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Gnosticism  
In our studies we have spent all our time on the books of the Bible that have been canonized 
(sanctioned by the authority of the church).  However, people in the first century were also 
inspired by the non-canonical texts.  At that time, Gnosticism was a strong segment of the early 
Church.  Its proponents claimed not only to believe in Christ and his message but also to have 
had special knowledge relating to the divine.  They believed that the truths of our existence 
were knowable and that knowing these truths was the goal of all humanity.  It was a knowing  
that was not rational or logical but rather a knowing that grew out of experience.  They did not 
dwell on dogma nor did they have a coherent theology.  Instead they believed in the power of 
individual revelation and knowledge. 
 
Gnosticism was born out of the idea that within every person is something uncreated.  This 
uncreated spark was what we would call consciousness, intelligence, or inspiration.  It was not 
part of the body in the flesh so it was not tainted by sin.  Rather it was of God so there was 
something God-like within the human.  To those who really understood it he/she was free.  This 
thinking led to an understanding of a duality of Gods.  One God made the physical body (the 
material world and everything in it).  This was described as a lesser god.  Some claimed this was 
the Old Testament God, the one who stood over against the spiritual God.   
 
It was the spiritual God who created the essence of humans and this was the real God.  This was 
the God that was known through the teachings and revelations of Jesus Christ.  It was the God 
that was accessible at the deepest level.  It is the God we are to strive to know. 
 
We will study these non-canonical texts to go back in time (to the beginning) where we will find 
ourselves in a space before many of the current theological doctrines were put in place.   
 
From the Gospel of Philip  
Verse 69 – The truth did not come into the world naked but it came in types and symbols.  The 
world would not receive it any other way.  There is a rebirth together with its symbols.  One 
cannot be reborn through symbols.  What can the symbol of resurrection raise or the Bridal 
Chamber with its symbols?  One must come into the truth through the (true) image (not the 
symbol or type of it).   
 
Truth is this Restoration.  It is good for those not born to take on the names of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.  They could not have done so on their own.  Whoever is not born of 
them will have the name (Christ’s ones) removed from him.  The one who receives them 
receives the anointing of the spirit and the unction and power of the cross.  This is what the 
Apostles call having the right with the left.  When this happens, you no longer belong to Christ, 
you will be Christ.   
 



Overview of the Gospel of Philip  
The text is not closely related to the canonical gospels.  Although it may have some relationship 
to the beliefs expressed in the Gospel of Thomas, scholars are divided as to whether it should 
be read as a single discourse or as a collection of otherwise unrelated Valentinian sayings.   
 
Valentinus (100 – 180) was the best known and (for a time) most successful early Christian 
Gnostic theologian.  He founded his school in Rome.  According to Tertullian, Valentinus was a 
candidate for bishop but started his own group when another person was chosen. 
 
Valentinus produced a variety of writings but only fragments survive.  His doctrine is known 
only in the developed and modified form given to it by his disciples.  He taught that there were 
three kinds of people, the spiritual, physical, and material.  Only those of a spiritual nature 
received the gnosis (knowledge) that allowed them to return to the divine.  Those of a psychic 
nature (ordinary Christians) would attain a lesser or uncertain form of salvation.  Those of a 
material nature were doomed to perish.   
 
Valentinus had a large following.  It later divided into an Eastern and a Western branch.  The 
Marconians belonged to the Western branch.  Marcion preached that the benevolent God of 
the gospels sent Jesus Christ into the world as the Savior and was the true Supreme Being.  He 
was different and opposed to the malevolent creator god identified with the Hebrew God of 
the Old Testament.  He considered himself a follower of Paul the Apostle, whom he believed to 
have been the only true apostle of Jesus Christ.   
 
Authorship  
The gospel we study tonight is attributed to the apostle Philip because he is the only one 
named throughout the whole text.  Nothing in the manuscript explicitly states that he wrote 
this book but none of the canonical gospels explicitly name their authors either.   
 
Verse 93 – Philip the Apostle said: Joseph the Carpenter planted a grove of trees because he 
needed wood for his work (craft or trade).  He himself made the cross from the trees that he 
had planted, and his heir hung on that which he had planted.  His heir was Jesus, and the tree 
was the cross.  But the tree of life in the midst of the garden (paradise) is the olive tree.  From 
the heart of it comes the anointing through the olive oil and from that comes the resurrection. 
 
Back to the Overview  
This gospel was probably written between 150 to 300 AD.  Philip purportedly died around 80 
AD making it unlikely that he was the actual writer.  However, we must remember that many of 
the books of the Bible had a long oral tradition before they were written down. 
 
The book is very difficult to understand because it is neither a narrative nor a simple collection 
of sayings.  It is comprised of mythical reflections that might have been parts of larger texts 
whether these were sermons, lessons, or theological essays. Because of this there is no context 
for understanding these reflections.  Still some points are easy to discern.   
 



