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Biblical Covenants 

Word covenant means a binding commitment agreed upon through negotiations.  

It involves two or more autonomous parties. 

Covenants made by God were the means by which God worked out our redemption. 

Since God was one of the parties involved, God defined the obligations for both sides.   

Covenant was an unchangeable, divinely imposed legal agreement between God and humans.   

It stipulated the conditions of the relationship. 

 

All the covenants made by God are related to each other. 

All build upon the other to further the ultimate promise to bring salvation to all humankind. 

Every biblical covenant culminates in the person and work of Jesus Christ.   

 

Commitments of God were generally in the form of promises, blessings, and curses. 

Some of the promises were absolute and unconditional. 

Others were conditioned on the performance of humans based on obligations imposed on them. 

Underlying element in all the covenants was the promise of God: 

I will be their God and they shall be my people. 

 

Conditional Covenants: 

Bilateral covenant characterized by the formula – If you will then I will . . . 

God promised to grant special blessings provided humans fulfilled certain conditions. 

Failure on the part of humans resulted in punishment. 

Blessings were secured by obedience. 

Humans must meet their conditions before God will meet his. 

Edenic Covenant and Mosaic Covenant 

 

Unconditional Covenants: 

Unilateral covenant characterized by the formula – I will . . . 

It is a sovereign act of God. 

God unconditionally obligates himself to bring to pass definite blessings and conditions. 

God will do as God has promised. 

Blessings were secured by the grace of God.   

God requested the recipient of his grace to fulfill his/her obligations out of gratitude. 

Conditions were not themselves the basis by which God would fulfill his promises. 

Adamic Covenant, Noahic Covenant, Abrahamic Covenant, Palestinian or Land Covenant 

Davidic Covenant, and the New Covenant 

 

Five of these eight covenants were made exclusively with Israel. 

Only one (of those five covenants) was conditional: Mosaic Covenant 

 

 



Other four are unconditional: Abrahamic, Land, Davidic, and New Covenant 

- Content of covenants were to be interpreted literally. 

- Covenants made with Israel were eternal and not restricted or altered by time. 

- Covenants were totally dependent upon God for fulfillment. 

- Ultimate fulfillment could be expected. 

- Gentiles were considered strangers from the covenant. 

 

Edenic Covenant (Conditional) 

Read Genesis 1:28-30 and 2:15-17  

Considered by some scholars to be a covenant because of Hosea 6:7 

But at Adam they transgressed the covenant; there they dealt faithlessly with me. 

 

Edenic Covenant was made between God and Adam. 

Adam stood as the representative head of the whole human race. 

Actions of Adam were therefore attributed to the whole of humanity. 

In total there were a total of seven provisions in this covenant: 

- Humans were to populate the earth. 

- In Genesis 1:2 the earth is described as covered by water and darkness. 

God started to form the earth anew to make it habitable for humans. 

God gave humans the authority over the earth.   

Humans were to use these natural resources in good and productive ways. 

- Previous provision gave humans authority over the earth for non-living creatures. 

In this provision the authority of humans was extended to include all living creatures. 

- Humans were to be vegetarians. 

Nothing in covenant allowed humans to eat animals (no blood of any kind was to be shed). 

- Work was part of the human ethic even before the Fall. 

But the labor was easy, and the land would produce easily (it would not be toilsome). 

- Humans were forbidden to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Only negative commandment in the entire covenant. 

It was the one point that would test the obedience of humans to the will of God.  

Humans were not to assume that they were independent of God and exempt from his law. 

- Seventh (and last) provision contained a penalty for disobedience (death). 

 

Edenic Covenant was the basis for the Dispensation of the Innocence. 

Each accurately describe the different ways in which God has interacted with his creation. 

- Innocence (Genesis 1:1-3:7) 

- Conscience (Genesis 3:8-8:22) 

- Human Government (Genesis 9:1-11:32) 

- Promise (Genesis 12:1-Exodus 19:25) 

- Law (Exodus 20:1-Acts 2:4) 

- Grace (Acts 2:4-Revelation 20:3) 

- Millennial Kingdom (Revelation 20:4-6) 

 

 

 

 



Dispensationalism is a religious interpretive system for the Bible. 

Biblical history was divided into defined periods to which God had allotted distinct principles. 

Each age of God’s plan was administered in a certain way. 

Humanity was held responsible as a steward during that time. 

 

 

 
 

 

Concept of arranging biblical history in this form dates back to Irenaeus (2nd Century). 

Current concept developed from the teachings of John Nelson Darby (1800-1882). 

Originated when Darby considered the implications of Isaiah 32 for Israel. 

Prophecy required a future fulfillment and realization of Israel’s kingdom. 

New Testament church was seen as a separate program not related to that kingdom. 

A prophetic (earthly kingdom) was meant for Israel. 

Separate mystery heavenly program was meant for the church. 

Prophetic program was put on hold to allow for the church to come into existence. 

Church would be raptured away before prophecy could resume its earthly existence for Israel. 

Mosaic dispensation continues as a divine administration over earth up until the return of Christ. 

Church is not associated with any dispensations. 

Themes form the basis for the Left Behind series. 

 

Dispensation of Innocence is the shortest of the dispensations. 

Adam and Eve were created in the image of God, and they were innocent of sin. 

Both were innocent until they disobeyed God, bringing sin and death into the world. 

At the moment of sin, they lost their innocence (as they were immediately aware). 

 

Record of Edenic Covenant being broken is found in Genesis 3:1-8. 

