at the remaining five chapter we hear two oracles, the first is of a messiah 

who was betrayed and the second is of a messiah who offers eternal security for the future.  

When reading these last two oracles we may see many similarities to Jesus’ messiahship, 

his betrayal, and the eternal promise given. We should caution this analogy, though, because the 

Book of Zechariah’s idea of a messiah is one with military might and power and this is far from 

the messiahship that Jesus brings in his ministry to the world.  

Examples of Hope in Zechariah  

God will rebuild His people (1:7–17):  

7 On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, the month of Shebat, in the second year of 

Darius, the word of the LORD came to the prophet Zechariah son of Berechiah son of Iddo: 8 In 

the night I saw a man mounted on a red horse! He was standing among the myrtle trees in the 

shadows, and behind him were red, sorrel, and white horses. 9 Then I said, “What are these, my 

lord?” The angel who spoke with me said to me, “I will show you what they are.” 10 So the man 

who was standing among the myrtle trees answered, “They are those whom the LORD has sent to 

patrol the earth.” 11 Then they spoke to the angel of the LORD who was standing among the 

myrtle trees, “We have patrolled the earth, and the whole earth remains at peace.” 12 Then the 

angel of the LORD said, “O LORD of hosts, how long will you withhold mercy from Jerusalem and 
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the cities of Judah, with which you have been angry these seventy years?” 13 Then 

the LORD replied with gracious and comforting words to the angel who spoke with me. 14 So 

the angel who spoke with me said to me, “Proclaim this message: Thus says the LORD of 

hosts: I am very zealous for Jerusalem and for Zion, fifteen and I am extremely angry with the 

nations that are at ease, for while I was only a little angry, they made the disaster 

worse. 16 Therefore, thus says the LORD: I have returned to Jerusalem with compassion; my 

house shall be built in it, says the LORD of hosts, and a measuring line shall be stretched out 

over Jerusalem. 17 Proclaim further: Thus says the LORD of hosts: My cities shall again 

overflow with prosperity; the LORD will again comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem.” 

In this first vision of Zechariah, we hear of a conversation he has with an angel on a red horse. 

This angel tells him of angels who patrol the earth and report of peace among the lands. One of 

those angels ask God of how long he would remain angry with Jerusalem and rather than in 

wrath the Lord responds with “gracious and comforting words.”  The Lord tells the angel to relay 

the message that God would once again be built in Jerusalem and that it is people would have 

prosperity.  

This vision from Zechariah is surely a welcome message for a post-exilic people. After having 

their temple toppled and pillaged, after being removed from their homeland, and finding 

themselves in a place of reorientation, this message offered both peace and prosperity. 

 

God’s People Cleansed and Restored (3:1–10): 

Then he showed me the high priest Joshua standing before the angel of the LORD and the 

accuser standing at his right hand to accuse him. 2 And the LORD said to the 

accuser, “The LORD rebuke you, O accuser! The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is 

not this man a brand plucked from the fire?” 3 Now Joshua was wearing filthy clothes as he 

stood before the angel. 4 The angel said to those who were standing before him, “Take off his 

filthy clothes.” And to him he said, “See, I have taken your guilt away from you, and I will 

clothe you with festal apparel.” 5 And he said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.” So, 

they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him with apparel, and the angel of 

the LORD was standing by. 

6 Then the angel of the LORD warned Joshua, saying seven “Thus says the LORD of hosts: If you 

will walk in my ways and keep my requirements, then you shall rule my house and have charge 

of my courts, and I will give you the right of access among those who are standing here. 8 Now 

listen, Joshua, high priest, you, and your colleagues who sit before you! For they are an omen 

of things to come I am going to bring my servant the Branch. 9 For on the stone that I have set 

before Joshua, on a single stone with seven facets, I will engrave its inscription, says 

the LORD of hosts, and I will remove the guilt of this land in a single day. 10 On that day, says 

the LORD of hosts, you shall invite each other to come under your vine and fig tree.” 

In this fourth vision of Zechariah, we hear of the High Priest Joshua who scholars tell us was 

appointed to be the priest who was to oversee the reconstruction of the temple. In Zechariah’s 

vision we witness a scene where before Satan or the Accuser Joshua is identified as the one 
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plucked from the fire and his torn dirty clothes are replaced with clean ones. Symbolizing the 

removal of the punishment imposed by the time of exile and replaced with opportunity, newness, 

and purity once again. 