The Virgin Birth and the Resurrection  
The writer is clear that there is a major difference between those who understand and those 
who do not, those who are mature and those who are not, those who have insider knowledge 
and those who do not.  Those who do not are called Hebrews and those who do are called 
Gnostics or Gentiles.  At stake in these categories are traditional claims such as those relating to 
the virgin birth and the resurrection of Jesus.  According to the Gnostics these events certainly 
have symbolic value but they are not necessarily historical. 
 
Virgin Birth Readings  
Verse 18 – Some say that Mary conceived (impregnated) by the Holy Spirit.  They are in error.  
They do not know what they are saying.  How can a female impregnate another female?  (The 
Holy Spirit is a feminine force).  Mary is the virgin whom no power defiled.  She is a great 
problem and curse among the Hebrew Apostles and those in charge (church leaders).  The ruler 
(lower god) who attempts to defile this virgin is himself defiled.  The Lord was not going to say 
my father in heaven unless he really had another father (on earth).  He would simply have said 
my father. 
 
Verse 87 – Adam came into being from two virgins, from the Spirit and from the virgin earth.  
Christ was born from a virgin so that the error which occurred in the beginning would be 
corrected by him.   
 
Resurrection Readings  
Verse 22 – Those who say that the Lord first died and then arose are in error.  He would have to 
first arise (be born) before he could die.  If he is not first resurrected (born) he would die, but 
God lives and cannot die. 
 
Verse 92 – Those who say they shall die and then arise are confused.  If you do not receive the 
resurrection while you are alive you will not receive anything when you die.  This is why it is 
said that Baptism is great because those who receive it shall live.   
 
Marriage  
This gospel is most famous for its views on marriage.  It suggests that Mary Magdalene and 
Jesus were married.  Scholars point out that this idea is not specifically stated but several 
translators have described Mary Magdalene as Jesus’ lover.  Verse 58 does not prove they were 
married but it suggests that Jesus and Mary had a unique relationship. 
 
It helps to know how Gnostics as well as the Hebrew people thought about kissing.  That it took 
place on the mouth was essential for their understanding.  The mouth was the source and 
outlet for breath so kissing on the mouth united the breath of each party.  The breaths joined 
and fused together, becoming one.  The Hebrew word kiss means to breathe together or to 
share the same breath.  Since the word for breath is the same as the word for Spirit, one would 
essentially be saying that those who kiss are borne together by the same Spirit.   
 



Verse 58 – Sophia (Wisdom), which they call barren, is the mother of the angels.  And the 
companion (Consort) was Mary of Magdala.  The Lord loved Mary more than all the other 
disciples and he kissed her often on her mouth (the text is missing here and the word mouth is 
assumed).  The others saw his love for Mary and asked him: Why do you love her more than all 
of us?  The Savior replied: Why do I not love you in the same way I love her?   
 
While a blind person and a person who sees are both in the dark, there is no difference, but 
when the light comes, the one who sees shall behold the light, but he who is blind will remain in 
darkness. 
 
Verse 34 – There is order in things.  All those who are born in the world are begotten physically.  
Some are begotten spiritually, fed by the promise of heaven, which is delivered by the perfect 
Word from the mouth.  The perfect Word is conceived through a kiss and this they are born.  
This is unction to kiss one another to receive conception from grace to grace.   
 
Verse 46 – Adultery occurred first and then became murder.  And Cain was conceived in 
adultery because he was the serpent’s (Satan’s) son.  He became a murderer just like his father.  
He killed his brother.  What copulation occurs between those who are not alike, this is adultery. 
 
Bridal Chamber  
It also says in the Gospel of Philip that a man and a woman unite in the bridal chamber, and 
those who have known this sacred embrace will never be separated.  There are twenty-six 
references in this book to the Bridal Chamber.  There is no specific definition of the term but in 
several instances both the Bridal Chamber and marriage are referred to as a mystery.   
 
Some scholars have likened the sacraments to the structure of the temple and it somewhat 
helps us understand the concept of the Bridal Chamber.  As one moves through them 
individually, it is like a person moving through the courtyards of the temple.  Each successive 
courtyard is closer to the divine presence.  If there is any validity to this then it is significant that 
the Bridal Chamber is mentioned last on the list and likened to the holy of holies (the most 
sacred place to which only the designated priest had access).  If this describes a spiritual 
journey then (according to the Gospel of Philip) the purpose would result in the transformation 
of the person who would then receive the light needed to enter eternity.  The conventional 
markers of Christian identity mean nothing without an accompanying spiritual change.   
 
Verse 61 – If one goes down into the water (is baptized) and comes up have received nothing, 
but claims to belong to Christ, he has borrowed against the name at a high interest rate.  But if 
one received the Holy Spirit, he has been given the name as a gift.  He who has received a gift 
does not have to pay for it or give it back.  If you have borrowed the name you will have to pay 
it back with interest when it is demanded.  This is how the mystery works. 
 