Jewish tradition states that Satan appeared in the Garden of Eden as a fallen creature. 

Was sin already in existence?  

It was not present in humans, but it was already present in Satan. 

 



Devil did his work by tempting humans in the same three areas as found in 1 John 2:16. 

Woman saw that the tree was good for food (lust of the flesh) 

It was a delight to the eyes (lust to the eyes) 

Tree was to be desired to make one wise (the pride of life) 

 

In their acts of disobedience, the covenant came to an end (being conditional). 
 

 

 
 
 

Adamic Covenant (Unconditional) 

Read Genesis 3:14-19 

God and Adam were involved in this covenant in which Adam (again) represented all humanity. 

 

Provisions concerning the serpent: 

- Cursed above all other creatures of the animal kingdom. 

Normally an animal is not held morally responsible for its actions. 

One exception is if it causes any harm to humans (Genesis 9:5). 

- Serpent is to crawl on its belly. 

- Dust shall be the food for the serpent (Hebrew idiom to mean especially cursed). 

Curse will continue in the Messianic kingdom (Isaiah 65:25). 

 

Provisions are given to Satan (later Judeo-Christian traditions): 

- Perpetual hatred between Satan and the woman. 

- Hatred was to culminate between the seed of Satan and the seed of the woman. 

Some scholars point to the seed of Satan as the Antichrist. 

Seed of the woman is the Messiah. 

- Serpent would bruise the heel of the seed of the woman (seen in the crucifixion). 

- First prophecy of God’s victory over Satan. 

Seed of the woman will crush the head of Satan (seen in the resurrection) (Hebrews 2:14-15). 

Final crushing of Satan will come when Satan is cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10). 

 

 

 

 



Provisions are given to Eve and all women: 

- Increase of pain in childbearing. 

- Wife was to be in subjection to the husband. 

New element was that women would now have a desire to rebel against her husband. 

 

Provisions are given to Adam and the entire human race: 

- It is Adam (and not Eve) who is held responsible for the human condition. 

- Earth was cursed and would not respond so easily to the working and tilling by humans. 

Work of humans was to become hard labor. 

- Physical death is the end result.   

 

Adamic Covenant became the basis for the Dispensation of Conscience. 

God pronounced judgment on Adam and Eve, but God also showed mercy. 

By killing an innocent animal, God provided skins to cover over (atone for) their sin. 

Gracious provision by God showed the inadequacy of attempts by Adam to atone for own sin. 

Slaughter of the animals introduced the biblical principle found in Hebrews 9:22 – 

Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 

 

Scholars see in Genesis 3:15 the ultimate solution to the problem of sin. 

God will send One (of unnatural birth) to redeem humankind. 

Jesus Christ is known as the Last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45). 

He offered himself as the final sacrifice for sin for all who put their faith in him (1 Peter 3:18). 

 

Guided by conscience, humans were supposed to choose to do good. 

With sin, God was to be approached by means of a blood sacrifice. 

It was during this time that the first death occurred when Cain killed his brother, Abel. 

God had accepted the animal sacrifices of Abel but not the grain sacrifice of Cain. 

Before the murder, God warned Cain of impending sin and told him he could still choose well. 

Cain had the opportunity to bring a proper sacrifice after he saw what pleased God. 

Cain let jealousy cloud his eyes and refused to follow the plan of God. 

It led to many occasions when humans violated their consciences and failed to do right. 

Out of all that lived in this dispensation, only Abel, Enoch and Noah were called righteous. 
 

 

 

 



Noahic Covenant (Unconditional)  

Read Genesis 9:1-17 

Covenant was made between God and Noah. 

Like Adam, Noah stood as the representative for all humanity. 

- Humans were to repopulate the earth but the command to subdue the earth was not repeated. 

With the fall of Adam, humans lost this authority and Satan assumed it. 

In John 12:31 Satan is referred to as the prince of this world. 

Satan took authority over all the kingdoms of the world. 

He offered it to whomever he willed (in the temptation story Jesus turned it down). 

- Fear of humans was put into animals and humans were to dominate them. 

While humans lost authority over the earth, they were still to dominate the animal kingdom. 

- Food was to consist of both every moving thing and the green herb. 

No limitations were given in the passage, so all animals were fit for food.   

However, humans were not to eat blood. 

Blood was the symbol of life and the shedding of blood became the symbol for death. 

- When Cain killed Abel, Cain was not put to death but was marked so as not to be touched. 

In this covenant, all those who murdered were to be killed. 

 

Promise of the covenant was that all humanity would never again be destroyed by a flood. 

In the future, there would be local floods that destroyed portions of humanity. 

But never again would there be a world-wide flood. 

Symbol of the covenant was the rainbow. 

 

Noahic Covenant became the basis for the Dispensation of Human Government. 

Civil government was divinely appointed to restrain evil and protect humans from themselves. 

God made Noah and his family responsible for protecting the sanctity of human life. 

Sin continued in the third dispensation. 

Human government was marred by idolatry and moral degradation. 

Height of disobedience against God was when the people built a tower. 

To enforce his command, God divided humanity into different language groups. 
 

 

 
 



Assignment for October 23 

Identify the provisions of the covenant in each case 
 

Abrahamic Covenant     Genesis 15:1-21 

Mosaic (Sinai) Covenant    Deuteronomy 6 and 7 

Palestinian (Land) Covenant   Deuteronomy 30:1-9 

Davidic Covenant     2 Samuel 7:5-16 

New Covenant     Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

 


