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From Last Wednesday 
James the Just – According to the New Testament he was a brother of Jesus.  He was not the 
biological child of Mary but possibly a cousin of Jesus or step-brother from Joseph’s previous 
marriage.  In the Gospel of James it states that Joseph had two sons.  He agreed to take Mary as 
his wife even in his old age.  In the Roman Catholic tradition this James is to be identified with 
James, son of Alphaeus, and not one of the sons of Zebedee. 
 
James the Just was with Peter when the early church was forming.  The Pauline epistles and the 
later chapters of Acts portray him as an important figure in the Jewish Christian community of 
Jerusalem.  Some apocryphal gospels testify to the reverence Jewish followers of Jesus had for 
James.  The Gospel of the Hebrews parallels the account of Paul in 1 Corinthians regarding the 
appearance of the risen Lord to James.  The Gospel of Thomas confirms that the risen Lord 
named James as a leader of his disciples.   
 
Fasting – Fasting was usually joined by prayer in the Biblical accounts of those who withheld 
themselves from food for a period of time.  In the Old Testament fasting was common when 
people grieved or repented of their sins.  In the New Testament fasting was recommended as a 
way to grow closer to God.  Similar to God’s instructions on prayer, fasting is to be a personal 
discipline. 

 
      
     Judas Iscariot in the Gospels 
     Judas Iscariot is in all four gospels.  He is  
     presented as one who betrayed Jesus in the 
     Garden of Gethsemane by kissing him (a sign  
     of peace) and addressing him as rabbi in order 
     to reveal his identity to those who came to  
     arrest him.  Like Doubting Thomas the name  
     of Judas is often used synonymously with  
     betrayal or treason.   
 
     The Gospel of Mark gives no motive for his  
     betrayal of Jesus but Jesus does predict it at  
     the Last Supper.  The Gospel of Matthew  
     states that Judas committed the betrayal in  
     exchange for thirty pieces of silver.  Both Luke  
     and John suggested that Judas was possessed  
     by Satan.   
 
 



Mark 14:3-11  
Judas’ desire to betray Jesus provides the opportunity for Jesus’ enemies to arrest him.  By 
inserting the story of the woman who anoints Jesus between the authorities’ quest for a means 
to arrest Jesus and Judas’ response, the author of Mark invites us to compare Judas with the 
woman.  The unspecified sum that Judas was willing to accept is in sharp contrast to the 
expensive ointment used by the woman.   
 
Matthew 27:3-10 
Matthew is the only gospel to continue the story of Judas after the scene of Jesus’ arrest in the 
Garden of Gethsemane.  Having realized that he had made a big mistake Judas seems to have 
done all the right things: He is sorry, he returns the money, and he acknowledges Jesus’ 
innocence and his own guilt.  Yet the author of Matthew seems to hold him up as a model of 
failed discipleship (one who would have been better off if he had not been born – verse 24).   
 
In this gospel Matthew seems to be contrasting Peter (who denied Christ three times) and 
Judas.  From the viewpoint of Matthew what Judas lacked (and what Peter had going for him) 
was a fundamental understanding of the new kingdom.  For Matthew the story becomes an 
expression of the conflict between two kingdoms and an illustration of how terrible it is to cast 
one’s lot with the wrong side.  It has echoes of the contrast between the story of David (2 
Samuel 17:1-23) and the story of Esau who sold his birthright and never found the way to true 
repentance.  Unlike Peter, Judas did not return to the community of disciples where he would 
have received forgiveness.   
 
Luke 22:3-6 
The result of Satan’s entry into Judas is manifested immediately as Judas goes to speak with 
Jesus’ opponents (the chief priests and officers of the Temple).  The act of handing Jesus over to 
the authorities becomes the single act that characterizes Judas.  Judas conspires with the 
authorities.  Satan leads him to them.  They do not come to Judas.  Still the motives of Judas are 
never explored in Luke.   
 
Luke declares that Judas’ action cannot be excused by appeal to God’s foreknowledge or plan 
for redemption.  Judas is not passively playing out a role assigned to him.  On the contrary, God 
has taken Judas’ treachery and all the other events that led up to Jesus’ death and brought 
from them a positive and redemptive effect.  We may speculate that had Judas or the enemies 
of Jesus made other decisions then the course of events might have been different.  But the 
redemptive effect of Jesus’ death would have been the same.  
 