 
 



This gospel also claims that the problems brought upon humanity by Adam and Eve are rectified 
in the Bridal Chamber.  The union of man and woman is the holy of holies.  God is present at 
that moment.  His Spirit (his breath) is united with them.  Unlike some who think the union of 
man and woman is the most sensual of acts, this gospel celebrates it.  The presence of the Holy 
Spirit results in the birth of more beings capable of knowing and worshiping the true God.   
 
Verse 79 – There had been three offering vestibules in Jerusalem.  One opened to the west 
called the holy, another opened to the south called the holy of the holy, the third opened to the 
east called the holy of the holies where the high priest alone was to enter.  The Baptism is the 
holy, the redemption (payment or atonement) is the holy of the holy, and the holy of the holies 
is the Bridal Chamber.  The Baptism has within it the resurrection and the redemption.  
Redemption allows entrance into the Bridal Chamber.  The Bridal Chamber is more exalted than 
any of these.  Nothing compares.   
 
Adam and Eve  
Verse 74 – When Eve was still within Adam (man) there had been no death.  When she was 
separated from him, death began.  If she were to enter him again and if he were to receive her 
completely death would stop.   
 
Verse 83 – If the woman had not been separated from the man neither would have died.  Christ 
came to rectify the error of separation that had occurred.  He did this by reuniting them and 
giving life to those who died.  The woman unites with her husband in the Bridal Chamber and 
those who have united in the Bridal Chamber will not be parted again.   Eve separated from 
Adam because she did not unite with him in the Bridal Chamber.   
 
Verse 84 – The soul of man (Adam) was created when breath (spirit) was blown into him.  The 
elements were supplied by his mother (Sophia).  When soul (mind or will) became spirit and 
were joined together he spoke words the powers could not understand.  They envied him, his 
spiritual partner, and his opportunity.  They wanted it all for themselves but the Bridal Chamber 
was hidden from them. 
 
Verse 95 – God created the garden (paradise).  Man lived there but they did not have God in 
their hearts and so they gave in to desire.  This garden is where they will be said to us: You may 
eat this but not eat that, according to their desire. 
 
This is the place where I shall choose to eat various things there such as the tree of knowledge 
which slew Adam.  In this place the tree of knowledge gave life to man.  The Torah is the tree.  
It has the power to impart the knowledge of good and evil.  It did not remove him from the evil 
or deliver him to good.  It simply caused those who had eaten it to die.  Death began because 
truth said: You can eat this, but do not eat that.   
 
This was the beginning of death.   
 
 



Jesus Christ  
Verse 20 – Jesus (Yeshua) is the secret name; Christ (Messiah) is the revealed name.  The name 
Jesus does not occur in any other language.  His name is called Jesus.  In Aramaic his name is 
Messiah, but in Greek it is Christ (Cristos).  In every language he is called the anointed one.  The 
fact that he is Savior (Yeshua) could be fully comprehended only by himself since it is the 
Nazarene who reveals the secret things.   
 
Verse 21 – Christ has within himself all things; man, angel, mystery (sacraments), and the 
father.   
 
Verse 29 – Jesus took him all by surprise.  For he did not reveal himself as he originally was but 
he revealed himself as they were capable of perceiving him.  He revealed himself to all in their 
own way.  To the great, he revealed himself as great.  To the small he was small.  He revealed 
himself to the angels as an angel and to mankind he was a man.  Some looked at him and saw 
themselves.  But, throughout all of this, he concealed his words from everyone.  However, 
when he revealed himself to his Disciples upon the mountain, he appeared glorious.  He was 
not made small.  He became great but he also made the disciples great so that they would be 
capable of comprehending his greatness.   
 
Verse 30 – He said on that day during his thanksgiving (in the Eucharist): You have combined 
the perfect light and the holy spirit along with angels and images.   
 
Verse 70 – The Lord did everything through sacraments (mysteries or symbols): There was 
baptism, anointing, thanksgiving (Eucharist), atonement (sacrifice or payment), and Bridal 
Chamber.   
 
Verse 75 – My God, my God, Oh Lord why did you abandon me?  He spoke these words on the 
cross.  He departed (divided) the place and was not there any longer.   
 
Verse 76 – The Lord arose from the dead.  He became as he has been but his body had been 
made perfect.  He was clothed in true flesh.  Our flesh is not true but rather an image of true 
flesh, as one beholds in a mirror.   
 
Verse 81 – Before the curtain of the Temple was torn we could not see the Bridal Chamber.  All 
we had was the symbol of the place in heaven.  When the curtain was torn from top to bottom 
it made a way for some to ascend. 
 
Verse 115 – Jesus, the Christ, came to all of us but did not lay any burden on us.  This kind of 
person is perfect and blessed.  He is the Word of God.  Ask us about him and we will tell you his 
righteousness is difficult to define or describe.  A task so great assures failure.   
 
Next Session – April 27  
The Gospel of Mary Magdalene  
 


