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Author  

Habakkuk 1:1 – The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw 

We are provided a name and an occupation  

His home is not disclosed but Biblical scholars place him in Jerusalem 

Chapter 3 is a liturgical song so scholars assume he was of the tribe of Levi 

The tribe of Levi served as musicians in the Temple of Solomon 

 

Date 
Chapter 3 consists of 5 oracles about the Chaldeans (Babylonians) 

Their rise to power (based on the fall of Nineveh) is dated 612 B.C. 

Implication is that he served around the time of Zephaniah and Jeremiah but perhaps earlier 

 

Background – Map  

The period in which Habakkuk lived was known for its international tensions 

Judah was caught between two dangerous world powers → the Egyptians and the Babylonians 

The king of Egypt just murdered the king of Judah 

The Babylonians were enemies of the Egyptians and would soon overthrow them  

For Judah this was like going from the frying pan into the fire 

 

Conversation between Habakkuk and God  

Habakkuk wondered what God was going to do with the mess they found themselves in 

He admitted to God that Judah was part of the problem 

 

Habakkuk 1 – Does God Care? 

Chapter 1 resembles the psalms of lament (like Psalm 13) 

A believer is in distress and appeals to God for help  

Form includes addressing God, the lament, the complaint (verses 2-4) 

He is concerned about the perversion of justice in Judah 

King Jehoiakim abused his power and exploited the poor (2 Kings 23-24)  

He used forced, unpaid labor for building his own lavish homes 

He demanded heavy taxes to support his alliance with Egypt 

Jeremiah accused him of shedding innocent blood and murdering prophets 

 

There are other parts of a lament that are missing from Habakkuk 

A psalm of lament would continue with … 

a confession of trust in God  

a petition for God to intervene 

a concluding vow of praise anticipating God’s intervention  

 

Habakkuk questions God.  He has this open and honest conversation with God to reconcile what 

he sees in human behavior and what he experiences in faith.  He does not speak out of hostility 

or indifference to his faith, but out of a passionate search for how God works in the world.  

 



The theological struggle – 

If God is really God (and in control of the world) God cannot be good or just and also allow 

injustice and suffering to exist and endure.  And if God is really good and just then God cannot 

be in control of such a corrupt world.  Quote from Archibald MacLeish adaption of J.B. (Job) 

 

Verses 5-11  The First Response by God  

   God will use the Chaldeans as the means to restore justice in Judah 

   God will fairly punish them through Nebuchadnezzar’s armies 

   Habakkuk had viewed Babylonia as the incarnation of evil 

   He was ill-prepared to hear God would use them to judge Judah 

 

Verses 12-2:1  Habakkuk complains against the Chaldeans using the elements of a lament 

 

He again uses the first three parts – address, lament, and details of the complaint  

He uses these parts of the lament to enter into a dialogue and debate with God 

He expects God to respond to this second challenge 

 

Habakkuk wants answers … 

How could God use the Babylonians (corrupt and oppressive) to restore justice in Judah? 

One unjust government had been replaced by another (more unjust than the first) 

On the one hand … God is eternal and so holy that evil of any kind is intolerable 

On the other hand … Evil appears to go unchallenged by God 

Habakkuk even blames God for creating humanity as an ungoverned mess  

 

Habakkuk challenges us to struggle with the problem of evil in the world  

Do we have a theology of reward and punishment? 

Do the wicked go unpunished and the righteous unrewarded? 

 

Habakkuk 2 – The Log in Our Own Eyes 

When we challenge evil we begin to think that we are without sin 

We see evil in others much easier than in ourselves 

This results in a self-righteous attitude  

 

Verses 2-4  The Second Response by God 

   God demands faithfulness, trustworthiness, and reliability 

   Habakkuk is to record the vision so he can carry it and announce it 

   The written record is a reliable pledge that God will act in the future 

   Its fulfillment may appear to be delayed but it will inevitably come to pass 

   The righteous will live by their faith  

   Romans 1:17 / 2 Corinthians 5:7 / Galatians 3:11 

 

Faith (ěmûná) in the Old Testament is not belief in a doctrine or an inner sense of God 

Faith is firmness, steadiness, steadfastness, and fidelity 

It is a loyal commitment 

Habakkuk is called in the interim to trust God’s assurances and to remain faithful 

 



Even when justice appears to be absent in the world around him … 

Habakkuk must maintain a faithful commitment to God  

 

In the New Testament, faith is not so much the endurance in troubled times but absolute belief in 

Jesus Christ.  The disciples appealed for more faith and for a greater understanding and a deeper 

trust in the ways of God.  The response of Jesus was to tell the disciples that the power of God is 

absolutely reliable and what seems completely impossible will come to pass. 

 

Verses 5-20  A new form of literature and a new section of the book 

   Fives woes introduced by the words … Alas for you who … 

   Each saying focuses on a trait of the Babylonians 

   In each saying there is a reversal of the fortunes  

 

The accumulation of wealth 

Alas for you who heap up what is not your own  

They load themselves with goods taken in pledges 

They plundered many nations and those that survive will plunder them 

 

The search for security 

Alas for you who get evil gain for your houses 

They set their nets on high to be safe from others and to cut off other people 

The very stones will cry out from the wall and the plaster will respond from the woodwork 

 

The use of violence 

Alas for you who build a town by bloodshed  

The city was founded on iniquity 

The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of God as the waters cover the sea 

 

The pursuit of fame and honor 

Alas for you who make your neighbors drink 

They pour out their wrath until they are drunk in order to gaze on their nakedness 

The cup in the Lord’s right hand will come around to them / shame will come upon them  

 

The confidence in  

Alas for you who say to the wood – Wake Up and to the silent stone – Rouse yourself 

Refers back to verse 18 and the making of idols 

The idols are gold and silver plated but there is no breath in them  

But the Lord is in his holy temple and the earth will be silent before him  

 

Habakkuk 3 – God’s Creation  

After hearing the shocking news that the Babylonians would destroy Judah, Habakkuk meditates 

on the beauty of the land and its upcoming destruction.  Chapter 3 is his prayer to the Lord. 

 

Some scholars believe this was written by another author and added at least a century after 

Chapters 1 and 2 were composed.  But this could also be the actual content of the vision 

Habakkuk had been commanded to record in 2:2. 



Verse 1 – A prayer of the prophet Habakkuk according to Shigionoth 

Term means a wild and passionate song and is used one other time in reference to Psalm 7 

Also note the repeated use of Selah – a musical term that means to pause or reflect (3, 9, 13) 

Reference in 19b is to a choirmaster and with stringed instruments 

 

Verses 2-16  A description of God appearing in nature (God came …) 

   Read each section and pause and reflect when we see the word Selah 

   What connections did Habakkuk see between God and nature? 

   In verses 6 and 13 – Do these words help us understand the destruction? 

 

Verses 17-19  The response by Habakkuk 

   Habakkuk chooses to rejoice in the Lord and exalt his name 

 

Apocalyptic point of view – 

The injustices of history could be resolved only through a decisive intervention of God that 

would end history and inaugurate a new age in which the reign of God would be absolute.  This 

new age was often equated with life after death in which the righteous would be finally rewarded 

and the wicked finally punished.   

 

In the New Testament, the apocalyptic vision or the new age is inaugurated and confirmed by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We will see the fulfillment in the second coming of Christ and the 

final judgment.  The righteous are promised complete vindication but we wait for its realization. 

 

Bible Study for Wednesday, September 21 

Zephaniah and Haggai 