John 12:1-8 
The lengthy description of Judas in verse 4 serves two purposes.  It makes the connection with 
Jesus’ death explicit and it delegitimates Judas’ protest before he even speaks.  What might be 
a reasoned complaint about the expenditure of money is shown to be untrustworthy.   
 
 



The denouncing of Judas continues in verse 6 and will be repeated in 13:29.  He was the keeper 
of the common purse.  Greed was one of the early church’s explanation for Judas’ treachery.  
Judas is also labeled a thief.  The same Greek word is used to describe the one who threatens 
the flock in 10:1, 8, and 10.  The use of the word suggests that the description of Judas is 
intended to point us toward the proper context in which to place Judas’ actions.  When he 
betrays Jesus, he also betrays the sheep.   
 

 
      
     The Gospel of Judas  
     As you can tell from this fragment the Gospel of Judas has many  
     parts missing.  For those who wish to read the document you can  
     use this link.  At the end of this lesson I highlighted for us the  
     sections that were most complete.   
 
     Microsoft Word - The Gospel of Judas.doc (amazingdiscoveries.org) 
 

     The content of this gospel consists of conversations between  

     Jesus and Judas Iscariot.  It is thought to have been composed in  

     the 2nd century by Gnostic Christians rather than Judas himself.   

 

 

The only copy of it is a Coptic text that has been carbon dated to around 280 AD.  It has been 

suggested that this text came from an earlier manuscript that was written in the Greek.   

In this gospel the actions of Judas were in obedience to the instructions given to him by Jesus.  
The other disciples did not know the true Gospel.  That knowledge was reserved for Judas 
alone.  He was the sole follower who belonged to the holy generation.   
 
The document consists of 16 chapters which document Jesus’ teaching about spiritual matters.  
Only Judas understands the words of Jesus.  It contains few narrative elements and essentially 
records how Judas was taught by Jesus the true meaning of his message.   
 
There are so many elements of this gospel that take us back to the Apocryphon of John: 

• God is a luminous cloud of light which exists in an imperishable realm. 

• Adamas is the spiritual father of all humanity.  He was created in the image of God and 
resided in the imperishable realm. 

• At the beginning of time God created a group of angels and lower gods.  The angels of 
creation were tasked with creating a physical body for Adamas.  He became the first Adam. 
Seth is seen as a spiritual ancestor.  Jesus is equated with Seth (the first is Seth, who is 
called Christ). 
 
 

http://pdf.amazingdiscoveries.org/Gospel-of-Judas.pdf


• Over time humanity started to forget its divine origins.  Many humans came to think that 
the imperfect universe was all there was of creation.  They lost their knowledge of God and 
the imperishable realm. 

• Jesus was sent as the Son of the true God.  Through embracing the internal God the man 
could return to the imperishable realm.  Jesus himself was able to leave his body at will and 
take on other forms.  He often journeyed to the imperishable realm and then returned. 

• Eleven of the disciples Jesus chose to spread his message misunderstood his basic 
teachings.  For example they continued to practice religious animal sacrifices.  They wrongly 
taught that those martyred in the name of Christ would be bodily resurrected.  

• However, Jesus was able to teach Judas the true meaning of his life, ministry, and death.  
Those like Judas could enter the imperishable realm when they die.  Those who belonged to 
the same generation of the other eleven would not enter the realm.  They would die both 
spiritually and physically at the end of their lives.  

• Other gospels say that Jesus had to die in order to atone for our sins.  The writer of Judas 
said this type of thinking pleased the lower gods and angels.  The true God is gracious and 
does not demand any sacrifice even that of his Son.  
 

Like the canonical gospels the Gospel of Judas portrays the scribes working with Judas so that 
they could arrest and kill Jesus.  Judas also receives money from them after he hands Jesus over 
to them.  The huge difference is that in this gospel Judas is a divinely appointed instrument of a 
grand and predetermined plan.  In other parts of the gospel Jesus favors Judas above the other 
disciples.   
 