By introducing Branch, who would be named as the temple builder later in chapter six, God is 

once again promising restoration of the temple and in turn God’s relationship with God’s people. 

In verses 8-10 hope is also offered in that the high priests of this promised temple would be 

blessed to care for God’s people once again. The stones mentioned correlate to Exodus 28 and 

the stone that was worn in the head pieces of the priests. These stones would once again be 

labeled “Holy to the Lord” as a symbols of Jerusalem’s covenant with God.  

Prosperity for God’s People (8:4-24): 

4 Thus says the LORD of hosts: old men and old women shall again sit in the streets of 

Jerusalem, each with staff in hand because of their great age. 5 And the streets of the city shall 

be full of boys and girls playing in its streets. 6 Thus says the LORD of hosts: Even though it 

seems impossible to the remnant of this people in these days, should it also seem impossible to 

me, says the LORD of hosts? 7 Thus says the LORD of hosts: I will save my people from the east 

country and from the west country, 8 and I will bring them to live in Jerusalem. They shall be 

my people and I will be their God, in faithfulness and in righteousness.” 

9 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: Let your hands be strong—you who have recently been hearing 

these words from the mouths of the prophets who were present when the foundation was laid for 

the rebuilding of the temple, the house of the LORD of hosts. 10 For before those days there were 

no wages for people or for animals, nor was there any safety from the foe for those who went out 

or came in, and I set them all against one another. 11 But now I will not deal with the remnant of 

this people as in the former days, says the LORD of hosts. 12 For there shall be a sowing of 

peace; the vine shall yield its fruit, the ground shall give its produce, and the skies shall give 

their dew, and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things. 13 Just as you 

have been a cursing among the nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, so I will save 

you, and you shall be a blessing. Do not be afraid, but let your hands be strong.” 

14 “For thus says the LORD of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you when your 

ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the LORD of hosts, 15 so again I have 

purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of Judah; do not be 

afraid. 16 These are the things that you shall do: speak the truth to one another, render in your 

gates judgments that are true and make for peace, 17 do not devise evil in your hearts against 

one another, and love no false oath, for all these are things that I hate, says the LORD.” 

18 The word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying: 19 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: The fast of 

the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth 

shall be seasons of joy and gladness and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah; therefore love 

truth and peace.” 

20 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many cities; 21 the 

inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, ‘Come, let us go to entreat the favor of 
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the LORD and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am going.’ 22 Many peoples and strong 

nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of 

the LORD. 23 Thus says the LORD of hosts: In those days ten men from nations of every 

language shall take hold of a Jew, grasping his garment and saying, ‘Let us go with you, for 

we have heard that God is with you.’” 

In this final portion of the true Zechariah text, we hear good news after good news. There is 

language of peace and prosperity in vss. 4-8. We are told the elderly will sit in peace while the 

streets will be filled with children playing. The vision continues with a promise that those 

dispersed would once again return from the East and from the West. All God’s people would 

return to the promised land, and they would once again find fortune and success together.  

Next, in vss. 9-13 we hear language of exhaustion felt by God’s people only to be followed with 

promises of strength and possibility offered by God. No longer would the people suffer but rather 

God’s people would flourish once again. We are told that peace will be sown, the earth would 

produce, and God’s people could finally rest from their turmoil’s.  

Then in vss. 15-17 we hear guidance offered by God to maintain this newly offered peace. God 

tells the people to support one another, to speak truth, to foster peace, to not device evil against 

one another, and to love no false oaths. These are things that Lord hates – so naturally, the 

people are called to avoid them in order to live in peace with one another.  

Finally in vss. 20-23 the language of a hopeful future ends these visions of Zechariah. This 

section concludes with the promise that many nations would come together all seeking the Lord. 

God’s people would finally be gathered from all the ends of the earth and become united together 

in peace. 

This concluding section has a missional call. God has done wonderful things for God’s people in 

bringing them back together and now it is time for God’s people to share this good news. We 

hear language that every person should go out and bring ten people of every language back with 

them helping to grow God’s kingdom together.  

 


