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Grace and peace to you from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ – Amen  

 

We continue the story we heard last night as we accompany Christ to 

the cross.  At strategic times throughout the passion narrative Jesus 

indicated that his hour had come.  It was time for him to lay down his 

life.  It was time for him to go to his heavenly Father.  Each time that 

we heard those words it carried a message that required his disciples 

to make a decision.  Would they keep going or did they have enough?   
 

It is said that if we want to know Jesus (and what he is about) then all 

we need to do is look at his final days.  His actions and his attitude 

indicated a man with a purpose and a resolve that he voiced clearly.  

He came to fulfill the will of his Father.  It was what he taught during 

his years of ministry.  And even as he approached his last days he 

continued to teach.  The Last Supper was more than just a meal the 12 

disciples shared on the night that Jesus was betrayed.  As he washed 

the feet of his disciples he instructed them to wash one another’s feet.  

He set an example for them to follow long after his death.   
 

Would they keep going or did they have enough?  In his enthusiasm 

Peter wanted Jesus to not only wash his feet but his hands and his 

head.  He was committed to staying with Jesus.  In sharp contrast 

Judas was not moved by the actions of Christ.  He had enough.  He 

was done.  As soon as possible he left the scene to find the religious 

leaders who wanted to arrest Jesus.  Those leaders had pronounced 

their judgment on Christ a long time ago.  They found him to be a 

threat.  He had too much power.  He attracted too many people to his 

cause.  He was unacceptable to them.  He needed to be removed 

permanently.  It is chilling to read that his own disciples deserted him 

and fled while Jesus was being arrested and taken away.  The week 

did not go as they had hoped.  It took a serious turn for the worse and 

out of fear and despair it seems as if they could not keep going down 

this path with him.   

For our purpose today I want to take us to that scene in the Gospel of 

Matthew when Jesus (now with his hands bound) is brought before 

Pilate, the Roman governor.  When Pilate asked Jesus if he was the 

King of the Jews he simply replied – You say so.  When the chief 

priests and elders shouted their accusations at Jesus he did not answer.  

When Pilate asked Jesus if he heard what they were saying about him, 

once more he gave no answer, not even to a single charge.   
 

At that point, the crowds were growing in Jerusalem because it was 

Passover.  Each year (as part of their tradition) the governor released a 

prisoner (anyone the crowds wanted to release).  But this time was 

different because Jesus was among the prisoners.  Pilate knew that the 

religious leaders were acting out of jealousy towards Jesus.  He 

wanted to make sure the crowds knew what they were doing if they 

did not release Christ.  Even his wife sent him word to have nothing 

to do with this man named Jesus because he was innocent.   
 

While he contemplated her message the chief priests and elders 

incited the crowds to ask for the release of Barabbas.  If granted then 

it would take them a step closer in their plot to have Jesus sentenced 

to death.  Pilate gave the people another chance to change their minds 

but they made their choice and asked for Barabbas.  Still not satisfied 

he asked them what he should do with Jesus, the Messiah.  All of 

them (all of them) cried out that he should be crucified.   
 

By now his own soul must have been troubled.  He asked them what 

evil Jesus had done.  But they had no answer.  They just shouted even 

more for Jesus to be crucified.   
 

Pilate needed to make a choice.  Does he surrender Jesus to the 

crowds or does he save him?  He thought that he could do nothing to 

save this innocent man plus the crowd was growing restless.  So he 

took some water and washed his hands before the crowd and said – I 

am innocent of this man’s blood.  See to it yourselves.  He released 

Barabbas, had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.   
 

Two stories within twenty-four hours of each other that feature two 

individuals with two different approaches (two different attitudes) to 

life.  The only thing the two stories have in common was a basin.  In 

John 13 Jesus knew that his hour had come.   



He used a basin and a towel and some water to teach his disciples a 

lesson about servanthood.  Out of all the lessons he taught them in his 

years of ministry this is what Jesus wanted to leave with his disciples 

– for them to get down on their knees and wash each other’s feet. 
 

We have been with people in their final hours.  We are acutely aware 

that it is at that time that people sum up what is most important to 

them.  Lillian wanted to know if she would be forgiven for past sins.  

Pat wanted her family to know how much she loved them and that 

death was not to be feared.  She was eager to be with her Lord who 

was always at the center of her life.  Walter made sure the church 

would be financially secure after his death.  As for our Lord and 

Savior, he wanted his disciples to live a life of service on behalf of the 

One who forgives, who takes away the sting of death, and who makes 

us good stewards.  He handed that basin and towel to the future 

leaders of the church and to people like Lillian, Pat, and Walter.  
 

On the other hand, Pilate used the basin and some water to take the 

path of least resistance (at least for him).  It is true that he was thrust 

into a difficult situation that he could never imagine.  He could accept 

Jesus or reject him but he could not ignore him.  He found no fault 

with Jesus and tried 3 times to influence the crowds but they would 

have none of it.  They smelled blood and wanted more.  So he shifted 

the responsibility to them.  See to it yourselves – he called out to the 

crowd.  Pilate had the final say and he washed his hands of the whole 

affair.  He stepped away.   
 

On Good Friday we are called upon not to step away from the One 

who is called Jesus Christ.  We know who he is and what he is about.  

He is the Son of God.  He is the Savior of the world.  On this day we 

remember the day that he died for our sins.  In three days we will 

remember the day that he was raised from the dead.  We do not want 

to be like Pilate who washed his hands of Jesus.  We do not want to 

wash our hands of the innocent.  We need to commit ourselves to the 

work that God has entrusted to us.   
 

And what is that work?  As Jesus demonstrated on the cross we are to 

extend the forgiveness that we have received from God through Christ 

to those who have wronged us.  As Jesus taught us we are to rejoice 

when we experience his grace.   

We are to take on the attitude of Jesus and focus on his purpose which 

is to love God and to love our neighbor.  We are to help people heal 

and thrive in the name of Jesus Christ.   
 

It is comforting to know that the disciples who fled at the time of his 

arrest now stood with Jesus when he was at his darkest hour.  It gives 

us hope.  In the Gospel of Mark the women who followed Jesus and 

provided for him stood at a distance from the cross but they were 

there.  In the Gospel of John his mother and one of his disciples stood 

near him.   
 

We come here today to worship our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world.  Along with those of you 

who are watching this video let me assume then that we want to 

continue with Jesus.  After all, Jesus has more to teach us.  Amen  