Death of Judas 
Many different accounts of Judas’ death have survived both within and outside the New 
Testament.  I already mentioned Matthew 27 where Judas (overcome by remorse) committed 
suicide by hanging himself.  The priests used the money to buy a potter’s field which became 
known as the Field of Blood.  Acts 1:18 states that Judas used the money to buy a field and fell 
headlong and burst asunder and all his bowels gushed out.  It was called the Field of Blood 
because it was covered with the blood of Judas.  It was then used to bury strangers.  In this 
account the death of Judas was an accident.   
 
In the document called The Expositions of the Sayings of the Lord written by Papias of Hierapolis 
(60-130 AD) Judas was afflicted by the wrath of God.  His body became so enormously bloated 
that he could not pass through a street with buildings on either side.  His face became so 
swelled up that a doctor could not even identify the location of his eyes using an optic 
instrument.  Finally he killed himself on his own land by pouring out his innards onto the ground 
which stank so horribly that even in Papias’ own time (a century later) people could not pass 
the site without holding their noses.  This story was well known among the early Christians and 
was often told in competition with the two conflicting stories of the New Testament. 
 
 
 



According to the Gospel of Nicodemus (which was probably written in the 4th century) Judas 
was overcome with remorse and went home to tell his wife (who was roasting a chicken on a 
spit over a charcoal fire) that he was going to kill himself.  He knew Jesus would rise from the 
dead and when he did he would punish Judas.  Judas’ wife laughed and told him that Jesus 
could no more rise from the dead than he could resurrect the chicken she was cooking.  
Immediately the chicken was restored to life and began to crow.  Judas then ran away and 
hanged himself.   
 
In the Gospel of Judas, he had a vision of the disciples stoning and persecuting  him.   
 
More Stories about Judas  
Irenaeus records that some believed Judas was an instrument of Sophia.  His betrayal of Jesus 
was therefore a victory over the materialistic world.  In the Syriac Infancy Gospel there are 
elements of the Infancy Gospel of Thomas.  It adds other tales including one about Judas.   
 
Judas, as a boy, was possessed by Satan.  Satan caused him to bite himself or anyone else 
present.  In one of these attacks, Judas bit the young Jesus in the side.  By touching Jesus, Satan 
was exorcised.  It went on to say that Judas supposedly bit Jesus on the same side that was 
pierced by the soldiers after he died on the cross. 
 

 
     Excerpts from The Gospel of Judas    
     Introduction – The secret account of the revelation  
     that Jesus spoke in conversation with Judas Iscariot  
     during a week three days before he celebrated 
     Passover. 
 
     The Early Ministry of Jesus  
     When Jesus appeared on earth, he performed miracles  
     and great wonders for the salvation of humanity.  And 

since some walked in the way of righteousness while others walked in their transgressions, the 
twelve disciples were called. 
 
He began to speak with them about the mysteries beyond the world and what would take place 
at the end.  Often he did not appear to his disciples as himself, but he was found among them 
as a child. 
 
Scene 1: The Disciples Become Angry 
When the disciples heard this, they started getting angry and infuriated and began blaspheming 
against him in their hearts.  When Jesus observed their lack of understanding, he said to them, 
“Why has this agitation led you to anger?  Your god who is within you has provoked you to 
anger within your souls.  Let any one of you who is strong enough among human beings bring 
out the perfect human and stand before my face.”   
 



They all said, “We have the strength.”  But their spirits did not dare to stand before him, except 
for Judas Iscariot.  He was able to stand before him but he could not look him in the eyes and 
he turned his face away.  Judas said to him, “I know who you are and where you have come 
from.  You are from the immortal realm of Barbelo.  And I am not worthy to utter the name of 
the one who has sent you.” 
 
FYI – Barbelo in the Apocryphon of John was the first emanation of God and the supreme 
female principles.  In the Gospel of Judas he equated Barbelo with Christ. 
 
Scene 1: Jesus Speaks to Judas Privately 
Knowing that Judas was reflecting upon something that was exalted, Jesus said to him, “Step 
away from the others and I shall tell you the mysteries of the kingdom.  It is possible for you to 
reach it but you will grieve a great deal.  For someone else will replace you, in order that the 
twelve disciples may again come to completion with their god.” 
 
Judas said to him, “When will you tell me these things, and when will the great day of light 
dawn for the generation?”  But when he said this, Jesus left him. 
 
