
 Let the words of our mouths, the meditations of our hearts, the interpretation of our minds, and 

the response of our hands be acceptable to you, O Lord my Rock and Redeemer. Amen.  

 

Initially, I had hoped to preach on the beautiful gospel text we read this morning from the Gospel 

of Mark. However, the Holy Spirit had other ideas and pulled me to the first reading in Job 

Chapter 38, which I would like to preach today.  

 

The story of Job is often seen as one of the most challenging texts to understand. Job is 

a prosperous man who happens to be faithful to God in every way possible. But unfortunately, 

he also caught the eye of a troublemaker known as Satan, who challenges God that Job’s 

faithfulness is due to God’s material blessings. “Take everything away, and I can guarantee you 

he won’t be faithful anymore,” says Satan to God. Nevertheless, God feels assured that Job will 

indeed stay faithful even amid trials he would face. As we would read throughout the story, Job 

manages to remain faithful but what he couldn’t tolerate was the responses of his friends who 

tried to figure out why God had punished Job. “Maybe it's because you sinned, and you’re 

facing the consequences,” says Eliphaz. “But I haven’t done anything sinful, and even if I did, I 

made sure I gave the right sacrifices and even tithed,” answered Job. “Maybe it's God’s plan to 

make you stronger.” says another. “For what, exactly? What more do I need to prove God? He 

knows who I am, and he knows my weakness.” answers Job a second time. “God knows what 

he’s doing and how dare you to question God?” says Elihu “ God can do what he wants… I just 

want to know why me?” says Job. Job then turns to God and asks exactly that “Why me? 

Answer me!”  

 

As we read in our lesson this morning, God does answer Job in the midst of a whirlwind. 

Instead of giving Job the answer he seeks, God questions Job on various topics that have 

nothing to do with Job’s question and all about creation. But God also asks these questions 

knowing that Job’s response would probably be silence, awe or maybe the recognition that all 

Job needed to do was trust in God. That’s exactly what I thought the story of Job meant as a 

little girl.  As I grew older and became frustrated by the violence and injustice of this world, I 

cried out, why is this happening, God? Why are the innocent dying and evil prospering? Why 

can’t it end?  

 

However, my faith took a turn when I was diagnosed with a health condition that made 

me live in constant fear this past year. I had this condition growing up, but there was never a 

name attached to it. As years went by, the pain would come and go until it became chronic this 

year. Initially, I was like Job. I loved God and tried to do everything right. I attended worship 

every Sunday; I tithed, always shared my faith with others, prayed almost every morning, and 

tried to love my neighbors as best as possible. As the pain got worse, I started to ask that 

question, “Why me? Why is this happening to me? Almost every doctor told me I was healthy, 

so why is this happening to me? I never got a response, no matter how much I prayed every 

day. The radio silence from God made me feel like I was alone. I tried to find answers in CPE as 

I struggled to understand what my theology of suffering was. I tried to find comfort from books 

by various theologians on the subject. However, I kept praying that prayer - Why me, God?  

 



A few days ago, as I was preparing for another new week, I had an unexpected flare-up 

with my condition. I suffered all night long and cried out to God when I prayed with my mom. “I 

just want this to be done. I just want this pain to be gone.” Still no response. The following day, 

feeling frustrated and angry with God, I decided not to pray, but my spirit wanted to cry out one 

more time. This time, instead of saying, why me? I asked God if you won’t heal me, then at least 

give me the strength to endure this pain. To find a reason to keep living in the midst of this pain. 

To keep on serving God amid this pain.” The pain didn’t go away, but I learned to pray 

differently. This is precisely what we talked about in our prayer group for the past year. Most of 

us grew up with a conventional style of prayer and felt limited by those styles of prayer. As we 

explored the various ways we could pray, I could tell we felt more connected to God in these 

different methods of prayer. We learned that sometimes God would not give us the answer we 

seek during our discussions, but that doesn’t mean we end the relationship right then and there. 

In our relationships with our loved ones, we learned that when things don’t work out the way we 

want, we should try a different approach or have a different perspective.  

 

It’s the same way with God. It’s what God did with his people - punishing the Israelites 

didn’t help the Israelites to turn to God, so God sent His son into this world to teach us how to 

love and be in the right relationships with each other and him. Even though people rejected 

Jesus, many opened their hearts to Christ’s grace. God didn’t just end with Jesus - God is 

continually moving in and among us. God calls us as He did with Paul, Timothy, James, John, 

and many more. As we read their stories in the Bible, we see how God challenged them in their 

faith. Paul always talked about the struggles of listening to the spirit versus his desires that 

didn’t align with the Spirit. Timothy struggled with being a church leader because of his young 

age. James struggled to balance between his faith and doing good works. John shares his 

struggles in the book of revelation between being a Christian and a Roman citizen. These 

individuals realized that they couldn’t settle with the status quo of their faith but to challenge 

themselves and others to think of God differently and how to approach God in their faith. 

Because the Bible isn’t just a story about victory, it’s a story about loss, pain, suffering, 

confusion, and complexities. All in all, the Bible is a shared human experience and not just a 

book that seeks to give us all the answers we seek.  

 

So, we come back to the story of Job. The story of Job reminds us that God is 

challenging our faith to be more open to a response we might not like or a situation we might not 

understand. God created a space for Job to cry out and question him rather than give Job a 

cliche statement of comfort. In that space, we learn that we need to grow our faith continually. 

That’s what Jesus is trying to say in the gospel when he says, have you no faith? In a way, he’s 

asking the disciples - Am I just a person you come to for help when you need me? What about 

when I leave? Will you still come to me then? Is your faith only limited to seeing miracles all the 

time, or is your faith willing to grow in that uncomfortable and sometimes frightening space?  

Is your faith willing to stand time, space, and challenges, or is your faith limited to only the good 

things in life?  

Therefore, as we continue in this journey of Pentecost, may we learn to grow in our faith, 

especially in moments when God responds differently than what we expect or chooses to 

remain silent. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.   