Scene 2: Jesus Appears to the Disciples Again  
The next morning, after this happened, Jesus appeared to his disciples again.  They said to him, 
“Master, where did you go and what did you do when you left us?”  Jesus said to them, “I went 
to another great and holy generation.”  His disciples said to him, “Lord, what is the great 
generation that is superior to us and holier than us that is not now in these realms?” 
 
Judas Asks Jesus About that Generation and Human Generations 
Judas said to him, “Rabbi, what kind of fruit does this generation produce?”  Jesus said, “The 
souls of every human generation will die.  When these people, however, have completed the 
time of the kingdom and the spirit leaves them, their bodies will die but their souls will be alive, 
and they will be taken up.” 
 
Judas said, “And what will the rest of the human generations do?”  Jesus said, “It is impossible 
to sow seed on rock and harvest its fruit.  This is also the way of the defiled generation and 
corruptible Sophia, the hand that has created mortal people so that their souls go up to the 
eternal realms above.”  After Jesus said this, he departed. 
 
Judas Asks About His Own Fate 
Judas said, “Master, could it be that my seed is under the control of the rulers?”  Jesus 
answered and said to him, “Come but that you will grieve much when you see the kingdom and 
all its generation.”   
 
When he heard this, Judas said to him, “What good is it that I have received it?  For you have 
set me apart for that generation.”  Jesus answered and said, “You will become the thirteenth 
and you will be cursed by the other generations and you will come to rule over them.  In the 
last days they will curse your ascent to the holy generation.” 



Jesus Teaches Judas About Cosmology: The Spirit and the Self-Generated 
Jesus said, “Come that I may teach you about secrets no person has ever seen.  For there exists 
a great and boundless realm, whose extent no generation of angels has seen, in which there is a 
great invisible Spirit.   
 
Adamas and the Luminaries  
“Adamas was in the first luminous cloud that no angel has ever seen among all those called 
‘God.’  He was in the image and after the likeness of this angel.  He made the incorruptible 
generation of Seth appear.  He made seventy-two luminaries appear in the incorruptible 
generation in accordance with the will of the Spirit.    
 
The Cosmos, Chaos, and the Underworld  
“And the aeon that appeared with his generation, the aeon in whom are the cloud of 
knowledge and the angel, is called El.  The aeon after that said, ‘Let twelve angels come into 
being to rule over chaos and the underworld.’  And look, from the cloud there appeared an 
angel whose face flashed with fire and whose appearance was defiled with blood.  His name 
was Nebro which means ‘rebel.’  Others call him Yaldabaoth.   
 
The Rulers and Angels 
“The twelve rulers spoke with the twelve angels, ‘The first is Seth, who is called Christ.’ 
 
The Creation of Humanity  
“Then Saklas said to his angels, ‘Let us create a human being after the likeness and after the 
image.’  They fashioned Adam and his wife Eve, who is called, in the cloud, Zoe.  For by this 
name all the generations seek the man and each of them calls the woman by these names. 
 
FYI – Saklas is the Greek word for fool and is what the Gnostics called the demiurge God who 
created the evil physical world.   
 
Judas Asks about the Destiny of Adam and Humanity 
Judas said to Jesus, “What is the long duration of time that the human being will live?”  Jesus 
said, “Why are you wondering about this, that Adam, with his generation, has lived his span of 
life in the place where he has received his kingdom, with longevity with his ruler?”   
 
Judas said to Jesus, “Does the human spirit die?”  Jesus said, “This is why God ordered Michael 
to give the spirits of people to them as a loan, so that they might offer service, but the Great 
One ordered Gabriel to grant spirits to the great generation with no ruler over it (that is, the 
spirit and the soul).   
 
Jesus Speaks of Judas’ Betrayal 
Jesus said, “You will exceed all of them.  For you will sacrifice the man that clothes me.   
 
 
 



Conclusion  
Their high priests murmured because he had gone into the guest room for his prayer.  But some 
scribes were there watching carefully in order to arrest him during the prayer, for they were 
afraid of the people, since he was regarded by all as a prophet.  They approached Judas and 
said to him, “What are you doing here?  You are Jesus’ disciple.”  Judas answered them as they 
wished.  And he received some money and handed him over to them.   
 
 


